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tn the Rj 0 ,” 3 H: 

?lcon,L:lLanc;^^ 

: 10 »!'« 'he p r S ru ^t. 
act. one ^r.l en> ^k- 

)&B|. hjS n u - ■ 

■rich ioUzS^T !* 1 
tmg iii «of Uarc prohle ‘ T ' •:■ ' 


Combined Agencies—President 
Clinton won a convincing re- 
ekaion victory Tuesday, cup¬ 
ping a singular political come¬ 
back that promised him a place 
in history as he becomes the 
first Democrat to be returned to 
the White House in successive 
terms since Franklin Roosevelt 
won a fourth term more than 50 
jears ago. 

Gioton's triumph marked a 
stunning reversal of fortune for 


a president who less than two 
years ago was widely reviled 
and was forced to assert his 
relevance in the face of the 
Republican takeover of 
Congress. 

With 66 percent of the 
American popular vote 
counted, Clinton was leading 
Republican challenger Bob 
Dole by 49 percent to 41 per¬ 
cent, As the vote rolled in. he 
teetered all night on the edge 


of his goal ol winning the out¬ 
right majority of the vote that he 
was denied in his first election, 
four years ago. Reform Party 
candidate Ross Perot trailed at 
eight percent. 

But while voters returned 
Clinton ro the White House, 
they denied the Democratic 
Party control of the Senate and 
apparently left Republicans in 
power in the House, ensuring at 
least two more years of divided 



government. 

But the GOP margin was 
shaved as the 105th Congress 
will have 220 Republicans, 198 
Democrats and two 
Independents. 

Clinton may enjoy some¬ 
thing of a legislative honey¬ 
moon with a chastened but 
intact congressional GOP, even 
as he hunkers down for the 
blows that may be coming 
from Whitewater special coun¬ 
sel Kenneth W. Starr and from 
Capitol fjill investigators prob¬ 
ing everything from the FBI 
files to the financing of the 
Democratic campaign. 

For the longer haul, the 
Republicans still have to con¬ 
vince voters that they have a 
social conscience and Demo¬ 
crats must prove that they have 
the fiscal discipline that the 
voters clearly want. 

The exit polls confirmed 
what reporters have been hear¬ 
ing at the doorsteps all yean 
Americans were voting for 


Clinton with fingers crossed 
and reducing the risks by giv¬ 
ing Republicans a power base 
in Congress. 

Clinton claimed the mantle 
of victory at 11:06 pm US 
time. 

'Today the American peo¬ 
ple have spoken.” the Presi¬ 
dent Clinton said, as first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
daughter Chelsea and Vice 
President Al Gore and his fam¬ 
ily looked on. "They have 
anirmed our course; they have 
told us to go forward.” 

Clinton, who ran and won in 
the middle of the political 
spectrum, said, ‘Tonight I pro¬ 
claim that the vital American 
center is alive and well. It is 
the common ground on which 
we have made our progress." 
He paid tribute to Dole and 
asked the sprawling crowd to 
applaud his 35 years of service 
to his country. "On behalf of 

Continued on page 2 ■ 



• The Israeli President Ezer Weizman arrived in Amman yesterday, Wednesday, accompanied 
by his wife as his first official visit to Jordan. Weizman held talk< with His Majesty King Hussein 
and other senior officials focusing on bilateral ties and ways to push the peace process forward. 
Weizman was received by Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor, Their Royal High¬ 
nesses Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath, the Prime Minister and other senior officials. 

During a joint press conference with the Israeli president, King Hussein said that Jordan is 
determined to pursue all efforts in order to achieve a comprehensive and durable peace in the 
Middle East He commended Mr Weizman’s vision towards creating a better future for the com¬ 
ing generation. “We will work together closely to help bring about further progress to consoli¬ 
date the foundations already created for a better future for our people.*’ 

For his part the Israeli president said that the ground has been laid for the future of the mid¬ 
dle East. He added that despite the ups and downs in the relationship between the Palestinians 
and Israelis there will be a solution especially to Hebron. “We in Israel know now that we have 
to deal with Arafat; the Arab world has to deal with Mr Netanyahu," Weizman said. 


President Bill Clinton waves to supporters as his wife Hillary and daughter Chelsy look 
on 5 November, after winning re-election fora second term. UP1 

US foreign policy maintains steady 
course with Clinton’s victory 


By Marwan Asmar 
Star Staff Writer 
“ALL QUIET on the Western 
front" is the most likely expres¬ 
sion to describe the re-election 
victory of Bill Clinton as the 
next president of the United 
States. At least on the external 
side, it is argued that the US 
foreign policy, at least as far as 
the Middle East is concerned, 
is already "tailor m ad e." The 
United Stales will continue to 
pursue the peace process and 
support the sanctions against 
Iraq, Iran and Libya. 

Mr Clinton will now be in a 
position to move more strongly 
on the Middle East negotia¬ 
tions, says Mr Mahmood El 
Sherif, a former Minister of 
Information. "I believe that Mr 
Clinton will be able to move 
more freely on tire issue of the 
peace process.” 

Similarly. Dr Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber believes much the same 
thing.'A former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, who led the 
Jordanian delegation to the Ma¬ 
drid peace conference in 1991. 
Abu Jabcr believes now 
Things will be going on as be¬ 
fore in the peace process 


with no lime wasting which 
there would have been if Bob 
Dole was elected." 

Again Ibrahim Izziden, a 
former Information Minister 
holds the same belief. He said 
that this is a new period and a 
new opportunity for the peace 
process. 

However as ,soon as one 
problem seemed to be solved 
another one arises. The re- 
election of Clihton does not 
necessarily mean that he will 
pul greater influence on Israel. 
While it is significant that his 
second term makes him freer 
from the constraints of US 
domestic policy and the Zionist 
lobby. President Clinton will 
still have to overcome major 
obstacles. Lower House 
woman Deputy Tojan Faisal 
says “that this is misleading 
because the Zionist lobby has a 
major role in US politics." * 

But Izziden does not neces¬ 
sarily agree, arguing that Presi¬ 
dent CUnion will have more 
leeway to maneuver. However, 
whether he uses this to pres¬ 
sure Israel is another matter. 
“One should not expect some¬ 
thing totally different from the 


way the administration used to 
handle things from one or two 
years ago." 

And this is the su'oking point. 
“! think there would be a politi¬ 
cal will to push the process, but 
this does not mean that the US 
administration will uy to push 
Israel in a hard way. What they 
would try to do is to convince 
Israel.” He added "I do not 
expect the US administration to 
take actions against Israel if it 
does not really move in the 
direcuon that the administra¬ 
tion would like her to move in. 

This is a major problem, if 
the US does not push Israel 
hard enough, then the peace 
process would at best falter. It 
is generally agreed as Dr Abu 
Jaber says that peace is irrever¬ 
sible at this stage. But he says 
"what kind of peace arc we 
talking about?" that is the 
question. 

The US "will continue to be 
committed to the peace pro¬ 
cess. Netanyahu is committed 
to the peace process, but this 
means nothing." if there is no 
substance on the ground says 

Continued on page 2 


High hopes with moderate 
expectations await Cairo summit 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special to The Star 
IN EARLY November 1995 
life in Amman was totally 
focused on the economic sum¬ 
mit that was meant to put Jor¬ 
dan on the international invest¬ 
ment map. Twelve months later 
as Uic Cairo economic confer¬ 
ence looms, expectations are 
more moderate. 

"We are not promising any¬ 
one it is going to be something 
big.” says Reem Badran. assist¬ 
ant general manager of the 
Investment Promotion Corp., 
(IPC) which is co-ordinating 
Jordanian participation. "But 
we are working hard to make 
our national projects appeal to 
private investors," she added. 

Many of the 25 national pro¬ 
jects, which have an estimated 
cost of S3.7 billion, being pre¬ 
sented in Cairo were also on 
the table in Amman but there 
have been important changes. 
Badran says most of the pro¬ 
jects have now been studied 
more thoroughly. "Government 
ministries were asked for good- 
pr?- feasibility studies for their 
projects," she says, “so poten¬ 
tial investors will know what is 
in store." 

Another crucial change is 
that, unlike the 1995 Amman 
summit, where projects were 
classified as private, govern¬ 
ment and mixed ventures, the 
government is now looking at 
them entirely as vehicles for 
private investment. 

Overall the project list, 
which includes the industry, 
telecommunications, energy, 
water, transport and tourism 


sectors (see details in chart) 
seems well designed to attract 
investor interest. Most of the 
~ sectors included are not directly 
affected b y the regi onal pol iri- 
= cal climate. Even the sensitive 
sector of tourism has shown 
remarkable growth in the past 
two years. 

The industrial projects are 
concentrated on minerals 
exploitation, a sector in which 
Jordan already has solid experi¬ 
ence and a good track record in 
attracting private investment 
while interest in new telecom¬ 
munications projects is also 
high. 

With Jordan's limited natural 
energy sources this sector 
might seem hard to “sell" to 
international investors. But the 
government's expression of 
interest for a private oil refin¬ 
ery brought offers from 17 
companies early in 1996, 
although the government now 
seems to be turning its attention 
to the expansion of Jordan's 
existing refinery in Zerqa. The 
US' Enron Corporation has 
also recently reconfirmed its 
interest in establishing a liquid 
gas plant in Aqaba. 

Tourism could be seen as the 
most Vulnerable sector but it 
has seen extraordinary growth 
since the signing of the peace 
treaty between Jordan and 
Israel in 1994. As a result, lead¬ 
ing international names, includ¬ 
ing Movenpick. Marriott, 
Hyatt, Four Seasons and Accor 
are already involved in new 
projects in Amman and the 
Dead Sea. The Aqaba Regional 
Authority has also issued 


licences for four new hotels in Amman conference. A new 
Aqaba, including one for Jor- promotion of investment law is 
dan's first 100 per cent Israeli- ip place while a major reduc- 
owned investment, and other tion in customs formalities, a 
hotels together with a world __ forerunner to a new. custom's 
jreburse are also under !jvv - was introduced in Novem¬ 
ber. Other new economic legis¬ 
lations including securities, 
intellectual properly, monopo¬ 
lies and companies’ laws will 
go to parliament before the end 
of 1996. 

There have also been con¬ 
crete moves on the privatiza¬ 
tion from. The Telecommunica¬ 
tions Corporation (TCC) and 
the Jordan Electricity Authority 
have both been commercial¬ 
ized. the government has 
already announced its intern to 
sell a 26 percent stake in the 
TCC, and new telecommunica¬ 
tions services are open to the 
private sector. The Jordan 
Investment Corporation (JIC) is 


class golf course are also under 
consideration. 

The least obviously attrac¬ 
tive sectors to a private investor 
are water and public transport, 
where a strong social compo¬ 
nent can make attractive pric¬ 
ing a challenge. Jordan also 
lacks specific legislation to 
cover the Build Operate Own 
(BOO) and Build Operate 
Transfer (BOT) approach 
which the government would 
like to see for projects such as 
the Disi-Amman water 
conveyance. 

Government representatives 
in Cairo will be able to point to 
real progress in Jordan’s reform 
programme since the last 


also selling shares in a number 
of public companies. Including 
a substantial stake in the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) while the Minisuy of 
Transport is looking for consul¬ 
tants to help with the privatiza¬ 
tion of the Aqaba Railways 
Corporation. 

Jordan will also be partici¬ 
pating in the presentation of a 
range of regional projects in 
Cairo. The Jordan Rift Valley 
is back on the agenda as a joint 
Jordar.ian-lsraeli venture with 
12-13 projects, with tl» two 
sides each presenting two pro¬ 
jects in detail. So far it is 
known that Israel will present a 
joint tekcommunications pro¬ 
ject while Jordan has been 
elected to offer the Aqaba/ 
Peace airport and a logistics 
centre for land transport. 

Jordan will also be involved 
in the EU-sponsored Regional 
Economic Development Work¬ 
ing Group (REDWG) schemes 
which link it with Israel, the 
Palestinians and Egypt. 

Any regional project will 

Continued on page 2 


Yeltsin’s daughter develops liking for intrigue 
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Angola- . ThiN^ Dyachenko. 


By Susan Sachs 

LA Times- Washing ion Post 
News Service 

MOSCOW—Hers was a 
typical Russian woman's story. 
Trained as a mathematician. 
Ae bad a job calculating rocker 
trajectories but quit when her 
second son was bom. If she 
wanted to talk politics instead 
of babies, her opinionated 
father would remind her to 
mind her own business. 
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daughter 
President 
Boris N. 

Yeltsin, has 
come a' long, 
long way. 

Suddenly,-at 
foe age of 36, 

she has become, arguably, the 
second-most influential person 
in Russia, subordinate only to 
her ailing faiher. 

Officially, she is simply one 
member of the analytical center 
nm by Anatoli Chubais, her 
friend and Yeltsin’s new chief 
of staff. Unofficially, she is 


ody *' bo n ,,- a r d ,d J. said to be gatekeeper to the 

? r than u pot ** m sequestered president —the 

»je him- juliu-\ ^p. 


principal channel through 
which requests, proposals, 
gossip, rumors and petitions 
reach Yeltsin. 

/ Her position, added to her 
'alliance with the widely 
detested Chubais, has made her 
a lightning rod for criticism 
from Yeltsin’s political 
enemies. 

"Perhaps she has brains, but 
she is only a daughter and not 
an experienced 

politician,"ex-chief or 
stall Nikolai 
Yegorov. one of 
the losers in the 
Kremlin power 
Struggle for 

Yeltsin's ear, 
groused last week 
to a Russian 
newspaper. “She 
has absolutely no 
experience in this area and can 
be easily manipulated" 

Others on the outs with 

Yeltsin go further still. 

Fired national securily 

adviser Alexander Lebed 

blamed Chubais for plotting his 
dismissal- But he said Chubais 
used Dyachenko to persuade 
Yeltsin and bring the plot lo 
fruition. 


port 


"There isn't a woman alive 
who can't be swayed." said 
Lebed, in reference to Yeltsin's 
daughter. 

Former presidential 

bodyguard and ex-KGB Gen. 
Alexander Korzhakov, who for 
years controlled access to 
Yeltsin and vetted all his mail, 
also said Dyachenko allows 
herself to be used by Chubais in 
a sinister but implausible plot to 
mislead Yeltsin and take over 
Russia. 

“She brings him (Yeltsin) the 
papers and the papers are all 
prepared in Chubais' 
headquarters," the embittered 
Korzhakov charged in an 
interview with The Guardian 
newspaper last week. 

It was quite a change from 
the Korzhakov of six months 
ago, who was firmly entrenched 
as Yeltsin's confidant and saw 
Dyachenko as little more than a 
temporary Kremlin novelty. 

“It's good that Tatyana takes 
an active port in the election 
campaign," he said in April. 
"It’S important to have a person 
who can openly tell the 
president . anything. even 
something that is sure: to 
displease him ... And besides, 


Tanya is her father's daughter. 
She has inherited in full 
Yeltsin's firmness of purpose." 

Yeltsin, although obviously 
detached from day-to-day 
government affairs, is not so 
far removed from the intrigues 
bubbling around him to have 
missed the latest Korzhakov 
crack about his daughter. 

He quickly ordered 
Korzhakov strippwl of his rank 
and dismissed from the 
military for what he called “a 
scries of slanderous 
announcements addressed at 
the president of the Russian 
Federation and members of his 
family." 

A [went since June from the 
Kremlin and under doctors' 
care as he awaits bypass 
surgery. the 65-year-old 
Yeltsin sees only a handful of 
people each week. Chubais and 
other aides say he reads 
dossiers and signs decrees foe a 
few hours each day. But he 
meets his prime minister just 
once a week and communicates 
with most of his staff by 
memo. 

* Even thnt meager contact 
with the outside world is about 
to end. Yeltsin has canceled all 


appointments and tVork for 
"special" tests, and the 
Kremlin Iasi Wednesday saidj 
his medical team would 
announce a date for the 
operation early next week. 

In the absence of Yeltsin's 
strong hand and his knack for 
playing various courtiers 
against each other, the 
hyperactive Chubais, 41, has 
been able to convert his job as 
head of the presidential 
administration into a highly 
visible position that gives him 
a hand in all the critical 
committees and circles of 
power. 

But Chubais is 
controversial, and much of the 
controversy is rubbing ofT on 
Dyachenko. Admired by some 
as a top-notch manager and 
advocate of free-market 
reforms, Chubais is also 
widely blamed for Russia’s 
flawed privatization program, 
which failed to deliver on its 
promises of prosperity for 
ordinary Russians. 

Fired earlier in the year by 
Yeltsin, he was welcomed 
bock to the fold to revive the 


* Continued on page 2 
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Children show staggering | 
Journalistic sense 


By Manal Omar 

Special io The Star 


THE REPRESENTATIVE from the Jordan 
News Agency ■ Petra I stared blankly back at 
the 15 yearned boy. Then, with a smile 
spreading across his face, he answered mat- 
ler-of-facdv. “I do not know the answer to 


your question. 

It was not the first time that a participant 
from the three-day seminar titled Fcnng 
Journalists had left one of the speakers 
speechless. The 30 students chosen from 
Amman. Zarqa, Madaba. and Salt left a 
strong impression with whoe\er they came 
across. 

The seminar, sponsored by the Builders of 
the Future Forum (BFFi and UNICEF, 
began last Thursday 31 October. It was not 
mere lectures with students taking notes. 
Rather, the seminar involved intense pamri- 
' pation from each student. In many cases, the 
students assumed the role of lecturer as they 
eloquently voiced their views and opinions. 
The intelligence of the students and the 
strength in character was clearly symbolized 
in each question they asked and the rich 
debate which inevitably ensued. 

In the opening ceremony held at the Hava 
Cultural Center in Shmeisani. a number of 
youth groups performed outstanding presen¬ 
tations' ranging from Jatka to poetry reci¬ 
tals. In a speech Ayat Qadoumi. a youth rep¬ 
resenting BFF. called on the Minister of 
Information Marwan Muasher. the mass 
media, teachers, and the vouth themselves lo 


protect children’s rights. 

"It is easy for one of the ministers to 
attend such opening ceremonies, but the 
moment it is over they leave behind all lhar 
they have heard." said Yousef, a 17 year-old 
participant and a member of BFF. "When¬ 
ever I talk about children's rights people look 
at me and say 'with all your height you’re 
still a kid? ” BFF emphasizes that under 
international definitions, a child is anyone 
under 18 years of age. 

The three-day seminar was included a 
number of activities that were beneficial to 
young students who wanted to pursue a jour¬ 
nalism career. UNICEF and BFF filled the 
agenda with highly qualified speakers and a 
number of field trips, where the students 
could witnessed behind-the-scene activities 
in journalism. Yet throughout the most out¬ 
standing part of the workshop was the youths 
themsefves. It was clear that the initiative to 
Icam was from within, and as they entered 
debates with adults it was easy to forget that 
many were as young as 14 years old. 

"I don’t understand why there is not more 
programs on TV for youths.” a girl from 
Zarqa asked Dr Mohammed Ai Shrayda 
from Yarmouk University. “Why do they 
think they can put programs on TV about 
Michael Jackson and say it is for youth. We 
have real issues and problems we like to dis¬ 
cuss." Dr Shrayda agreed with the girl, and a 
debate about the role of journalism in pro¬ 
tecting children’s rights followed. Dr 
Shrayda suggested the children voice their 
opinions lo JTV directly. 


Two days later when Suhad Irteimeh from 
JTV and Firyal Samhori from the radio 
came, the youths indeed raised their objec¬ 
tions. "I would like to know how something 
like the Bold and the Beautiful, which has 
nothing to do with our culture lasted on TV 
for so long. Don’t you think we could have 
used the half hour for something more pro¬ 
ductive?" asked Samer also from Zarqa. He 
was not the only one to v oice his opinion, the 
questions poured in until the last minute of 
the allotted time. 

The primary objective of the seminar was 
to help sharpen the students’ skills. In reality, 
the seminar served as an outlet for their 
voices to be heard. As speakers came to 
deliver lectures they found themselves talk¬ 
ing to people who were well informed. The 
students took advantage of the field trips to 
Petra. JTV and radio, and Al Asn-aq newspa¬ 
per. While visiting the radio station, they 
were interviewed by the English and Arabic 
programs. During their visit to Al Aswaq. 
they proposed to Fardous Al Masri. director 
of public relations, to increase their page 
from one to an entire supplement. 

"This is the goal of BFF. We want our 
activities to serve as a springboard for youth 
to grow." explains Fares Jaber. the youth 
organizer of the seminar. BFF has been 
active with youth activities for the past two 
years. Currently, the membership has 
reached a total of 60. In addition, ihe organi¬ 
zation has expanded from Amman to 
branches in Zarqa and Salt 

The activities that are held are produced 



and implemented by the youth themselves. 
“The students approached’me as a result of 
the BFF show. They felt that half an hour 
was noi enough.’’ explained Issam Zawawi. 
president of BFF. The determination of the 
members of BFF has led each member into 
developing a sense of responsibility that one 
could argue the adults in our community 
lack. 

This seminar is the third one organized by 
the teenagers. In addition to the weekly tele¬ 
vision prog r am, they also have a full page in 
Al Aswaa "newspaper every Monday, which 
is written and produced by the youth them¬ 
selves. "We look at this as a training course 
for a regular supplement or magazine of our 
own.” states Jaber. 


.As the end of the seminar approached, 
participants wished there was more time. "I 
feel like we have just scratched the surface. 
There is so much more I would like to 
know," explains Taghreed from Amman. 
Neither three days or three weeks could 
quench the insatiable thirst for knowledge of 
these youth. The strength and skills of each 
one was apparent throughout the three days, 
making the seminar a huge success. 

Well deserved certificates of recognition 
were handed out by UNICEF and BFF. As 
everyone bid farewell, the adults who partici¬ 
pated during the three days let out a sigh of 
relief. If the youth are a reflection of the 
future to come. Jordan's future looks very 
bright. ■ 


Clinton caps comeback with convincing re-election 


Continued from page 1 


all Americans. 1 wish him well 
and Godspeed." 

Gore introduced the presi¬ 
dent as "a man from Hope who 
tonight becomes a man for his¬ 
tory?’ He noted that Clinton 
was one of only six Democrats 
elected to tw’o presidential 
terms, adding his name to “his¬ 
tory’s short list" of great leaders 
of America. 

The speeches were con¬ 
cluded with a display of fire¬ 
works. The crowd reveled late 
into the night of Clinton's 
greatest—and last—electoral 
triumph. 

Dole conceded at 11:25 pm 
US time in a hotel ballroom in 
Washington. He 53id that he 
had just spoken to Clinton, 
whom he called "my opponent 
and not my enemy.” . 

"I wished him well-and. 
pledged by support." Dole said, 
looking' surprisingly energetic 
after ah exhausting round-the- 
clock final four-day push. The 
crowd of mostly young sup¬ 
porters and volunteers repeat¬ 
edly chanted. "Thank you. 
Bob.” 

Clinton took a commanding 


lead in electoral votes from the 
very start, winning virtually 
every Eastern and Midwestern 
state, several bv more than 20 


points. 

Clinton captured not only 
the major states he won four 
years ago—Pennsylvania. 

New Jersey. Ohio. Illinois and 
Michigan among them—but 
also Republican strongholds 
such as Florida, which he 
won. and Arizona, where he 
held a strong lead. Based on a 
combination of actual results 
and projections based bn pol¬ 
ling. Clinton gained the 270 
electoral votes needed for vic¬ 
tory when polls closed at 9 pm 
jUS time] in 12 states around 
the country, including. New 
York. Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

Perot, who ran on the ticket 
of “ his self-created Reform 
Party while'accepting $29 mil¬ 
lion in. public election funds, 
carried no states. The Texas 
billionaire, in his concession 
statement, said that his sup¬ 
porters should demand reform 
of the system of campaign 
finance that both parties had 
abused. 

"We've got to keep the pres¬ 


sure on." he said at his Dallas 
headquarters. 

The exit poll interviews and 
Clinton's victory margin indi¬ 
cated that a majority of voters 
ultimately could find no com¬ 
pelling reason to unseat a man 
whom" they find flawed but 
untilreatening. at times weak 
but always empathetic. The 
findings seem to validate that 
Clinton, more than any other 
figure of his political genera¬ 
tion, has proved at once infuri¬ 
ating and incomparably seduc¬ 
tive to the public. 

Dole, although a valiant war 
hero and a legendary legisla¬ 
tor. could not in four attempts 
at national office—once as 
then-President Ford's tunning 
mate in 1976. twice as an 
unsuccessful contender for the 
GOP presidential nomination 
and now thiS yeaf as its stan¬ 
dard-bearer —r mold a coher¬ 
ent message .or: craft a persona 
that appealed to a majority of 
his countrymen. 

Clinton won a larger per¬ 
centage of the votes than he 
did in 1992—thanks to 
Reform Pany candidate Ross 
Perot's losing half the votes 
he won four years ago. But 
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more voters— 52 percent, 
according to the exit polls — 
said they were concerned or 
scared about his having a sec¬ 
ond term than the 46 percent 
who described themselves as 
excited or optimistic. And half 
of Clinton’s own supporters 
said they had serious reserva¬ 
tions about voting for him. 

In Amman the government 
of Jordan welcomed on 

Wednesday the results of 
the American presidential 
elections in which President 
Bill Clinton won a seeopd 
term. Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said in a 
statement to Jordan News 
Agency (Petra) "while we con¬ 
gratulate President Clinton on 
this winning, we look forward 
for a boosted American role in 
moving the peace process for¬ 
ward' to reach its only logical 
end. which is the conclusion 
of peace accords on all tracks 
that safeguard the rights of the 
Palestinian people and other 
Arab peoples." 

Dr Muasher expected the 
American peace efforts to be 
intensified in Mr Clinton's 
second term since the Ameri¬ 
can president is concerned 
with making peace and enjoys 
in this term a greater freedom 
of movement. Thus, Dr 
Muasher added, the peacie 
process will certainly witness 
a new momentum in the com¬ 
ine months. ■ 


High hopes with moderate 
expectations await Cairo 


I, Continued from page 1 


have to struggle against Lhe cur¬ 
rently poor state of regional 
political and economic rela¬ 
tions. Two Israeli government 
ministers have announced that 
they will not anend the confer¬ 
ence while West Bank industri¬ 
alists are boycotting the event 
in protest at Israeli policies 
which have damaged the Pales¬ 
tinian economy severely and 
make the chance of any foreign 
investment increasingly 

remote. 

Jordanian businessmen have 
also become increasingly reluc¬ 
tant to consider ventures with 
Israeli partners both in reaction 
to Israeli policies in the West 
, Bank and Lebanon and because 
of the continuing barriers to 
• Jordanian trade with both Pal¬ 
estine and Israel. 

Even Jordan’s Civil Aviation 
Authority has announced that 
while as a joint project the 
Aqaba airport has been priced 
at $250 million. If purely Jorda¬ 
nian. the venture could cost as 
little as $80 million, as strong 
an incentive as any investor 
would want to go national 
rather than regional. 

The challenge facing Jordan, 
and the other panicipants in the 
Cairo conference, is to con¬ 
vince potential investors that its 
attractions as a stable, open 
economy, outweigh continuing 
regional instability and the fail¬ 


ure of the peace process to 
make progress. 

Jordan's private sector has 
changed its approach for Cairo 
with" the 35-40 businessmen 
who have signed up planning to 
. promote their projects individu¬ 
ally rather than as a joint effort 
as they did in Amman. The Jor¬ 
danian turnout is respectable 
but in general the mood in the 
business community is not pos¬ 
itive and there are certainly not 
the high expectations of ($95. 


■ Production of potassium sul¬ 
phate and di-calcium 
phosphate 

■ Production of potassium 
nitrate 

■ Glass sand production 

■ Gold exploration 

■ Copper exploration 

■ Kaolin/dav 


Al- 


Transport sector 

■ Aqaba-Wadi II & 
Shidiya Railway Link 

■ Light rail system for Greater 
Amman 

■ Development of Aqaba 
airport 

■ Zerqa-Iraqi border railway 


Jordanian projects 


Energy sector 

■ Power generation expansion 

■ Refinery expansion &. 
development 

■ Oil & gas exploration 


Telecommunications sector 

■ New telecommunications 
services 

■ Data network 


Tourism sector 
■ Aqaba tourist area 
M Dead Sea Tourist area 


Industry and mining 

■ Production of magnesium 
oxide 

■ Magnesium metal plant 


Water ' 

■ Water conveyance system" 
from Disi to Amman 


US foreign policy maintains steady 
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El Sherif. 

And for this to happen there 
must be a concerted Arab 
stand, one that could push and 
influence the direction of the 



peace process. 

“The Arab world must work 
out a comprehensive Arab strat¬ 
egy to contain Likud so that it 
abides by the international 
legitimacy and international 
Jaw. this can be done and it 
should be done." says Abu 
Jaber 

El Sherif sees the Arab fac¬ 
tor as crucial in all this. He says 
that it is only through a unified 
Arab stand that Europe can 
have a role and help the peace 
atmosphere in the Middle East. 
Further to that it can play a 
counterbalance to Israel which 
is supported by the Americans. 

“I believe electing Clinton 
won’t be a dramatic change for 
the policies of the US are"influ- 
enced by many pressures, like 


the . European role, the awak¬ 
ening of the Arab world, and 
the Palestinians in West Bank 
and Gaza strip. These pressures 
will be more effective than the 
US presidential decisions." Fai¬ 
sal, an opposition deputy says. 

But apart from the peace 
process, it is argued that the in¬ 
cumbent US foreign policy in 
the region will witness few 
changes. However, people are 
giving the Clinton administra¬ 
tion, the benefit of the doubt at 
least for the time being. Izziden 
asks rhetorically whether Clin¬ 
ton has a different foreign poli¬ 
cy initiatives, "what will hap¬ 
pen to Iraq, what will happen 
to Libya, is he prepared to car¬ 
ry on with the same old poli- 
cyT’ 

“1 do not think that there will 
be a dramatic change regarding 
all these issues. But I think that 
there will be a slow change 
specifically in relation to Iraq.” 
he concludes. ■ 


Yeltsin’s 

daughter 

develops 

liking 
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president" flagging 

re-election campaign. He 
helped engineer the firing 
of Korzhakov jn June and 
the firing of political rival 
Lebed this month. 

His alliance with 

Dyachenko has - been 
evident since the 

campaign, when she broke 
with Russian tradition and 
took an open and active 
image-making role for ter 
fatter. She quickly became 
associated with the 
Chubais axis of 

presidential aides, which 
includes the director of the 
independent television 
station NTV and the pan 

owner of the 

quasi-government station 
ORT. 

In the ensuing banie 
between Korzhakov and 
Chubais for influence in 
Yeltsin's camp. 

Dyachenko sided with 

Chubais against Yeltsin's 
longtime drinking buddy. 

Attacks on her by 
Korzhakov's friends since 
then show just how 
shocking it must have been 
for the ousted bodyguard. 


‘Under the pressure of 


her new friends. Tatyana 
changed her attitude 
toward Korzhakov,” Valeri 
Streletsky. a Korzhakov 
intimaLe who also served in 
the presidential guard, 
recalled recently in a 
newspaper interview. 

“Korzhakov warned 
Tatyana about these people 
trying to get close to the 
presidential family through 
her.” he added. “He even 
showed her materials on 
her friends." 

In an interview 
conducted just before 
Korzhakov was fired, 
Dyachenko said she 
faulted her father for just 
one thing. 

“I’m surprised how he 
can tolerate beside him the 
people who let him down ” 
she said. "They should 
have been sacked." 

The full extent of 
Dyachenko's influence on 
government policy and 
Kremlin personnel matters 
is - almost impossible to* 
gauge. Only rarely does 
she give interviews, and 
then only to the Russian 
TV stations that are 
controlled by ' two of 
Chubais' closest banker 
friends. Newsday’s 

requests through her 
friends and staff for an 
interview were ignored. 

But the attacks on her by 
the displaced Yeltsin 
cronies have had a 
cumulative effect. Russian 


newspapers are writing 
about her more and 
more—and not in the 
fawning manner usually 
reserved for the families of 
political leaders. 

Sovielskaya Rossiya, in 
reviewing criticism leveled 
against Dyachenko, even 
included an allusion to 
King Lear, the ailing 
Shakespearean monarch 
betrayed by his ambitious 
daughters. 

Not since the 
fashionable and outspoken 
Raisa Gorbachev, wife of 
the last leader of the 
now-<Jefunct Soviet Union, 
has a woman aroused such 
strong political malice. ■ 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 



Primakov in Jordan 

■ The Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov, who 
ended a two-day visit List Sunday to Jordan said that the 
views of Jordan and Russia on she majority of regional and 
international issues are similar. His visit to the country 
was pan of a regional tour that included Syrjj, Lebanon. 
Egypt. Israel and the Palestinian National Authority con¬ 
trolled areas. On Saturday. Mr Primakov met with His 
Majesty King Hussein and the Prime Minister. Mr Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti. He also met with HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan earlier on in the day. During a press conference 
held Sunday, Mr Primakov said that Russia was not trying 
to compere with the L'S in Arab-Israeli peace-making, 
however. “Russia would resume its traditional role in the 
Middle East so as to guarantee equilibrium and stability." 
but he emphasized that Russia docs not warn to step on 
"anyone rise's line " He added that during his lout he was 
urged by Arab leaders for hi* country to play a more effec¬ 
tive role in the peace process He pointed out that he deliv¬ 
ered messages between Syria and Israel to reduce tension 
between the two countries. 

Men acquitted in Wadi Al Mujeb case 

■ The Criminal Court has acquitted the two men that 
were accused of attacking a French diplomat in Wadi Al 
Mujeb last year. Salem Al Jaradat and Ahmed Al S’ouh 
were accused of firing at the diplomat and his wife who 
were picnicking at the time. The presiding judge Ahdel 
Rahman Tawfiq said that the court was satisfied that the 
bullet which was fired at the diplomat did not come from 
the weapon that was held by Salem Jaradat. It came from 
one of the weapons which was held by the police at the 
scene. 

Doctor's killer sentenced to death 

■ The 24 year-old man who was chraged with the murder 
of Dr Iman Rafiq Yassin who worked in the Islamic Hos¬ 
pital is sentenced to death by the Criminal Court. He has 
two weeks to appeal to the Court of Cassation. The murder 
was carried out on 10 August at the doctor's flat opposite 
the University of Jordan. The man, who worked as a nnner- 
in the building where the doctor lived, was observing her 
movement. She lived with her father who travelled fre¬ 
quently to Syria for short stays there. The man waited for 

- the father to go then made his move. One night he climbed 
into her bedroom through the window and strangulated 
her. He was charged with murder in the first degree and 
attempted rape. His claim that he was drunk at the time 
was dismissed by the judge. If he was drunk, he would not 
have been able to climb into her fiat. 

Give u$ our daily homos! 

■ While the Restaurant Owners Associations arc calling 
for an increase in the price of popular food like homos, 
fool and falafcl. the Consumers Protection Society |,CPS) 
is calling for exactly the opposite. The owners of restau¬ 
rants warn the price increase to offset sales tax which they 
have to pay. but the CPS says this is a poor excuse espe¬ 
cially since the price of chick-peas on the international 
markets has decreased dramatically within the last week. 
The price of a kilogram of wheat went down by 300 fils on 
the local market whereas before it was between 900 fils 
and JD I. Today one kilogram of chickpeas costs between 
600 fils to 700 fils. CPS president Dr Mohammad Obeidat 
said that the price of popular food should go down accord- 
ingjy, but 1 think this is a pipe dream! 

Gang caught in Amman 

■ The Amman police finally caught three thieves that 
managed to steal the contents of 120 cars within the lust 
three months. The gang, which is from Jabal Al Nuzha. 
operated in southern Amman especially in Sehab, Abu 
Alanda, Al Rajib and Al Abdalli. The thieves used to leave 
their houses and embark on a night of pillage. 

Committing suicide 

■ A very sad story’ made national headlines earlier this 
week as two people in Jera&h committed suicide because 
their parents wouldn't consent to their marriage. A tragic 
happening, the young man (24), and the young woman 
(22) shot themselves because they saw no way out. In a 
suicide note, they stated that they might be joined together 
in the afterlife. The man shot his beloved one in the head i 
three times and then pointed the gun to his head. He died j 
instantly. The girl, although declared brain dead, her heart I 
continued to beat for Lhrce days. The love story continued 
for two years, but under no circumstances, the parents 
would allow the young couple to marry. On the day the 
two took their lives, the girl. Kholoud. was due to he 
engaged to someone else. In the note they left behind, they 
wished to be buried together. But even this didn’t come 
true. Kholoud was buried in Amman as her parents live in 
Al Hussein Camp. 

Al Faisaii takes it to hart! 

D It seems that Al Faisaii Club is to freeze all its football 
activities. It has already called for a general meeting of the 
club members to be held for 21 November. A final deci¬ 
sion will be taken then, but it is understood that the club is 
very upset with its fans who went on a rampage after a 
match with A! Wihdat last month. It is understood thai Al 
Faisalt’s decision which is not yet final has to do with 
'financial considerations. Jordanian football is suffering 
■ economically and need state funds to help it survive. His 
Majesty King Hussein has already donated Jp 1 million in 
" support of sport in this country and the Ministry of Youlh 
is to give a further JD 400,000. 
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Christainity in government 
schools starts a “shy debate” 

Since the early ‘70s, the Christian community has called for the 
teaching of the Christian religion in government schools. However 
this demand was brushed off, that is until today. 


By Racd Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

THE DECISION of the gov¬ 
ernment to allow the teaching 
of Christianity in government 
schools was warmly received 
by the Christian community 
in Jordan. However. Islamists 
are yet to make up their ntind 
about such a decision. 

Christians in Jordan num¬ 
ber about 200,000, that is 
about eight percent of the 
population, while Sunni Mus¬ 
lims form the majority .it 92 
percent. 

The three main Christian 
churches in Jordan arc Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox and Greek 
Orthodox, yet the (eachim> of 
the Christian religion is only 
taught in private Christian 
schools. 

Up till now only Islam as a 
religion is taught in govern¬ 
ment schools. 

Since the early ’70s. the 
Christian community lias 
called for (he teaching of the 
Christian religion in govern¬ 
ment schools. However this 
demand was brushed off, that 
is until today. 

During his visit to the Min¬ 
istry ol Education last week. 
Prime Minister, Mr Ahdel 
Karim Al Kahuriti. outlined 
the government intention to 
introduce a new method of 
religious cducatiun. “Relig¬ 
ious education is basic in the 
educational process, hut it 
does not mean Islamic educa¬ 
tion alone." said Mr Kahuriti. 
'i hope you understand (hat 
education. Islamic or Chris¬ 


tian. complement each other 
in finding common 
objectives." 

Mr Kabariti said that the 
Ministry t»! Education should 
make sure that the process of 
introducing Christian leach¬ 
ing in government schools 
runs smouthh. 

Such a decision is warmly 
received by Jordanian Chris¬ 
tians as Monsignor Dr Raouf 
AI Najar points' out. "Chris¬ 
tianity and/or Islamic Educa¬ 
tion arc an essential pan of 
the educational process, it is a 
basic necessity because of its 
moral values,” Monsignor Al 
Najar added. 

Christians are represented 
in Parliament, through the 
Christian quota. Nine mem¬ 
bers of the Lower House and 
lour members in the Upper 
House are Christians 

During last year’s seventh 
Lower House ordinary ses¬ 
sion. (he Christian deputies 
proposed introducing legisla¬ 
tion's to teach Christianity as 
a subject in government 
sellouts, and tu have an offi¬ 
cial holiday on Christmas 
Day im 25 December Tlieir 
demands were entertained hy 
the former Prime Minister 
Sheri I (now Prince! Zaid Ben 
Shaker However, a compro¬ 
mise was reached, lie m.iJe 
the New Year Day, l January, 
as an ollicial holiday instead. 

During that session the 
Islamists in the Lower House 
worked hard to bring down 
any measure that would intro¬ 
duce the teaching of Chris- 


Ciller visits Amman soon 

TURKISH DEP¬ 
UTY Prime Minis- 
tcr/Ministcr of For¬ 
eign Affairs Tansu 
Ciller will make an 
official visit to 
amman in the sec¬ 
ond week of 
November. 

Accompanied by 
an official delega¬ 
tion comprising of \ 
senior officials. 
businessmen and *3$L_ 
mediamen, die 
Turkish Ambassa- 5*^ 
dor in Amman 
Ahmet Omer said 
Iasi Monday. 

Mr Omer told _ 

Jordan News Ciller 
Agency l Petra) his 

country believes that bilateral cooperation could achieve 
good results for Jordan and Turkey in Particular and the 
region in general, thus Turkey's 

keenness on including businessmen in this official delega¬ 
tion. Turkish businessmen will hold meetings and talks with 
their jordanian counterparts, Mr Omer added. ■ 
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ii.mil> m government schools 
.Hid uppused the new year 
national holiday. 

"The identity of this coun¬ 
try in tvlam. that is why we 
opposed the new year meas¬ 
ure We must noi surrender 
the country"', identity." said 
Mr Ham/ah Mjnsour (he 
spokesman of the Islamic 
bloc in Parliament, and mem¬ 
ber of the Islamic Action 
From (IAFl Mr Munsour was 
frank. He stated that the 1AF 
ha.s not yet reached a decision 
about the teaching of Chris¬ 
tianity in public schools. 
“Such u .subject is very sensi¬ 
tive." adding that "the 1AF 
ha.s set up a special commit¬ 
tee to study the issue.” It 
seems from this that the Isla¬ 
mists have not closed all 
doors. 

Christians believe that the 
teaching of Christianity in 
schools will enforce the arti¬ 
cles in the constitution which 
guarantee the protection and 
the right of worship for all. 
and equality between all 
Jordanians 

Bishop Salim Al Sayegh of 
the Latin Vicariate said this 
decision is aimed to "orient 
the the students on the princi¬ 
ples i«l religion, something 
that j.s in the interest of the 
country." 

"I believe that it's a step 
that strengthens the general 
social education of the mem¬ 
bers of the Christian commu¬ 
nity." said deputy Bassam 
Hnddudin, w-ho represents a 
Christian seat in Zarqa. "I 
want more openness. All stu¬ 
dents should learn even if just 
a little hit, about other 
religions.” 

Official sources told The 
Star that the intention of the 
government is to introduce 
the teaching of Christianity as 
a subject in stale schools but 
this still requires a lot of dis¬ 
cussion and debate. 

The source added that the 
government is optimistic 
because the initial reaction 
from the Islamists has not 
r bVen hostile, and especially 
*■ since the IAF accepts Chris¬ 
tians within its rank and file. 

Even, the Muslim Brother¬ 


hood have refused to com¬ 
ment directly or. the issue. 
"The subject is very sensitive, 
complicated, and needs the 
cooperation of all parries con¬ 
cerned," ihe movement's 
spokesman said. "The move¬ 
ment is studying it from all its 
religious, political and 
national aspects ” 

Dr Ishaq Al Farhan. IAF 
secretary general, said the 
Islamic religion is the official 
religion of Jordan, according 
to ihe Constitution. But "it is 
possible for Christian students 
to have specific periods to 
learn about their religion." 
However, he does not believe 
in teaching Christianity as a 
specific subject in public 
schools. Dr Farhan thinks it 
would be more productive to 
allocate specific periods for 
the study of religion from a 
comparative perspective and 
within the context of a 
national education curricula. 

Dr Farhan believes that 
from a practical point of view 
it would be difficult to teach 
Christianity as a subject in 
government schools because 
of the expense that would be 
involved and the limited num- 1 
ber of teachers. j 

Mr Haddadin disagrees 
emphatically, "it is not true 
to say that the expense will be 
great. In Syrian schools for 
example, all denominations 
are taught." He added, that 
"teaching Christianity would 
be wholly practically if it is 
thoroughly studied." 

In Amman "we have a num¬ 
ber of religious rehabilitation 
centres, which graduated tens 
of people who arc qualified to 
teach Christianity." said 
Bishop AI Sayegh. "Since a 
long time all the Christian 
denominations in Jordan 
adopted the 'Syrian curricu¬ 
lum.' which is also accepted 
by the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion," to teach in private 
schools. 

Mr Al Sayegh added that 
expense is not an obstacle. 
"Christian schools teach the 
Islamic religion for ils stu¬ 
dents and it pays the allow¬ 
ances of the teachers of these 
subjects." ■ 
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Chairman of Lower 
House committee is 
scathing about 
Likud government 

By Haradan .Al Hajj 

Special Jo i/ic Star 

THE LATEST attitude of the Israeli hardline government 
headed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu implies that 
Israel i> not really interested in peace-making. 

Deputy Dr Fawzi Tueimah. the chairman of the Lower 

House Committee on Arab and____ 

International Affairs accuses ■ 

the Israeli government of 
blocking the peace process. 

"This government insists on re¬ 
negotiating issues that were 
previously approved by the for¬ 
mer government such as the 
redeployment of Israeli troops 
in Hebron, and the release of 
detainees," he tells The Star. 

The Israeli government should 
really be preparing for the final 
stage of the negotiations that 
includes discussions over the 
status of Jerusalem, he added. t., i. 

Dr Tueimah says thaL the Tueunah 
closure imposed on the West 

Bonk and Gaza is inhumane and harms the Palestinian econ¬ 
omy. Such Israeli measures, he says, have nothing to do with 
peace, and economic co-operation. 

The Israeli obsession of security, indicates abnormal fears 
that are inconsistent with the current political situation and 
returns the region to the no-peace no-war situation. Israeli 
security and safety, won’t be achieved unless a comprehen¬ 
sive peace is implemented. This requires her to recognize the 
righis of the whole Arab world and the Palestinians right to 
establish their independent state. 

Jerusalem belongs to all monotheistic religions and believ¬ 
ers from whatever religion must not be allowed to deal with 
this city as if it was their own. he adds. This is approved by 
the United Nations since 194S. Dr Tueimah says. The inter¬ 
national community rejects any attempt to divide Jerusalem 
or build more settlements. 

Moreover, the eastern side of Jerusalem should certainly 
be the capital of the coming Palestinian independent state, he 
points out. 

However, the Israeli government deals with the Palestin¬ 
ian nation as inhabitants and not as owners of their land. 

Such a hardline policy formalizes the essence of the con¬ 
flict and creates obstacles to any progress in the Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations. 

The European interest in pushing forward the peace nego¬ 
tiations is a real indication of the jeopardy in the peace pro¬ 
cess. Dr Tueimah says. Now thai President Clinton was re¬ 
elected we are likely to see more pressure on Israel to 
deebre its commitment to the peace process. 

However, the region will remain rensc as long as the peace 
process does not include all Arab states. Iraq which has a 
strategic importance is being excluded by Israel and the 
United States. Its role in the Middle East formula cannot be 
ignored. Dr Tueimah says. Also, the issue of* peace talks with 
Syria and Lebanon should be given more importance. 

But he warns that it is Israel that will be the main loser so 
long as it operates under the principle of land for security. 

Jordan was and will still be the most country affected by 
the events on the Palestinian side. What is happening in Pal¬ 
estine cannot be separated from what happens in Jordan. The 
two nations has one destiny and Israel won't be able to 
divideihero, DrTutimah maintains. 

Dr. Tueimah is confident thatthere will be stronger Jorda- 
niaxi-Palestiruan co-ordination to - counter the aggressive J 
actions of the Likud government. ■ j 
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What we expect from Mr Clinton 

NOW THAT President Bill Clinton has been re-elected what are we to expect with 
regards to the paralyzed Middle East peace process? There is no doubt that Arab 
parties to the now faltering Madrid process see the victory of the incumbent presi¬ 
dent as a positive development after so many frustrating events that started with the 
assassination last year of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and culminated with 
the rise to power of a right-wing Likud-led government in Israel in May of this 
year. 

The defeat of Labor leader Shimon Peres by Benjamin Netanyahu, an opponent to 
the peace process and a hard-liner, has led to a dangerous set-back to the five-vear- 
old process. That process had given birth to the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, the 
Palestinian-Israeli Declaration of Principles and serious negotiations between Syria 
and Israel over the future of the occupied Golan Heights. 

But with Netanyahu's assumption of power in Israel, by a narrow margin of votes 
revealing a deeply divided Israeli electorate, has reversed that process and put its fu¬ 
ture, and that of the region, in the balance. 

The United States, the only key sponsor of the peace process, has failed to send a 
clear message to Netanyahu, who immediately unfroze Israel's controversial, and il¬ 
legal, policy of building and expanding Jewish settlements, confiscating Arab lands, 
altering the* Arab identity of East Jerusalem and negating the main points in the self- 
rule agreement, the Oslo Accords, with the Palestinians. 

Washington's lethargy and ineptitude was traced to domestic issues: the presiden¬ 
tial US elections and the candidates’ dependency on Jewish votes in key states. 

Still, President Clinton tried to put pressure on the rebellious Netanyahu, who 
never forgave Mr Clinton for backing Mr Peres in the May election. But the Wash¬ 
ington summit last month was meant to boost Mr Clinton’s image at home rather 
than comer Netanyahu. 

As a result, the Israeli premier dragged his feet on the implementation of the Heb¬ 
ron agreement and his ministers made no secret that they wanted to renegotiate that 
agreement, and many others, thus violating the letter and spirit of the Oslo Accords 
and the Declaration of Principles. 

There is almost an international consensus that the present Israeli government is 
threatening the survival of the Middle East process. There is a worrying feeling that 
Netanyahu’s fiery and provocative rhetoric could drag the region to war and chaos. 
With this in mind, the Clinton administration must act swiftly to save the process 
from collapse. It must do this by making it clear to Netanyahu that he risks damag¬ 
ing Israel’s relations with the US and the rest of the world if he continues with his 
policies. 

He must be made to understand that he will not be allowed tQ wreck the peace, 
process and push the region to the verge of war. Mr Clinton must not waver from 
doing so immediately. Now he can afford to do this. ■ 



Palestinian President Yassir Arafat receives British Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
in his office in Gaza, Sunday. 
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Israel’s ambassador in Cairo 
seeks to spread the word! 


By Samir Raafat 

ZVI MAZEL'S foreign post¬ 
ings read like a drama novel. If 
the president's extinction in 
Mazel's first country of posting 
was spared, the leaders of the 
regimes in his third and fourth 
postings were brutally killed in 
front of the TV cameras. Mazel 
replaces Egyptian-born David 
Sultan who'was named Israel’s 
ambassador to Canada earlier 
this year and left Cairo in Sep¬ 
tember. The post of Am¬ 
bassador to Egypt had been 55 
vacant since. 

Mazel. a career diplo¬ 
mat. is Israel's sixth envoy 
to Egypt since the signing 5 
of the peace treaty’ in 
March 1979. Of his’ six 
predecessors, two were po¬ 
litical appointees. Knesset Q 
Member Eliahu Ben- 
El issar. a hardline Likud 
hawk, was Israel’s first am- j 
bassador to Egypt in 1980. J 
He was recently appointed . 

ambassador to Washington. I 

Meanwhile. Tel Aviv Uni¬ 
versity's Shimon Shamic. 
who founded and headed 
the Univerity’s Institute for ^ 
Peace Studies and regarded 
a Labor dove, was Israel's third 
ambassador to Egypt 1988-90. 
He resigned his post over poli¬ 
cy differences with Yitzhak 
Shamir's Likud government. Ln 
(995. he was appointed Israel's 
first envoy to Jordan. The other 
three ambassadors to Egypt 
were Moshe Sasson. Ephraim 
Dowek and David Sultan, all 
three professional diplomats. 

Mazel's action-packed career 
started with a military coup in 
Tananarive, capital of the is¬ 
land republic of Madagascar 
where Zvi was posted between 
1969-72. The diplomat and his 
wife were there long enough to 
give birth to their third child 
and to see President Philibert 
Tsiranana huddle off into exile. 
Shortly after, the Mazels and 
their children—Iris. Yossi and 
Malagasy-bom Tami—left for 
Paris where nothing consequen¬ 
tial happened during their only 
Western European tour of duty. 


In 1980. the Mazels were 
sent to Cairo. It was there that 
their son Yossi celebrated Ms 
bar mitzvah in the small Maadi 
synagogue, a first since the last 
such celebration took place in 
1963. A few months later, the 
Mazels. still in Maadi. watched 
in disbelief as Anwar Sadat, 
the architect of peace with Is¬ 
rael, was gunned down during 
the live TV coverage of the 
Sixth of October Victory Pa¬ 
rade. 


by a Jewish terrorist as dija vu. 

The Ambassador's wife. Mi¬ 
chelle was bom during turbu¬ 
lent times in Poitiers, France. 
This was 1940 when half of 
France was occupied by Ger¬ 
many. Her family spent most 
of the war years in the south of 
France where her demobilized 
father practiced medicine. Af¬ 
ter the war they returned to 
Paris where Michelle grew up 
and studied law and political 
science at the University of 


On another note, Mazel was quoted as 
saying “Israel must use its embassies to 
spread the word about what’s good 
about Israel.” If indeed, this is the case, 
we are all anxiously waiting to hear 
from Israel’s new ambassador to Cairo 
about ‘just what is it that’s good about 
Israel these days?!’ 


The third presidential uphea¬ 
val occurred in Bucharest in 
1989. Zvi Mazel had just been 
appointed his country's ambas¬ 
sador to Romania.* then the 
on/y satellite slate in the Soviet 
bloc thaL had full relations with 
Israel. A few weeks after his 
arrival the bloody events start¬ 
ed around Xmas week. After 
45 years of communism, Ro¬ 
mania had decided to rid itself 
of Nikolai Ceausescu, its des¬ 
potic ruler for 24- years. 

The country was suddenly 
wrecked by revolution. .And 
just as the Mazels thought 
things were returning to nor¬ 
mal. Bucharest was deluged by 
loncntial rains which flooded 
the embassy residence. This 
was followed by a killer quake. 

Having grown accustomed 
to an agitated lifestyle, the 
Mazels may have surmised the 
4 November. 1995 killing of 
Prime Minister Yitshak Rabin 


Paris. It was at the Institute of 
Political Science where the 
scholarly-looking petite Mazel 
met her red-haired husband-to- 
be. 

In 1966 they traveled to Is¬ 
rael where Zvi started to work 
for the foreign ministry and 
Michelle got a job in the gov¬ 
ernment printing office in West 
Jerusalem. She later headed the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry Wives 
Association. 

It was after they returned 
from Egypt that Michelle 
worked as a translator and jour¬ 
nalist. During her husband's 
posting in Romania she wrote 
her first book Stone Moon 
which she completed in April 
1991. Written in English, the 
book is set in the Jericho area. 
The fast-paced suspense story 
deals with the implications of 
the intifada, the PLO and a 
yearn for peace which is per¬ 
haps why former Prime Minis¬ 


ter Shimon Peres qualified it as 
‘■refreshing". 

Later. Michelle went on to 
write her second thriller which 
she tentatively titled Sirens 
over Jerusalem based on the 
Gulf war and Scud attacks. 

After Bucharest. Zvi Mazel 
was appointed chief of the East 
Europe department at the Israe¬ 
li Foreign Affaire. From there 
he covered Russia and the Eu¬ 
ropean countries of the former 
Soviet Union. Later, he was 
made responsible for the 
— Central Asian republics 
before assuming the direc- 
n torehip of the African Af- 

* fairs desk. 

■ft When the peace process 
looked like it was still ad¬ 
vancing. Mazel called for 
regional economic devel- 
g opment as a means of 

7 bridging differences be¬ 

tween Arabs and Jews. He 
held that the best solution 
0 for his country's running 

. trade deficit (about $5 bil- 

T lion in 1993/4) was the 

need to cover it with ex¬ 
ports. 

“Israel has the image of 
an advanced, successful 
example of a country that 
developed fast. People look to 
us for expertise in technology 
and agriculture. By helping 
these countries, we also help 
fight anti-Semitism." Mazel 
also considers that in order to 
realize this undertaking. “Israel 
needs to be everywhere. 
Through its trade attaches, the 
Foreign Ministry can help pave 
the way to economic prosperi¬ 
ty” 

On another note. Mazel was 
quoted as saying “Israel must 
use its embassies to spread the 
word about what's good about 
Israel." If indeed, this is the 
case, we are all anxiously wait¬ 
ing to hear from Israel's new 
ambassador to Cairo about 
■just what is it that’s good 
about Israel these days?!' ■ 

Samir W. Raafat is an 
Egyptian historian and com¬ 
mentator. He contributed 
this article to The Star. 


A View from America 


Bridge to foreign 
policy, a necessity 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 
Star US corespondent 

US CITIZENS on 5 Novem¬ 
ber have not just a national 
decision. We have designat¬ 
ed the most powerful person 
in the world, as leader of the 
only existing super power. 
In doing so. we could not ex¬ 
amine the candidates in the 
light of domestic issues 
alone but their stands on glo¬ 
bal concern: nuclear disar¬ 
mament: environment: peace 
in the Middle East and other 
areas of major conflict; pov¬ 
erty in the Third World and 
the dangers inherent therein: 
energy and alternative sourc¬ 
es of energy: future relations 
with Japan. Western Europe, 
and Russia: expansion of 
NATO to include former So¬ 
viet satellite states: terrorism 
and relations with states hos¬ 
tile to the US and/or accused 
of terrorism: Cuba. North 
Korea. Libya, Iraq, and Iran. 

Add to these are the issue 
of human rights, especially 
in countries friendly to the 
US such as Israel (the Pales¬ 
tinians): Turkey. Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and other Gulf states 
(treatment of women, free¬ 


dom of the media and relig¬ 
ion); and many Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries. To all this, 
mix resolving the economic 
differences with Western al¬ 
lies and Japan, plus the 
emerging tigers of Asia: 
China. Vietnam. Singapore, 
India and others. 

Recent months have re¬ 
vealed sharp differences be¬ 
tween the US and other pow¬ 
ers on the Middle East peace 
process (especially Chirac’s 
visit in the name of Europe), 
the Cuban embargo, and on 
our dealings with Iraq and 
Iran. The controversy on 
such issues between the US 
and others has become loud¬ 
er and more sharply defined. 
Canada threatened counter 
measures against US compa¬ 
nies if the US punished Ca¬ 
nadian companies doing 
business in Cuba. Europe re¬ 
fused to abide by or even re¬ 
spect US legislation against 
trade with Iran. 

Already sharp rhetoric ac¬ 
celerated recently between 
US and French diplomacy 
concerning Warren Christo¬ 
pher's tour in Africa which 
was seen as a last ditch ef¬ 
fort to buy Africa's support 


in unseating the UN Secre¬ 
tary General. Buuros Butros- 
Ghali. and to win for Clin¬ 
ton additional black support 
(read that votes). 

The list is long. Clinton's 
administration slipped into 
such international controver¬ 
sies because it has assumed 
the role of global instructor, 
policeman, and legislator. 
Being the only superpower 
is not easy. There is no 
equal adversary to be 
blamed for failures. If one is 
at the summit of power, one 
has no choice but to act ac¬ 
cording to that role, despite 
the knowledge that any 
movement on the summit 
may lead downward—and 
certainly be controversial. 

Clinton has been very do¬ 
cile on foreign policy in the 
past few months. His atten¬ 
tion was focused on the 
elections, which polls show 
he should win handsomely. 

This docility was most ev¬ 
ident on the Middle East 
peace negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 
Syrians, and Lebanese. The 
Likud hard-liner. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has visited the 


Negating human rights in 
peace negotiations 


By Francis A. Boyle 

PURSUANT TO the self-styled Dayton Peace 
Accord, on 14 December 1995 the Republic 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina was carved up in 
Paris by the United Nations, the European 
Union, the United States. Russia and the 
many other states in attendance, despite the 
United Nations Charter, the Nuremberg Prin¬ 
ciples, the Genocide Convention, the Four 
Geneva Conventions and their two Additional 
Protocols, the Racial Discrimination Conven¬ 
tion. the Apartheid-Convention, and the Uni¬ 
versal Declaration of Human Rights, as well 
as two overwhelmingly favorable protective 
Orders issued by the International Court of 
Justice on behalf of Bosnia on 8 April and 13 
September 1993. This second World Court 
Order effectively prohibited such a partition 
of Bosnia by the vote of 13 to 2. 

Bosnia was sacrificed on the altar of Great 
Power politics to the Machiavellian god of ex¬ 
pedience. In 1938 the Great Powers of Eu¬ 
rope did the exact same thing to Czechoslova¬ 
kia at Munich. The partition of that nation 
state did not bring peace to Europe then. Par¬ 


tition of Bosnia and Herzegovina will not 
bring peace to Europe now. 

This UN-sanctioned execution of a UN 
Member State violated every known principle 
of international law that had been formulated 
by the international community in the post- 
Worid War II era. This nihilistic carve-up of 
Bosnia indicates that.the current regime of in¬ 
ternational law and organizations set up by 
the United States and Europe in direct reac¬ 
tion to the genocidal horrors of the Second 
World War is now in the process of gradual 
but irretrievable disintegration. 

In addition to winning two World Court 
Orders for Bosnia, the author, a professor 
of International Law, served as legal advis¬ 
er to President Alija Izetbegovic, and to the 
collective Bosnian Presidency at the Owen- 
Stoltenberg negotiations in Geneva during 
the summer of 1993. There he was in 
charge of negotiating the so-called “pack¬ 
age” of documents for Bosnia. His latest 
book is The Bosnian People Charge Geno- 
. ride, Aletheia Press, 1996. 


White House twice since 
taking office early last sum¬ 
mer. In both cases he ex¬ 
pressed opinions that contra¬ 
dict established US policy, 
guarantees, and promises. 
He was adamantly outspoken 
while Clinton preferred to 
remain almost silent, as 
though the President were 
the guest and not the host. 
Was that because of elec¬ 
tions? Probably. But that 
also was in the sunset of 
Clinton's first term as Presi¬ 
dent. 

Now a new Clinton should 
emerge. He will enjoy rela¬ 
tive freedom from lobbyists. 
He will enjoy the benefit of 
experience. He will have a 
national mandate to go. go. 
go. and accomplish the job 
For which he was elected. 

US domestic issues 
abound: poverty; crime; 

drugs; housing: medical 
care: unemployment: envi¬ 
ronment; energy. But tran¬ 
quillity for Americans can¬ 
not become a reality if the 
world remains in turmoil. 
There will be no economic 
prosperity for America un¬ 
less trade wars are replaced 
by cooperation and mutual 
benefit, by equitable ex¬ 
changes rather than cut¬ 
throat competition. America 
will have to lead the world 
in consultation versus con¬ 
frontation and imposition of 
its opinions when dealing 
with other powers. 

America must understand 
the grievances and problems 
of the poor, oppressed and 
dispossessed—the root of 
terrorism—in order to live at 
peace with itself and the 
world. We cannot barricade 
ourselves, our embassies and 
institutions in and outside 
America. 

Clinton faces an enormous 
task improving life in Amer¬ 
ica per se and adding a 
healthy portion of wisdom, 
justice, and benevolence to 
the crown of power America 
now wears. 

Clinton has the means, op¬ 
portunity, and experience to 
do 50. He has the choice of 
being recorded in a future 
history book either as “A 
President who remained in 
the White House for eight 
years” or “The President 
who truly established a more 
equitable new world order.” 
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Citizenship 

package 

IT IS a package deal for the 
individual to be a citizen: 
Yet, the notion of citizen¬ 
ship is linked to civil socie¬ 
ty. ruled by laws that regu¬ 
late the balance between 
rights and obligations. 

In our constitutional 
monarchy, the creation of a 
modem civil society, capa¬ 
ble of handling future chal¬ 
lenges, confident in its self- 
image. relying on the tradi¬ 
tions of stability and mod¬ 
eration have proved to be 
major factors in our resii-. 
ience. But. we cannot as¬ 
sume that we have reached . 
our final aim, and our fur¬ 
nace of social development 
must be extinguished, 
though many would like 
that to happen, for the task 
ahead remains more diffi¬ 
cult. 

The first paradigm that 
comes to mind is in the de¬ 
cision of the government to 
teach Christian education in 
public schools to Christian 
pupils. Clearly, this did not 
emerge in vacuum, and it is 
most rewarding for all 
those institutes which have 
been created by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, to 
further inter-faith dialogue 
and put on the Arab agen¬ 
da. the case of the Arab 
Christians. 

The wise decision of thef 
government pays homage 
to the tireless efforts of the 
Crown Prince and his posi¬ 
tion. which had always 
maintained that the Chris¬ 
tians of the region and par¬ 
ticularly in Jordan, are Ar¬ 
abs first, and consequently, 
their citizenship in Jordan 
includes the right of educat¬ 
ing their children with gov¬ 
ernment support, rather 
than shouldering the whole 
responsibility on private 
schools with missionary or¬ 
igins. The Christians of Jor¬ 
dan are loyal citizens and 
none of their rights will be 
allowed to be compro¬ 
mised. 

Enlightened thought, 
coupled with enlightened 
action is the marie of a civil¬ 
ized system, and there is . 
every indication that Jordan 
is heading on the correct 
path of building a modem 
state system in which the 
citizen is the cornerstone. 
Jordanians are of many ori¬ 
gins and creeds, they are of 
different religious back¬ 
grounds. yet, we seem still, 
to recognize the subtle, and ! 
negate the most obvious : 
and that is the fact that 
there are also women in our j 
society, well integrated into 
the system of citizenship, 
with awesome tasks and 
crippling obligations but 
without the freedom and 
equality that they absolute¬ 
ly deserve. We shall stand 
as having short changed 
ourselves if we do not take 
note and action as far as the 
“woman issue” is con¬ 
cerned. 

Jordan has integrated 
ethnic as well as religious 
minorities, but in this case 
we are not talking about a 
minority, but rather a large 
section of our citizens who 
seem to be missing out on 
the privileges of their citi¬ 
zenship. One must admit, -f 
that we have taken courage 
from the question of Chris¬ 
tian education, to press for¬ 
ward the agenda of women 
in Jordan al the onset of the" 
21 st century.. 

It is important at the. 
same time, to clear any mis¬ 
conception regarding the- 
terminology that one uses 
in terms of “freedom” and 
equality, for one feels that 
the most straightforward 
and logical question, has 
been turned around by ig¬ 
norance and suspicion, into 
one of the most sensitive is¬ 
sues to be discussed in our 
society. 

Freedom remains a mat¬ 
ter of choice which is im- - 
posed by the dictates of. ne¬ 
cessity. When a woman 
chooses her partner in life, 
she is surely reflecting one 
of the most basic tenets of 
the recognition of her hu¬ 
manity. and if she chooses 
to be veiled or otherwise 
must not be the issue deter¬ 
mined by certain minds 
who judge the job qualifica¬ 
tion by the superficiality of 
attire. Her right to be edu¬ 
cated is a simple human 
right that cannot be 
touched, and her sacrifices 
on the alter of honour by 
the habitual bunch of re¬ 
tarded criminal individuals 
must be severely punished, 
for is the law to serve the 
citizen, or is the citizen w 
serve the law? We are opti¬ 
mistic, and we are on the 
right track. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ This month marked the 
20 th anniversary of the Jor- 
dan-Kuwait Bank. Its paid- 
up capital is JD 10 million 
and will be raised by the 
end of next year (o be JD 
20 million. Ar present there 
arc 26 branches of the Jor¬ 
dan-Kuwait Bank in Jcmdun 
with one branch in Pales¬ 
tine. The Bank has doubled 
its activities, and its clients' 
deposits until the first half 
of this year reached JD 222 
million. Its assets are JD 
263.7 million. 

■ A new JD 50 million 

Agricultural Bank is to be 
set up. However, it is now 
awaiting parliament's 
approval. The bank will 
replace the Agricultural 
Lending Corp. However, 
the bank will be financially 
and administratively inde¬ 
pendent as it is the case 
with the Industrial Devel¬ 
opment Bank. The Central 
Bunk of Jordan will have a 
supervisory role over the 
proposed Bank. It aims io 
support agriculture, 

enhancing its productive 
and marketing performance 
and carrying out develop¬ 
ing projects related to agri¬ 
cultural exports 

■ A new JD S million insu¬ 
rance company was set up 
lost week. More than 50 
percent of the Arab Jorda¬ 
nian Insurance Group is 
owned by Jordanian inves¬ 
tors while the rest from the 
Gulf. 

■ A touristic village in Urn 
Qais could be established 
soon ai a cost of JD 2 mil¬ 
lion. A study carried out by 
the Ministry of Planning 
about the establishment of 
such a village has already 
been completed, although it 
is thought that the latest 
venture will be made 
through Jordanian private 
capital. 

■ A new irrigation project 
in the north of the Jordan 

! Valley has been completed 
at a cost of JD 23.8. This 
will mean that water will 
I no longer be canted 
through open canals but 
through a compressed pip¬ 
ing system. This will save 
TO million cubic meters of 
water annually. The project 
involves the setting up of 
•10 pumping stations in the 
King Abdallah Canal and a 
new pipe network of 276 
kilometers in length. The 
project is partly financed 
by the Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund in Japan. 

■ Jordan and France are 
expected to sign today, 
Thursday a Financial Proto¬ 
col for the year 1996 under 
which France will provide 
Jordan with a soft loans 
wonh hO million French 
Franc. The loans will be 
used to purchase equip¬ 
ments for AI Bashir hospi¬ 
tal, the Royal Medical Ser¬ 
vices, the University of 
Jordan’s hospital, the Civil 
Aviation Authority and the 
telecommunication 
corporation. 


Foreign 
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New CBJ liquidity regulations 
receive mix reactions 



AMMAN (Star)—The Central 
Bank or Jordan iCBJj has 
embarked on a number of 
measures to enhance the per¬ 
formance of the capital mar¬ 
ket and boost the banks* ahil- 
fry to manage their domestic 
liquidity, liabilities and for¬ 
eign assets. 

Analysts agree that these 
measures will encourage more 
local and foreign investments 
because of the openness and 
liberalized market that the 
Country is going through. 

Local banks are allowed to 
reduce the current rate of their 
“obligatory foreign reserve 
deposits'* in the CBJ from 35 


percent to 14 percent. This 
reduction takes effect this 
month. 

These hanks now have the 
right to deal at this new rate, 

just in the same way as they 
deal with reserves in the dinar 
with no interest. They can also 
maintain up to 14 percent as 
daily reserve ut the CBJ. 

In an attempt to remove 
obstacles facing the movement 
of foreign currency and liber¬ 
alize the money market, the 
CBJ wants to deal with the 
current accounts of Jordanian 
residents in much (he same 
way as it treats non-residents 
accounts. 


S.Korean commercial 
delegation arrives in 
Amman 

A SOUTH Korean coaunerdal delegation comprising rep¬ 
resentatives from 12 S. Korean companies has arrived in 
Amman earlier this week. The mission held bilateral meet¬ 
ings with Jordanian businessmen aiming at reinforcing 
commercial cooperation between S. Korea and Jordan. 
These Korean companies are processing and exporting eye¬ 
glasses, second-hand cars, medical accessories, cars furtd- 
ture» printing equipment, wall-paper, watches and TV mon¬ 
itoring systems. 

The Korean commercial centre organizes these gather¬ 
ings on a regular tods to boost commercial ties between Ko¬ 
rea and Jordan. Mr Yong Souk, the director of the Korean 
Commercial Centre in Amman expressed South Korea's 
readiness to carry out joint projects with Jordanian compa¬ 
nies. He added that cooperation between Korea and Jordan 
will be enhanced as the peace process advances. This will at¬ 
tract Korean private investments. 

In 1995 Korea Imported JD 25 nrillioo worth of goods 
from Jordan. Its exports to the Kingdom reached JD 100 
mDUnS - 


Usually Jordanians are 
allowed lo open accounts in 
foreign currency without 
credit restrictions. And banks 
ate allowed to manage foreign 
investment portfolios for both 
Jordanians and non-residents. 

To enhance investment 
opportunities in the country, 
(he CBJ has given (hose with 
foreign currency deposits (he 
option to make asset swaps. 
Ihe depositor can sell his for¬ 
eign currency holdings to any 
bank on spot basis, against the 
dinar At (he same lime he can 
re-buy his previous foreign 
stock on any term he likes (o. 

This re-purchasing can be 
rolled over according to a 
mutual agreement between the 
client and his bank. The Cen¬ 
tral Bank is not needed to 
approve this deal. 

Under the new rules, 
authorized local banks must 
keep 80 percent of their daily 
obligatory reserves at the Cen¬ 
tral Bank, for a period of one 
month without withdrawal. 
This rate would not be low¬ 
ered at any circumstances. 

The Central Bank allows 
local banks ro cover the 
remaining 2D percent of the 
obligatory reserve through cal¬ 
culating the daily average 
deposits that cover this rale in 
one month period. 

The Assistant Governor of 
the CBJ, Mr Ahmad Abdul 
Fatah said in adopting these 
measures the Central Bank 
aims at maintaining the King¬ 
dom's reserve of gold and for¬ 
eign currency together with 
organizing the system of cred¬ 
its according to the require¬ 
ments of economic growth and 


AI Smadi calls for urgent 
approval of economic laws 


"AN approval of economic 
laws especially those that 
relate to companies, customs 
and securities should be 
adopted, urged the Secretary 
General of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. Dr 
Mohammad Ai Smadi. 

The Parliament has a consti¬ 
tutional right to endorse those 
laws, however Dr AI Smadi 
points out that their approval 
now is essential "as we arc 
going through a very serious 
stage.” 

With only one more session 
for parliament, there won’t be 
enough time to endorse all 
submitted laws. Dr Smadi 
said. 

If the Lower House, which 
is due to start its ordinary’ ses¬ 
sion this month, does not ratify 
these laws, then they may be 
postponed until a new parlia¬ 
ment is elected. This would 


mean a delay of Lwo years, he 
said. Endorsing these laws 
now will encourage invest¬ 
ments and be in Jordan’s best 
interest. 

These laws should be 
"approved temporarily at 
least" if deputies fail to 
approve them. Dr AI Smadi 
pointed out. 

As these laws arc part of an 
economic package, there is no 
possibility of approving one 
without the other. There is no 
way of separating one law 
from another. AI Smadi said. 

He hopes that there will' be 
a positive dialogue between 
the government and con¬ 
cerned committees in parlia¬ 
ment to agree to a joint for¬ 
mula that aims to speed up the 
process of approval. AI Smadi 
added. 

Early this week, representa¬ 
tives of the private sector held 


a meeting with the Minister of 
Finance. Marwan Awadh to 
discuss the former's proposals 
on the new customs draft law. 

These representatives have 
previously protected against 
the Ministry of Finance’s step 
to submit this draft law to the 
prime ministry without con¬ 
sulting them. 

Mr Awadh expressed full 
understanding of their propo¬ 
sals and has given them one 
week to submit their adjust¬ 
ments before the customs law 
is approved. 

The cabinet, in its last ses¬ 
sion headed by the prime min¬ 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
has primarily approved the 
draft companies law and its 
proposed adjustments so it 
can be approved when the 
Lower House meets. ■ 


ARAMEX, latest Jordanian 
company to become ISO certified 


ARAMEX, the local express freight 
carrier, has just become ISO 9002 
certified. ISO certification is only 
given to top global companies for 
their high quality' of service according 
to international standards. 

The Jordanian Management Institute 
which is affiliated to die Industrial 
Development Bank has recently orga¬ 
nized a seminar on the requirements of 
ISO 9000. A number of directors and 
officials from the governmental and 
industrial sectors participated in this 
meeting. 

It alms at identifying ISO 9000 quali¬ 
fications and explain the basis for such 
qualifications, that are mainly required 


R K E 


in all production stages. 

. These stages include design, purchase, 
contract, signing output, installation, 
service and final test for high standard 
qualifications. 

The participants also tackled the basis 
for ISO 9000 qualification in industry 
and services. 

The institute also launched its train¬ 
ing programme on financial analysis 
which alms at acknowledging partici¬ 
pants on the importance of official anal¬ 
ysis in taking decisions and means of 
Improving performance and investing 
funds In an accurate and beneficial 
methods. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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monetary stability. 

“Since 3 989, when the mon¬ 
etary crisis reached its peak in 
Jordan, the CBJ embarked on a 
new monetary strategy in the 
light of the restructuring pro¬ 
gram that is targeted at achiev¬ 
ing monetary stability, estab¬ 
lishing reserves, maintaining 
the value of the Jordanian 
dinar and controlling inflation. 
Mr Abdul Fattah said. 

This monetary strategy 
means the CBJ has a greater 
role in organizing and manag¬ 
ing the honking and monetary 
sectors. 

Mr Mifleh Aqel. a financial 
expert, described the new CBJ 
steps as positive measures that 
aim at minimizing restrictions 
on the hanking sector and their 
dealings in foreign exchange. 

Jordanians are allowed to 
maintain foreign currencies up 
lo $1 million and ore legally 
allowed to trade in foreign cur¬ 
rency," he added. 

“These steps are expected to 
give the market a new motive 
towards high competition and 
incentives that will attract 
more investors," Mr Aqel said. 

However, the director of 
Business Bank. Mr Wasif Azar 
has a different view. "In gen¬ 
eral, the Central Bank has 
taken positive steps toward 
free dealings in foreign cur¬ 
rency, and give local banks a 
good opportunity to employ 
sums from the obligatory 
reserve in their financial oper¬ 
ations." he said. 

But Mr Azar says that every 
financial decision has a posi¬ 
tive and negative angle. 

“The banks will suffer 
losses because thev have to 


keep 14 percent of their for¬ 
eign currency deposits in the 
CBJ as an obligatory reserve 
at no interest.'* 

Jordanian banks pay interest 
rales on lheir deposits in for¬ 
eign currencies, at similar or 
even lower rate than they pay- 
on their deposits in interna¬ 
tional markets. 

If 14 percent is kepi at the 
Central Bank with no interest, 
this will put Jordanian banks 
in a difficult situation, because 
they have to cover their obli¬ 
gations to clients with interest. 
Mr Azar says. 

Moreover, local bonks will 
be indirectly forced to cut the 
interest rates that they offer to 
their clients who have foreign 
currency deposits to offset the 
losses that would arise from 
depositing an obligatory 
reserve that would cany no 
interest, he continued. 

The banks may ran the risk 
of depositors transferring their 
foreign currency deposits to 
countries outside. Some of 
them also may convert their 
deposits into Jordanian dinar 
which seems to he more 
likely, Mr Azar explained. 

A better way, Mr Azar sug¬ 
gests would be for the CBJ io 
stop issuing loan bonds in Jor¬ 
danian dinars to provide local 
banks with more liquidity and 
meet the needs of investors. 

The Executive Director at 
the CBJ Mr Saleh AI Tayieh 
said that the new- regulations 
will free $700 million to be 
invested by local banks, 
because of the reduction in the 
"obligatory reserve rate on 
foreign deposits." M 


A mega economic festival 

THE CAIRO economic summit (hat is due to be held next 
week is seen as a timid event that will be remembered for 
project introduction rather than project execution. While we 
shouldn't knock down the holding of such an event espe¬ 
cially before it starts, we can safely say that the summit 
would be a public* relations exercise whipped up by an 
extensive media campaign where investors meet, put their 
projects on the table, then go home and pray to God that for¬ 
eign investments will flock to their bps. 

in fact this is what happened during the last Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit. Potential investors did come from all over 
the world, looked at the projects and went home. We are 
still waiting for these projects to bear fruits. Our officials 
say that they need time to be studied before they could be 
implemented. 

But this is exactly the problem. Wc went to the lust sum¬ 
mit with big ideas thinking mostly of mega projects that 
needed billions of dollars of investments. The Red Sea-Dead 
Sea project for instance required billions of dollars to imple¬ 
ment, but it was quietly shelved away. 

There is nothing wrong with thinking big providing that 
you have the money, but one mustn't embark on a series of 
white elephants that are designed for showmanship. This 
would only mean waste of scarce resources that arc needed 
for development. 

The purpose of these conferences, it should be Jeumi by 
now, should be to build an industrial culture based on man¬ 
ageable and useful projects that can be implemented on a 
practical basis and where the private sector can become the 
engine of growth. This is really the basic philosophy in our 
pan of the world where rolling back the role of the state is 
the norm rather than the exception. In this respect thinking 
small and achieving results is much better than thinking big 
and going away disappointed. 

Despite peace and the better days that are promised to 
come, the world does not owe us a living. We have to think 
on practical lines and firm bases. Living in cloud cuckoo 
land will only blur our perception of a world community 
that is based on tight liquidity and sound financial budgets. 
What international investors want is value for money, rea¬ 
sonable return on their capital, both at a fixed period of time 
and at an expense that they can afford. 

The whole process requires a lot of careful planning not 
just from our governments, but from our private sector that 
needs to develop bold initiatives. If they can do that in 
Cairo, then the venue would have a modicum of success. ■ 


MEC launches first 
vehicle factory in Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—The Middle 
East Complex for Engineering 
Electronics & Heavy Industries 
- (Gold Star) has recently signed 
, a vehicle manufacturing con¬ 
tract with the Korean Sang 
Young company. 

After two months of negotia¬ 
tions with Sang Yong company, 
the MEC’s chairman Mr Mus¬ 
tafa Darwish AI Khalili has 
signed a contract making his 
company the sole authorized 
agent to promote San Yong’s 
vehicles not only in Jordan but 
also to other countries in the 
Middle East including Lebanon. 
Syria, Iraq. Yemen, and the Pal¬ 
estine territories. 

Because of the MEC heavy 
weight in vehicle industry, it is 
authorized by Sang Yong to 
manufacture the first car in 
Jordan. 

About 10 percent of produc¬ 
tion is for the local market 
while 90 percent for exports. 
Gold Star will manufacture 
Musso and Korando cars in 
addition to saloon cars. 

"Our target is not merely to 
sell our products for the local 
market as we are keen not to 
affect local vehicle distribu¬ 
tors,” said Mr Wasif Azar who 
is a member of Gold Star’s 


AFICIO 
400 
hits the 
market 


AS THE copier market 
becomes increasingly satu¬ 
rated and competition more 
fierce, Ricoh's strength in 
providing quality products, 
like those reflected In new 
AficJo Product line will be 
instrumental for success. 

The high quality of new 
Afido products, Afido 400 
and NC5Q06 are mostly 
favourable by dients. 

The main reason is it is 
digital, because there are no 
moving parts, even if they are 
located in the offices or in 
conference rooms, the noise 
factor is tremendously 
reduced and it does not dis¬ 
turb the people who are 
working around the copier. 

The copier can be person¬ 
alized, it has got numbering 
systems, where confidential 
documents if circulated with¬ 
out authorization, you know 
exactly where the documents 
have been leaked from. 

From a financial point of 
view, you can photo copy 
eight pages on one page so it 
is very cost effective as welL 


board of 

directors. 

We will also 
ask for assistance 
from operating 
local manufactur¬ 
ers in Jordan in 
the fields of bat¬ 
teries, car glass, 
electric cobles, 
brakes, proces¬ 
sor, leather, car¬ 
pet. filters and 
paintings. he 
added. 

'The actual 
production of the 
cars factory will 
Stan in mid-1997, 

Mr AI Khalili 
said. 

Mr Nabil You¬ 
sef who is the 
deputy director of 
external opera¬ 
tions, said that, in 
its first stage, the 
project will create 800 job 
opportunities. Sang Young will 
provide a specialized training 
program of one-month in 
Korea for the MEC cadres. 

The company will also orga¬ 
nize car shows for its products 
in Jordan in addition to estab¬ 
lishing centers for fast service. 
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An independent exporting 
system will be set up at Gold 
Star, Jordan. It expects the 
exports to reach about $60 mil¬ 
lion in two years. Gold Star 
will also open regional offices 
in the countries which import 
its products. Mr Yousef said. 

The total costs of this factory 


are estimated at S30 million. 
Gold Star has already started 
the technical and legal meas¬ 
ures related to the factory. A 
delegation of Sang Young will 
arrive to Jordan by the end of 
this month to participate in the 
preparations for the factory. B 
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Mohammed Shebl 1949-1996 


The last reel continues 


By Samir Raafat 

CAIRO—Egyptian Movie director, film 
critic, talk-show host and radio personality 
Mohammed Shebl died on October 3,1996 
from cirrhosis of the liver. His films in¬ 
clude Anyab (fangs). AI Tawiza (the talis¬ 
man). AI Kabous (the nightmare), Gharam 
wa Intiqam bel Satour fLove and revenge 
with a cleaver). 

A few weeks before he died. Mo¬ 
hammed Shebl had attended the Locarno 
Film Festival where Ai Qadiya (the trial) 
was screened. This was one of the last 
works in which Shebl had collaborated 
with film director Youssef Shahin. 

Mohammed Shebl and I went to the 
same school in Maadi and for several years 
we were in che same grade. Together with 
our classmate. Serge Walberg. we formed 
a threesome. 

While Serge and I were native Maa¬ 
di ites. the Shebl family had arrived from 
Japan where Mohammed's father had been 
counselor at the Egyptian Embassy. Ever 
since his Tokyo days, Mohammed was 
enamored with everything Far Eastern. He 
would occasionally invite us over to his 
parents' fiat on Road 6 for Chinese meals 
where we ate with chopsticks listening to 
what sounded like colliding pots and pans 
and wailing ghosts. 

"This," 'Mohammed would inform us 
condescendingly, "is Madame Butterfly's 
command performance in Cantonese." 
Whether it was .Cantonese or Burmese it 
sounded equally awful. 

He would invariably show us dwarfy- 
looking plants and figurines uttering unin¬ 
telligible words that sounded like “bon- 
zai". "kamikaze" and "kabouki”. Neverthe¬ 
less. despite our disrelish for his oriental 
food and alcohol-free Saki, Serge and f re¬ 
turned to Mohammed's each weekend. 

Besides his Sino-Japanese music and 
suspicious edibles (you must have been 
really hungry in order to munch whatever 
it was you were served in lacquered bowls) 
there was the wonderful Grunding record¬ 
er. None of us had seen such a magical 
contraption before. These were the Nasser 
days and Egypt was light years behind in 
telecommunications and sound systems. 

I remember how one day we listened in 
awe to the entire soundtrack of Youssef 
Shahin’s movie "Gamila Bohreid." She 
was the Algerian freedom fighter who had 
become a post-colonialism world legend. I 
think from that time onwards Mohammed 
was a devoted roadie of Shahin’s whom 
none of us knew, for our movie knowledge 
was limited to Westerns and American ep¬ 
ics. most of which we had seen at the Maa¬ 
di Sporting Club outdoor cinema. Mo¬ 


hammed. on the other hand, was quoting 
Cecil B. de Mi lie. Fassbinder and von 
Sternberg. We had no clue at the time that 
years later Mohammed w'ouid himself be¬ 
come a rising movie director. Meanwhile, 
he would ostensibly bombast us with sto¬ 
ries of his controversial icon Y. Shahin. 
But then Mohammed loved anything con¬ 
tentious which is why his two first movies 
• (variations of the Rocky Horror Show) 
were deemed as such by un-merciful crit¬ 
ics who failed to understand Shebl's Me- 
phistophelian genre. 

It was at Mohammed Shebl's that l also 
met the English historian Arnold Toynbee. 
He was a friend of Mohammed's father. 
Ambassador Fouad Shebl. One day. Serge 
Walberg, whose family decided to emi¬ 
grate to France in 1964. boldly asked 
Toynbee for a reference to get him into a 
school in the UK. Toynbee was most 
obliging and Serge ended up in a boarding 
school in Ramsgate in England, which, in¬ 
cidentally. he hated. 

Another person we 
ran into at Mohammed's 
house was his older and 
only sibling. Said. I 
don’t ever recall seeing 
Said in anything but his 
pyjamas. He never left 
the house, most of the 
time holed up in his 
room which was off 
bounds. One day at 
school we were told that 
Said had committed sui¬ 
cide. Mohammed never 
spoke of him again. It 
was as though he had 
been betrayed or aban¬ 
doned. From that day 
onwards Mohammed, 
now the only son, sel¬ 
dom spoke of his family. 

In 1964 he left Egypt to 
join his father some¬ 
where in the Far East. It 
would be several years 
before we met again. 

From the grapevine I 
learned Mohammed was 
studying Chinese and 
Russian literature or 


something equally exotic. This to was his 
Fu Manchu period. Later, still sporting his 
drooping Chinese mustache, he told me he 
had taken the Trans-Siberian Express from 
Moscow to Beijing. That was as good a 
place as any to practice Russian, Mandarin 
and Cantonese. Mohammed had a good 
grasp of all three. In typical diplomat fash¬ 
ion he followed his father's footsteps and 
spent several months in the United States 
as a rookie Egyptian diplomat. But his for¬ 
eign service pursuit somehow took a turn 
for the worse. He hated the rigidity of offi¬ 
cialdom and could not hack the bureaucra¬ 
cy. He had also divorced his young bride. 

Released from career and marital obliga¬ 
tions he went into music and film. Mo¬ 
hammed appeared on Radio Cairo's Euro¬ 
pean Service simultaneously hosting talk- 
shows, plays, and endless retrospects on 
the Beatles. If anyone knew the size of the 
Beatles' socks it was Mohammed, for he 
had become Egypt’s foremost authority on 
the celebrated British pop group. Ever 


since Egypt’s first groupie band—"The 
Mass"—was formed in the 1960s Mo¬ 
hammed ‘was right there at the center of 
Cairo’s rock music scene. The Mass, 
which was composed of Tarek “Ricky" 
Nour (now Americana). Ashref Salmawi 
(presently artist in UK). Mourad Rushdi 
(accountant in the Gulf), and the Amr 
Mansour (died from broken spine resulting 
from bad fall in Club Med's swimming 
pool), relied on Mohammed Shebl for pro¬ 
motion and the management of its well at¬ 
tended concerts. Mohammed was going to 
be the group’s ’Brian Epstein.' 

One of the upsides of driving down 
Maadi's Cornish was that you could bear 
Mohammed's voice blasting out from the 
radio. What better way to start off your 9 
to 5 day than listening*to the daring and li¬ 
centious diatribes of Radio Cairo’s enfant 
terrible. By the late 1980s he had become 
the undisputed star of the breakfast talk- 
show circuit. By now Mohammed had 
plunged into showbiz, wallet and life sav¬ 
ings first Alas, his first 
movie bombed depleting 
him from his financial re¬ 
sources with over 100,000 
pounds disappearing out of 
the window. The showbiz 
Gods were definitely not 
on Mohammed's side. His 
karma ran out on him 
again when one day the 
bell rang: “Mohammed 
Bey, look out of the win¬ 
dow. there's been an acci¬ 
dent!" He looked and there 
was his car flattened by a 
large tree which had decid¬ 
ed to commit hara-kiri on 
Mohammed’s brand new 
un-insured car. Naturally, 
it was a Japanese make. 

The pile of glass, metal 
and upholstery was Mo¬ 
hammed's second and last 
car..From then on it was 
taxis and auto-stops. Since 
most of Maadi knew him. 
hitching a ride into town 
was no big deal. The num¬ 
ber of times I stopped to 
pick him from in front of 


his street comer only to drop him half an 
hour later at the television building were 
countless. It was during these fortuitous 
encounters that 1 had the benefit of a pre- 
preview to various screenplays or movie 
scripts. Some were more misanthropic than 
others. But because of their hilarious char¬ 
acters these rides were among the shortest 
into town lasting only a few minutes or so 
it seemed. One day in 1983 he asked meto 
appear as an extra ia his movie The Talis¬ 
man together with our mutual friend the 
American author and traveler extraordi¬ 
naire Cassandra Vivian. This was one of 
the few times I watched Mohammed as he 
performed behind the camera shouting or¬ 
ders in typical Dom De Luise (Blazing 
Saddles. 1973) fashion. 

It was on one of these random drives 10 
years later that Mohammed asked me if I 
had anything publishable for the Egyptian 
Gazette where he worked at the time. He 
had been the originator of the refreshing 
and biting series "Between a Rock and a 
Hard Place" as well as his by now very fa¬ 
mous “Reel Talk". In those days l was 
writing the occasional article (long ram¬ 
bles, as some of my'friends say) for the 
Ahrom Weekly. It was also then that we 
discussed in earnest the co-production of 
an Arabic Movie Alraanac/Guide which 
was never realized. 

In the days that followed I would slip 
feature articles under Mohammed’s door 
hoping he would deliver it to the Gazette. I 
purposefully avoided the bell for fear of 
being subjected to some more Shahinesque 
parables or to some experimental Chinese 
delicatessen. Sometimes he would catch 
me in the act and I would then be subject¬ 
ed to both. But because of Mohammed’s 
exceptionally good laughs and whimsical 
stories punctuated with a variety of four 
letter explicatives. I somehow managed to 
swallow the ’Shahin Chop Suey!' 

Mohammed’s perversely witty, astute 
and acerbic interpretations on what was 
going on around us whether in Egypt or 
the Middle East was unique. I do not doubt 
for a minute that 'The World According to 
Shebl" in book form or screenplay would 
have been a big commercial success.- Cer¬ 
tainly much more original titan the feeble 
attempts put out by his better known peers 


and would-be mentor. 

By the time I had the benefit of a regular 
column in the Egyptian Mail, Mohammed 
had defected to the competition so that in 
fact we had simply traded column space. 
Whenever we would meet after *the swap* 
we immediately compared notes. “I have 
been de-fanged... I am muzzled... I am 
cast," he would bellow' in the car referring 
to the reduced latitude he had at his new 
paper. Not at all surprising since at the (*. 
zerte he had had absolute editorial freedom 
which brought out the best and most crea¬ 
tive in him. “One day I will return to the 
Gazette and boy will I give its readers 
something to chew on" was what Mo-, 
hammed told me on one of our lad rides 
into town. "Yes. yes. I’ve heard it all be¬ 
fore" was my hurried reply, for I had 
grown used to Mohammed's moods: up on 
Mondays and down on Wednesdays inter¬ 
spersed with 3 lot of "Jo this" and "Shahin 
that." 

During the past 18 months Mohammed 
had been working on a documentary on 
“Jo” which meant filming Youssef Shahin 
on any ordinary day doing the most simple 
of chores like puffing a cigarette, scratch¬ 
ing his hair or reading a newspaper. As 
though to comfort Mohammed for this 
strenuous artistic endeavors I would stale 
that "When Shahin is gone this will be a 
winner and perhaps ’one day’ you will re¬ 
coup some of the moneys you lost thanks to 
his inappropriate advice." I was referring to 
Mohammed’s fared first film which had 
had the blessings of his mentor but bad 
bombed royally. His replies would be an in¬ 
different or less than enthusiastic "Who 
knows?!,” as though he already knew he 
wouldn’t be around to see the fruition of 
his Shahin labor. 

Sadly, the ‘one day’ will never be and even 
worse, no one has done a documentary on 
Shebl. As for his resuming “Reel Talk" k 
never happened. Instead. I find myself with 
the downhearted task of writing Mo¬ 
hammed’s eulogy in “his” Egyptian Ga¬ 
zette for the benefit of his disbelieve 
fans, friends, neighbors and colleagues 
none of whom have forgotten his punchy 
articles, fiery editorials, controversial avant 
garde movies, hilarious talk-shows andyesi 
his excellent Beatles retrospects. 

As his favorite pop group put it so well 
in their hit song “Hello, Good-bye.'’ it was 
now our turn to bid Mohammed Shebl, so 
long and good-bye. ■ 

Egyptian Gazette 



Scenes from the classic film the First Cairo Revolt 


Radical artist spurs Hong 
Kong to confront its identity 


By Maggie Farley 

LA Times. Washington Post. ■ 
News Service ■ *- •' 

HONG KONG—When artist 
Pun Sing Lui poured red paint 
over a statue of Queen Victoria 
and bashed in her nose with a 
hammer, some Hong Kong art¬ 
ists turned up theirs. 

"It’s not art. it’s vandalism." 
sniffed one art critic of the 
move. 

“It's like an act from the 
Cultural Revolution.” said 
Johnson Chang, a gallery cura¬ 
tor who has fostered avant- 
garde art in Hong Kong, refer¬ 
ring to the period of upheaval 
in China from 1966-1976 when 
Red Guards destroyed artworks 
they called “feudal relics." 
“Hong Kong artists tend to be 
more private in their 
approach—more complex, 
more subtle.” 

The police thought Pun was 
just plain crazy. Covered head 
to toe in red paint himself, he 
spent two nights in a psychiat¬ 
ric institution before being sen¬ 
tenced to 28 days in jail. 

Extreme, revolutionary or 
even nuts. Pun managed to 
focus Hong Kong’s spotlight 
on the arts community, which 
usually scrapes by on the 
fringes of this commercial city. 


And though some of his own 
colleagues - • distanced them- 
selveSfromifie radical 27-year- 
old with his shaved head and 
stark ideals, he spurred them— 
and the rest of Hong Kong—to 
confront their shifting identity 
in the final months before 
China reclaims the territory on 
July 1. 1997. 

“People’s reactions to his act 
were, in a sense, answering the 
question: ‘Who are we?"’ said 
Hong Chin Tin. a political 
commentator. 

As Chinese people under 
British colonial rule for the past 
150 years. Hong Kong people's 
loyalties are decidedly mixed. 

Many here, for example, 
viewed the queen's statue not 
as a symbol of oppressive rule, 
as Pun did. but almost fondly, 
using it as a benign backdrop 
for family snapshots in Victoria 
Park. More offensive to partici¬ 
pants discussing Pun’s “exhibi¬ 
tion” at an art symposium were 
his Cultural Revolution-style 
tactics that so many one-time 
Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong had fled. 

"The absence of outrage 
means we're not British, and 
we’re not Chinese like the 
mainland." Hong said. “We're 
somewhere in an uncharted ter¬ 
ritory in between." 


The- impending change in 
sovereignty—and identity— is 
a theme that dominates every¬ 
day life ia Hong Kong and the 
territory’s art as well. 

A sample of titles of recent 
art exhibitions and dance per¬ 
formances tells the tale: “6/ 
30”— referring to the date of 
the reversion: "Being China. 
Being Hong Kong": and “Life 
in a Schizophrenic City." 

This month, one gallery will 
sponsor an exhibit focusing on 
Hong Kong's past: in Decem¬ 
ber. another will have a show 
looking at Hong Kong's future. 

“It seenis we are obsessed." 
said Wong Shun Kit, an instal¬ 
lation artist who came to Hong 
Kong from China 13 years ago. 

“Floating,” one of his recent 
exhibitions, juxtaposed three 
versions of Hong Kong's map 
floating on water—one was a 
barren plot inhabited by 
snakes— and helium-filled fig¬ 
ures drifting above. He 
observed that —"1997 is pan 
of every day's conversation. 
People speculate about what 
will happen next; little changes 
are reported in the newspaper 
each morning—we can never 
escape it. So we take it as an 
inspiration. It forces us to con¬ 
front the future with urgency.” 

Long seen as indifferent to 
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their Chinese roots, or even 
willfully amnesiac. Hong Kong 
artists are finally delving into 
the territory's hybrid legacy. 

Suddenly they are appropriat¬ 
ing their cultural history and 
throwing it back, transformed, 
in the face of Beijing. 

In his installation for the 
exhibit. “Being China. Being 
Hong Kong,” Wong. 43. looks 
at the past to warn about what 
might come next: A haloed Mao 
Tse-tung waves a mechanized 
arm i adoring masses: next to 
him stands Confucius, whose 
ideas about unwavering respect 
for parents were transformed by 
Mao into a kind of political 
worship. 

As China tries to stir up loy¬ 
alty to the motherland in Hong 
Kong. Wong warns of blind 
nationalism—an easy path in an 
uncertain time. 

“Hong Kong is like China's 
child, but we must be sure we 
can mature, progress and not 
fall backward," he said, switch¬ 
ing into staccato English, his 
fourth language. “We must con¬ 
tinue to be able to stand up to 
the mother and keep our 
freedom." 

The transition to the July I, 
1997. Chinese takeover is shad¬ 
owed by an earlier date: June 4, 
1989. the day that Chinese tanks 
crushed a pro-democracy 
protest in Tiananmen Square in 
Beijing, creating doubt among 
Hong Kong people that their 
future rulers would respect the 
territory’s freedoms. 

In an attempt to deconstruct 
the conflicted nationalistic feel¬ 
ings percolating in Hong Kong, 
Oscar Ho. director of the Hong 
Kong Arts Center, invited estate 
lished anists such as Wong, as 
well as schoolchildren, to 
respond to the theme of "Being 
China. Being Hong Kong.” 

“We wanted to show the 
ambiguities of culture and dis¬ 
mantle the nationalism a bit—to 
ask. ’What do you mean when 
you talk about China?’" Ho 
said. “And in the process of 
addressing China, a quite dis¬ 
tinctive picture of Hong Kong 
emerged." 

Hong Kong. Ho said, is 
exceedingly adaptive, embrac¬ 
ing all kinds of sensibilities. It 
has an ability to digest, reinter¬ 
pret and rearrange—a synthesis 
that some interpret as a lack of 


viewpoint 

But the notion of conflicted 
identity in the older' artists’ 
work- was clear. Their offer¬ 
ings ranged from a series of 
images from Chinese history 
that can only be viewed 
through distorted mirrors to an 
evening gown fashioned from 
bandages and Chinese New 
Year cards to represent the 
wounds and the joy that come 
with being Chinese. 

The main theme of the chil¬ 
dren’s an was fear. Tanks 
scribbled in crayon rumbled 
through Hong Kong house¬ 
holds: another painting 

depicted a grand country with 
skyscrapers and rocket ships 
—and a tiny child in the comer 
with a gagged mouth. 

The fear of censorship is a 
dark backdrop to the frenzied 
creations in the year before the 
hand-over. 

“Who knows what will 
come next.” said Ban Cbeong, 
31, an organizer of Hong 
Kong’s Young Anists Associa¬ 
tion. “Maybe after next year, 
there will be no more ironic 
use of Mao. no parodies of 
Deng” Xiaoping. China’s para¬ 
mount leader. 

Cheong is preparing 97 life- 
size, - human-shaped lanterns, 
rounded and weighted at the 
bottom so they will rock in the 
wind but not fall. They will be 
illuminated by ultraviolet light. 
Cheong plans to arrange them 
close together, so the move¬ 
ment of one will affect the oth¬ 
ers crowded nearby. They will 
move the way a rumor ripples 
through Hong Kong, the way a 
flock of sheep responds when 
spooked. The display will 
stand Tor more than a month, 
until 1997. Then the light will 
go out. 

While ihe unknowns ahead 
prompt anxiety not only about 
censorship but also about gen¬ 
eral support for the arts under 
the new government, the possi¬ 
ble limits are—in them¬ 
selves—inspiring. Cheong 

said, arguing: “A mainland art¬ 
ist has said that we squander 
our freedom. Perhaps it will be 
good to have limits to push up 
againsL Conflict can be inspir¬ 
ing.” ■ 


Hot Property 

Action star Van 
has no time to 
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Van Damme with his wife in better days 


By Ruth Ryoo 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 

Jean-Claude Van Damme, who 
is shooting the adventure-spy 
film ‘The Colony” with Dennis 
Rodman and Mickey Rourke, 
has put on the market the Bev¬ 
erly Hills lot where he had 
planned to build a house. He 
has price the lot at $2 million. 

Van Damme expects to 
spend more time in Europe and 
live only part time in Los 
Angeles, so it doesn’t make 
sense for him to build a large 
house here, a source said. 

His next movie, “Blood¬ 
stone,"' is scheduled to start 
filming this winter in Nice, 
France; .Toronto; .and New 
York. "The Colony," which is 
being shot in France and 
Greece, is due to be released 
next spring. 

Van Damme stars in the 
action-adventure “Maximum 
Risk,” released in September, 
and he starred and made his 
directing debut in “The Quest,” 
out earlier this year. 

Known as “The Muscles 
From Brussels," the former 
European karate champion 
started appearing in action 
films in the ’80s and is said to 
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make $10 million a picture. 

He is 36 and has three chil¬ 
dren. His fourth wife sued him 
for divorce last June. 

The family was living in the 
San. Fernando Valley area of 
Los Angeles when he bought 
the one-acre lot with city views 
in 1994 from Thomas Pollock, 
then chairman of the motion- 
picture group at MCA Inc. In 
August, Pollock was named 
chairman of the American Film 
Institute. 

The lot was also owned at 
one time by media tycoon 
David Geffen, who had 
planned to build there but then 
bought late movie mogul Jack 
Warner's Beverly Hills estate, 
sources say. 

Nana Visitor, in her fourth 
season playing Major Kira 
Nerys on the sci-fi adventure 
series “Star Trek: Deep Space 
Nine,” and Alexander Siddig, 
who plays Dr Julian Bashir on 
the show, have purchased a 
four-bedroom house in the Los 
Feliz section of Los Angeles 
for about $650,000. sources 
say. 

Visitor, 39, has appeared in 
a number of TV shows since 
the mid-1980s and had a regu¬ 
lar role in the 1990 sitcom 
"Working Girl,” with Sandra 
Bullock in the lead. 

Siddig, in his early 30s, also 
has been on the syndicated sci- 
fi series since it began. 

The couple had a son in Sep¬ 
tember. Visitor's pregnancy 
was written into the show, with 
her character becoming a surro¬ 
gate mother for a crew mate. 
The attending doctor was 
Bashir. 

Visitor also has a 4-year-old 
son from her marriage to actor- 
dancer Nick Miscusi. 

Built in 1928, the Mediterra¬ 
nean-style three-story house 


that Visitor and Siddig bought 
has a gym-guest room in about 
3,300- square feet U also has a 
pool and spa. 

Visitor's former home, a 
walled and gated Spanish-style 
house with four bedrooms to 
2,700 square feet, was listed at 
just under $500,000. Located in 
the Sunset Strip area, that 
house was also built in the 
1920s but has been completely 
refurbished. 

Gena Lee Nolin, who plays 
Neely Capshaw on “Bay- 
watch," and her husband, video 
producer Greg Fahlman, have 
bought a 5500,000 house in the 
Laurel Canyon area of Los . 
Angeles, sources say. 

Nolin, 24. is in her second 
season on “Baywatch.” She 
previously appeared on “The 
Young and the Restless” and 
was a model on “The Price Is 
Right.” 

Built in 1990, the Hollywood. 
Hills home has five bedrooms 
in 3,600 square feet 

Tobe Hooper, director of the 
cult classic ‘The Texas Chain¬ 
saw Massacre" (1974). “Polter¬ 
geist” (1982) and of the new 
NBC series “Dari; Skies," has 
sold hi_s home of 14 years in the 
Benedict Canyon section of 
Los Angeles for $685,000, 
sources say. 

Hooper, in his late 40s. is 
leasing in Sherman Oaks while 
looking for a larger house, a 
source said. 

The 3.000-square-foot house 
that he sold has a screening 
room, two bedrooms and 
maid’s quarters. Among the 
comments on the $699,000 list¬ 
ing: “Seller is a cigar smoker." 
The buyers were described as a 
couple in their 20s who own a 
clothing manufacturing com¬ 
pany Ji 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser ‘ ■■■ -lNL 


Have you 
noticed: 

Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and online services. 

The Workstation 
page is truning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Star'TNETS.com.Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


Facts & figures on the Middle East 
Technology Show (METS) 


■ The Middle Hast Technol¬ 
ogy Show I METS I ’96 includes 
over thirty participating compa¬ 
nies. making it the largest com¬ 
puter and information 
technology event in the V II 
country. Last year, •‘JT If 
METS ‘95 attracted i" 
over 15,1)00 visitors. 

■ METS ‘96 runs for the 
third year, following METS ‘94 
and METS ‘95. METS was ini¬ 
tiated by the Jordan Computer 
Society (JCS). METS ‘94 and 


‘95 following the Amman 
Computer Expo held in 19S9. 
■91. '92 and "93. The idea of 
renaming the show was to cx- 
__ _ . _ _ parel it and give 
nmofftt- it 4 more re- 

Ella SfW £“* “““• 

■ The show 
is made up of two parts. First, 
there is the Main Hall which in¬ 
cludes aruund 19 booths, then 
there is the Shopper's Hall 
which includes 21 booths. In 


iollI, Lhere are some -40 compa¬ 
ny berths ai METS ‘96. 

■ Ticker prices fur METS 
'96 differ, according to the Hall 
entered bv the visitor. Visitors 
wishing to visit the Main Show 
Hall will pay JO I. which al¬ 
lows them entry abo into the 
Shopper's Hall. However, visi¬ 
tor to the Shopper's Hall will 
only pay 250 Fils, but cannot be 
granted entry into die Main HalL 


By Zeid Nasser 

Star Staff Writer 

THE MIDDLE East Technol¬ 
ogy Show (METS) '96 will 
open next week, an Monday 12 
November, 1996 under the pat¬ 
ronage of HRH Prince Abdal¬ 
lah Bin AI Hussein. 

METS *96 is the biggest 
computer and information tech¬ 
nology show in the country, 
and it is anticipated by the Jor¬ 
danian public and companies 
alike, throughout the year. 

This year, METS ’96 takes 
on a refreshing character, with 
a theme that fits well with the 
revolution we can all see 
around us: ‘The World of 
Internet 1 . 

Focusing on the enthusiasm 
in the Jordanian market to all 
that is Internet or on-line, the 
Jordan Computer Society, orga¬ 
nizers of METS ‘96. selected 
this theme to reflect the mood 
of the market. 

There choice turned out to be 
a successful one. All the 
players in the Jordanian on-line 
services industry will be 
present at METS *96. 

On top of that. METS *96 
has attracted the usual mix of 
small and large computer com¬ 
panies that carry leading inter¬ 
national brands. 

As always, METS will repre¬ 
sent an 'all under one roof 
exhibition, by which visitors 


The show of shows, with over thirty information 
technology companies participating: 

METS ‘96 opens the Internet 
& on-line gates to the public 
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(Pictures left & above): Scenes from METS l 95 

can find all the hardware, soft- spirit of change and focus, 
ware and accessories they are METS '96 will include two 
seeking at the show. show halls. 

This year, building on the First, there is the Main Hall. 

which will include all the 
major computer and tech¬ 
nology companies in the 
country, displaying their 
solutions and state of the 
art technologies. This hall 
will take on a business- 
feel. as it is aimed at trade 
visitors. 

Mainstream consumers 
can find what they arc 
looking for in the second 
hall, called the Shopper's 
Area. 

The .. Shopper's, .Area 
represents an opportunity 
to get "special deals on 
hardware, software and 
accessories as it is 
expected that competition 



among exhibiting compa¬ 
nies will be high. 

The whole idea behind 
(he Shopper’s Show is to 
provide a much-needed 
aspect, that was missing 
in previous shows. That 
is, the consumer-level 
targeting, that would turn 
the exhibition booths into 
small shops, where cash 
is exchanged and prod¬ 
ucts are handed over on 
the spot. It is a consumer 
show, within METS. It 
should also prove to be a 
good sales opportunity 
for participating 

companies. 

In fact, a number of 
companies have booked two 
booths at METS "96. One in 
the main hall, to showcase 
solutions and technologies, 
while the second booth in the 
Shopper's Hall is aimed at sell¬ 
ing all the products and acces¬ 
sories on the shelves. 

In total, there are over 40 
booths booked, by over thirty 
companies. 

The segmentation of the 
show takes it one step further 
In the right direction of mold¬ 
ing METS into a clearly tar¬ 
geted show, that could atiract 
more international participation 
in the future. 

Ticket prices differ accord¬ 
ing to which hall the visitor 
intends, to enter. .. 

. Gening back to the on-line 
theme, METS '96 will offer the 
Jordanian public the chance to 
sample the wonders of Internet 
and on-line services, first hand. 


There is much growth in the 
field of on-line services, and all 
those involved believe that it is 
set to continue. This is good 
news for everyone, the hard¬ 
ware suppliers who sell PCs 
and modems, the software sup¬ 
pliers and. of course, the on¬ 
line services and Internet 
suppliers. 

Accompanying the show is a 
sehedu le of se m i na rs. touch i ng 
on a number of technology top¬ 
ics given by experts in their 
fields. The seminars provide 
valuable insights into the tech¬ 


nologies and trends that are 
shaping the future. 

METS '96 sUiTis on 12 
November and runs until 15 
November. 1996, at the 
Amman International Expo. 
Hall in Marj Al Hamam. 

Show hours are from 10.00 
am till 1.30 pm, then from 4.00 
pm up till 10.00 pm. Ils open¬ 
ing times should ft: into any¬ 
one's schedule. 

METS is too important an 
event to be missed. See you 
there. ■ 


Participating Sponsors in METS ‘96 

, • Global One / Sprint Jordan, First Telecommunication 
Group (ITG) • Arabia.On.Une • ARAMEX • Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services Co. (FastLink) • Computer. 
Networking Services (CNSJ 

Companies participating in METS ‘96: 

• Community Development Group (CDG) • Ideal Group 

• JdealTech • Smart Systems • Naim S. El Far & Co. • 
Global Voice Systems m GI Group, Zelne Technological 
Applications a Computer & Engineering Bureau (CEB) a 
National Equipment & Technical Services (NETS) • 
BYTE Middle East, Jordan Radio Paging (JRP) • Tan- 
tash Information Systems Group (TISG), Al-Maher Elec¬ 
tronics & Telecommunications Co. • Nashashibi & Ebblnl 
Forms, SN Technology Group (Radio Stack) • Al Ra'ed 
Al Ordeny, Shnoudi Trading Co. • Computer Shopper, 
Haupshy Group tor Computers, Computer Corner, Ideal 
Dimensions , Scientific Computers • Ra’ed Arab! Com¬ 
puter Corp • Jordan Micro Tech, Mall Work • Al Mak- 
taba Trading Co. • Abu-Rnmaiieh Bookshop • Unifine- 
TD group. 
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Measuring up what’s on show 
& what it means to you: 

METS time again! 

WELL. IT'S METS rime again and most of the computer 
and informap'on technology industry in Jordan is bustling 
with activity. This year, the show's slogan is 'The World of 
Internet 1 , and that is a true reflection of the extreme enthu¬ 
siasm among Jordanian computer users towards everything 
that is on-line. 

Well, what does METS mean for us computer buyers and 
users? it is a chance to check out all the latest hardware, 
software and accessories available in the country. It also 
represents a unique opportunity to compare prices of prod¬ 
ucts. as pan of our future buying decisions before buying, 
or just as means of reference 

Personally. I enjoy METS. Every year, it sneaks up on 
you in November, providing you with another chance to 
'buy that piece of hardware you keep on putting off. It is 
also an interesting experience to witness the massive drops 
in price, and impressive jumps in power that PCs go 
through from one year to the next. If I can accurately 
remember, the entry-level systems that everyone was inter¬ 
ested in back in METS ‘95 where 100 MHz Pentiums 
These were priced well over JD 1.400 at the time. 

In METS ‘96.1 expect to see Pentium ]33MHz machines 
as the entry-level for regular users, and Pentium 166MHz 
for. That's a 33MHz to 66 MHz jump over last year, and 
I'm not even mentioning the 200MHz and Pentium Pro sys¬ 
tems that are also available today, but still haven't really 
moved into the consumer mainstream. 

Also, it will be interesting to find out that the 100MHz 
systems of last year are costing about JD 950 to JD 2.100 
today, depending on the brand. On the other hand, the 
133MHz and 166MHz systems have moved into the JD 
1.250 to JD1.600 price bracket that us Jordanians seem des¬ 
tined to pay for the entry-level system of the time. 

Moving away from Pts. I’m sure that one of the hottest 
accessories on show will be Multi-Media kits with 6 or S 
times speed CD-ROMs and high performance sound cards. 
L'p until early last year, quad speed was regarded as a mag¬ 
nificent feat. Today, a typical multimedia kit comes with 
CD-ROM drives that can provide double last year's perfor¬ 
mance. What’s interesting is that they're available for 
almost the same price as quad speed drives last year? 

in keeping with the spirit of the show*, the next hot 
peripheral would have to be the modem. Jordanians have 
discovered that on-line world and, with it. modems of dif¬ 
ferent classes, offer differing performance. Last year, a typ¬ 
ical 14.4 modem cost well over JD 250. and it was the 
defacto choice for users. Today, we've moved up to 2S.8 
Kbps, and the result has been—as in the PC case—a drop in 
the price of last year's standard to around JD 130. and the 
availability of 28.8 modems at anywhere between JD 240 
and JD 400. Leading modem brands in the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket include US Robotics. Motorola and Boca. 

You can expect an ‘entertaining 1 price war in the Shop¬ 
per's Area, including all kinds of peripherals such as 
modems, printers, screens, scanners and more. 

With the year coining to a dose, and another year of 
technological advancements and innovations on the hori¬ 
zon. it feels great to be able to enjoy all the benefits of 
computer and information technology from the comfort of 
our own homes. I tell you, as near back as three years ago, 
we didn't imagine that the whole world could be our digital 
playground. Thanks to the Internet and more power at our 
desktops, for less, we in Jordan can somewhat keep up with 
the fast paced developments worldwide. 

One way to see where the future is going, is to visit 
METS. Another is to fly off to the Las Vegas Consumer 
Electronics Show. 1 don't know, somehow the METS 
option seems a bit more appealing, not to mention, being 
more financially feasible. What do you think? ■ 
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Come, see, touch and learn 
about the World of Internet. 


Middle East Technology Show 
Organized by §1 Jordan Computer Society 


NOVEMBER 12-15,1996 

AT THE AMMAN INTERNATIONAL FAIR HALL 
MARJ Ai-HAMAM 
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Welcome to the trade 
route of the future... 


With the launch of Jordan.On.Line at METS’96, Jordanian 
business will gain a new dimension. 

That’s because the opportunity for 
your business to reach large-scale 
markets without incurring hefty 
expenses has finally come. 

As a member of the Arabia.On.Line 
network of Arab countries. 

Jordan.On.Line will focus on the cul¬ 
tural and business needs of the 
country while maintaining the pro¬ 
fessional feel and design of the 
mother network. With our attested | 
to experience and commitment to 
quality, your business will be rocket¬ 
ed into the future of trade and com¬ 
merce. 

Visit us at METS’96 and see what 
the future holds for you, now! 



Visit Jordan.On.Line at Mets 
. November 11,1996.. 


an will never be the same 


1 1 o n 



http:arabia.com, Tel: *+962 6 704238, Fax: **962 6 704239. 
e-mail: in/o^arabia.com, P.O.Box: 911288, Amman 11191, 
Iordan 
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Arabia. On.Line’s new 
structure keeps it on top 


By Zeid Nasser 

Star Staff Writer 

ARABIA.ON.Line. foe leading 
source on Arab and Islamic 
information on the Internet, has 
finalized its incorporation as an 
independent company and has 
recruited professional staff to 
provide a wide-spectrum of 
Internet and World Wide Web 
services. 

After being a division of 
Arabian Communications & 
Publishing (ACP). for a little 
over a year. Arabia. On. Line's 
operation expanded greatly 
since the beginning of 
this year, due to the 
growth in demand for its 
services. As a result, the 
natural step ahead was 
to create the suitable 
structure to handle the 
volume of incoming 
business, on the one 
hand, and to secure the 
base necessary id 
accommodate the fast- 
pace of advancements 
and developments. 

“We have expanded 
the management and 
shareholding at Ara- 
bia.On.Line. incorporat¬ 
ing leading Arab inves¬ 
tors from different countries. 
This will provide Ara- 
bia.On.Line with an even more 
pan-Arab character," said Mr. 
Khaldoon Tabaza. Publisher at 
Arabia.On.Line, 

Arabia.On.Line's new inter¬ 
nal structure is made up of 
three main divisions. FirsL 
there is the Editorial Depart¬ 
ment which is responsible for 
providing content and regularly 
updating it. Through continued 
follow-up with information 
sources, including magazines 
and newspapers which publish 
electronic editions at Ara¬ 
bia. On. Line, the Editorial 
Department guarantees regular 
updates to serve the millions of 
users who log into Ara- 
bia.On.Line every month. 

On another track, Ara- 
bia.On.Line is establishing its 
own team of reporters and cor¬ 
respondents, to provide origi¬ 
nal material, exclusively for 
Arabia.On.Line. This is part of 
Arabia-On.Line's aim to 
deliver unique material that 
covers the political, economic 
and general interest topics that 
affect the Arab World. It also 
highlights the different aspects 
of Ari> culture. Like any other 
public medium, Ara¬ 
bia. On.Line generates its own 


content. 

Then, there is the Graphics 
Department which specializes 
in creating the graphic images 
that make Arabia.On.Line 
stand out as a professionally- 
designed service. Additionally. 
Arabia-On.Line's client benefit 
from the artistic services of the 
Graphics Department. 

Axabia.On.Line’5 Technical 
Department is'responsible for 
handling all the technical 
aspects involved in World 
Wide Web programming, uti¬ 
lizing HTML, Java and CGI. 
These services are provided in 


a consultative capacity to cli¬ 
ents working to establish their 
presence on foe Internet. 

Working together in con¬ 
junction, these three depart¬ 
ments guarantee timely, profes¬ 
sional services to 
Arabia.On.Line users and 
clients. 

“With dedicated teams, each 
of whom has a prime task to 
focus on, we should be able to 
provide foe quality of service 


that is expected of a pioneering 
company like Arabia.On.Line.” 
added Mr Tabaza. 

On top of that. Ara¬ 
bia-On. Line’s new structure is 
utilized to best serve 
foe needs of clients 
seeking expertise in 
foe setting up and 
development of 
World Wide Web 
sites. This, in its own 
right, is a whole line 
of business for Ara¬ 
bia. On. Line which 
already offers its 
Web-design exper¬ 
tise to 

leading interna¬ 
tional and regional 
companies and 
organizations. 

‘Today, every¬ 
body is going to the 
Web. Companies, 
small and large, 
realize foe huge 
potential opportuni¬ 
ties that foe Internet 
and World Wide 
Web can offer,” 
said Mr Majied 
Qasem. the Direc¬ 
tor at Ara- 
bia.On.Line. 

"We have devel¬ 
oped a structure that resembles 
an assembly-tine, offering com¬ 
plete text writing and editing 
services, graphics creation and 
advanced programming. We 
already have the technical 
know-how to program Java and 
CGI, which makes us maintain 
our position as the pioneers,” 
added Mr Qasem. Compared to 
other companies' in the region, 
that offer Web services as a 
side business. Arabia.On.Line 


is dedicated to Internet devel¬ 
opment and Web-aided promo¬ 
tion projects. 

"At Arabia.On.Line. there is 
no priority over a Web design 
project. It is 
our core busi¬ 
ness to offer 
complete Web 
solutions. 
Thanks to foe 
new structure, 
it can safely 
be said that 
we can pro¬ 
vide the best 
and fastest 
customer ser¬ 
vice in the region,” said Mr 
Qasem. 

"One of the most important 
things for companies on foe 
Web is exposure. Clients 
hosted at Arab! a.On. Line 
receive unparalleled exposure, 
by reaching the huge audience 
that our service enjoys." 

Also, with foe new look of 
Arabia. On .Line, there are spe¬ 
cial categories that make it eas¬ 
ier for visitors to get to the 
information they are seeking. 
In other words, we'll not only 
get you to your target audience, 
but we will offer you the larg¬ 
est possible number of your 
audience.” 

As to AROL's vision and 
plans for the future. Mr Qasem 
said that. “AROL views its 
position as a new medium 
available on another new 
medium, foe Internet. We hope 
that, one day, people will turn 
to us first for their news and 
information, pretty much like 
they turn to their favorite news¬ 
paper or TV station for news 
first ”■ 
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Global Internet in Jordan, only 

from Global One 



GLOBAL ONE / Sprint Jor¬ 
dan, foe sole Internet Service 
provider (ISP) in Jordan, in¬ 
troduced foe foil Internet on¬ 
line service in foe country' 
starting March 1996. 

Since then. GLOBAL 
ONE / Sprint Jordan has at¬ 
tracted over 1.600 subscrib¬ 
ers. 

“We are pleased to have 
achieved our goals so far. as 
expected.” said Mr Majdi 
Shaweesh, Marketing Manager 
at Global One l Sprint Jordan. 
“We aim to hit foe 2.000 sub¬ 
scribers mark by the end of foe 
year and, from the looks of it, 
we could exceed that target,” 
he added. 

Stating some of foe factors 
that have contributed to the im¬ 
pressive increase in foe number 
of Jordanian users gainin g ac¬ 
cess to foe Internet, Mr. Majdi 
said chat foe obvious benefits 
and attractions of foe Internet 
are guaranteeing this growth. 

' Innovative services that Glo¬ 
bal One / Sprint Jordan provide 
are also driving factors behind 
increased subscribers, such as 
the Fax a way service, which 
provides secure Internet faxing 
(email to fax), under the slogan 
‘Fax More, Pay Less’. 

“Faxaway doubled our sales. 


as local busi¬ 
nesses quickly 
adopted foe 
choice to 
achieve huge 
savings on 
their commu¬ 
nication bill, 
by replacing 
faxing with 
email.” said 
Mr Shaweesh. 

“At this stage, it is important 
for us to further educate the 
public on the difference be¬ 
tween our Internet on-line ser¬ 
vice' and bulletin board servic¬ 
es,” said Mr Shaweesh. “There 
seem to be some misconcep¬ 
tions. which we are trying to 
set straight. We are doing so by 
emphasizing the ‘immediate' 
nature of information access we 
offer, unlike bulletin board ser¬ 


vices. Also, Global One / Sprint 
Jordan offers complete Interna 
services such as World Wide 
Web access, secure and instant 
email, access to international 
conferences and chatting, and 
more.” 

Commenting on the Internet 
service rates in Jordan, Mr 
Shaweesh 
said that 
Global One/ 
Sprint Jor¬ 
dan prices 
reflect the 
actual costs 
of deliver¬ 
ing the ser¬ 


vice. Still, compared to neigh¬ 
boring countries, they are 
among foe best rates. 

“It is important to remember 


that Global One / Sprint Jordan 
also offers the best service in 
the area, in terms of reliability, 
utilizing fault tolerant systems 
to guarantee a secure connec¬ 
tion for our clients,” said Mr 
Shaweesh. 

As part of Global One / 
Sprint Jordan preparations for 
METS *96. the company is 
seeking to provide a 64 Kbit 
per second circuit, to serve 
show participants. If its efforts 
meet with success, METS *96 
will have the same circuit ca¬ 
pacity offered in leading inter¬ 
national shows such as G1TEX 
‘96 in Dubai. 

The Telecommunica¬ 
tions Corp. is very cooper¬ 
ative and it is working 
with us to make METS *% 
a truly exceptional event 
It is a huge technical chal¬ 
lenge. We hope to beabfe 
to provide this high- 
capacity circuit for METS 
’96,” said Mr Shaweesh. 

To discover the wonders 
of Internet, check out the 
Global One / Spri nt Jordan 
booth at METs ‘96. it 
should prove to be a cyber¬ 
experience that you will nor 
forget ■ 




ARAMEX serves technology 
companies, with top technology ac 


ARAMEX INTERNATION¬ 
AL Courier bas long served 
the information technology 
sector in Jordan with its ex¬ 
press and cargo services, and 
has maintained its sponsorship 
of the Middle Eas t Technolo¬ 
gy Show (METS) over the 
years. 

METS represents an oppor¬ 
tunity for ARAMEX to 
strengthen its ties with Jorda¬ 
nian information technology 
companies and it is also an 
opportunity to display the lat¬ 
est technologies that ARAM¬ 
EX applies within its organi¬ 
zation to guarantee timely 
client service. 

' One ef the recent - develop¬ 
ments is foe ARAMEX Ship¬ 
ment Tracking Service 
through foe Internet. It pro¬ 
vides customers with foe abili¬ 
ty to check out foe status of 


their shipments, from the com¬ 
fort of their offices, or homes. 

Ail the customer has to do is 
access the ARAMEX site on 
the World Wide Web and en¬ 
ter foe airway bill number re¬ 
quired. Within thirty seconds, 
the customer will receive in¬ 
formation on foe shipments' 
status. It is an immediate ser¬ 
vice. that ensures continuous 
ability to track shipments, at 
anytime. 

The introduction of this ser¬ 
vice stems from ARAMEXTs 
understanding of the urgency 
with which customers conduct 
business. “As an international 
service organization, we are 
moving with technological de¬ 
velopment,” said Mr Bassem 
Malhas of ARAMEX Interna¬ 
tional Courier. 

“ARAMEX is a communi¬ 
cation-focused company that 
utilizes several on-line servic¬ 



es to guarantee opti¬ 
mal service.” added 
Mr Malhas. 

Internally, 

ARAMEX utilizes 
an on-line connec¬ 
tion to Sita which 
facilitates email 
communications 
among ARAMEX 
staff and affiliated 
offices all over the 
world. 

“From our new 
headquarters, we 
will be better able 
to implement tech¬ 
nology to provide 
advanced solutions 
to pur diems,” said 
Mr Malhas. 

ARAMEX has recently 
been awarded foe ISO 9002 
certificate of quality, affirm¬ 
ing the company’s commit¬ 
ment towards continued ad¬ 


vancement. 

To use the ARAMEX Ship¬ 
ment Tracking Service, log 
into the address; httpff 
rwww.aramex.com. ■ 
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Phenomenal growth in the number of users on-line: 

The rise of Jordan’s on-line 

community 


METS ‘96 

Seminar Schedule 


THE ON-linc scene in Jordan 
has witnessed explosive 
growth in 1996. with thou¬ 
sands of Jordanian users going 
on-line, one way or another; 
cither by signing up with a bul¬ 
letin board service (BBS) or 
acquiring an Internet account. 

In late 1995, the Jordanian 
computer-using public was 
very enthusiastic about the 
‘electronic 1 future, and was 
awaiting full Internet access 
with extreme anticipation. 

In the meantime, BBS pro¬ 
viders National Equipment & 
Technical Services (NETS) 
and Access On-Line somewhat 
filled the gap by introducing 
the public to on-line interac¬ 
tion. and providing the very 
important function of email 
correspondence. 

Into early 1996, and up unul 
Much, these BBS's were the 
only windows on the outside 
world. 

They witnessed massive 
growth in terms of subscriber 
numbers, even into the follow¬ 
ing phase when Internet access 
did become available. 

Today, there are roughly 
over 3,500 users on-line in Jor¬ 
dan. This figure is the approxi¬ 
mate sum of separate figures 


announced, each by a different 
on-line service provider. 

NETS claims over 1,500 
users and says Out there is a 
very high growth rate by the 
week This would put NETS in 
the lead, as far as BBS's tn Jor¬ 
dan are concerned. Access On- 
Line is said to have over GUO 
users. 

Adding to that, the very 
impressive figure ol around 
1,600' subscriber to Glohal 
Or.e/Sprint Jordan, as you get 
the total figure quoted earlier. 

Whjt is particularly interest¬ 
ing* when weighing the figures, 
is that many people in the mar¬ 
ket never expected response to 
on-line services to be this wide. 

The reason, as told by sev¬ 
eral market veterans, was that 
there is a low penetration of 
personal computers in Jordan, 
to begin with. 

Add to that die fact that a 
user is required to purchase a 
modem to get on-line, and you 
can understand why some peo¬ 
ple were sceptic about the 
potential on-line population in 
the country. 

However, time has proven 
them wrong. As it seems, in 
spite of low levels of computer¬ 
ization in Jordan, there is a 



large potential market for on¬ 
line services. 

It is large enough to encour¬ 
age the entry of new panics, 
such as Computer Networking 
Services (CNSj, who are very 
confident Mini they will gener¬ 
ate over a thousand subscribers 
in the coming months. 

It is important to point out 
here that BBS's charge fees 
which only resemble a tract ion 
of what it user would have to 
pay to hook up to the Internet- 
proper, through Glohal One / 
Sprint Jordan. Even though, 
there is a fast-growing sub¬ 
scriber base at Global One / 
Sprint Jordan. 


It seems that this enthusiasm 
is shared by other investors. 
Already, seven companies are 
applying for Internet Service 
provider Licenses. From the 
locks of it, the Internet and on¬ 
line services market in Jordan 
are set to grow at this stage. 
Saturation is expected in the 
luture, hut that will not happen 
soon. In ilie meantime, users 
can rest assured that more ser¬ 
vices. whether Internet on-line 
or BBS's, are on the way. 

This should further contrib¬ 
ute to the status of Jordan 
which wc are ail proud of, as 
one of the mast on-line active 
countries in the reuion. ■ 


AS PART of the Middle East 
Technology Show (METS) 
'96, a number of seminars will 
be held through the days of the 
show. 

These are presented by spe¬ 
cialists in varied fields of inter¬ 
est in information technology. 

All seminars will be held at 
the Amman International Expo. 
Hall in Maty Al Hamam. (The 
same venue as the show). 

Following is the seminar 
schedule for METS '96: 

Tuesday 12 November, 1996 

10 am • 11:30 am: Sybase 
RDBMS. Presented by Firas Al 
Uqdeh of Tarnash Information 
Systems Group (TISG i. 

12 pm-130 pm: A seminar 
on Acer products. Presented by 
the Sales Department at Tan- 
tash Information Svstcm Group 
(TISG). 

4 pm - 530 pm: PC & Mot¬ 
orola Product Power. Presented 
by Ihab Al Saftili of Computer 
& Engineering Bureau (CEB). 

6 pm - 730 pm: Author- 
ware. Presented hy Ideal Sys¬ 
tems Co. 

8 pm - 930 pm: A Seminar 
on Global One / Sprint Jordan 
services. Presented bv Global 


Abu Ghazalleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) 
adopts NETS ‘Solution for Corporate Accounts’ 


ABU GHAZALLEH Intellec¬ 
tual property (AGIP)—a mem¬ 
ber of Talal Abu Ghazaleh 
International TAGI—has con¬ 
cluded an agreement with the 
National Equipment and Tech¬ 
nical Services (NETS) to set up 
NETS’ Corporate Account 
solution for Internet wide 
email, email to fax and group¬ 
ware effectiveness. 

“The Corporate Accounts 
Solution is the most cost effec¬ 
tive way for corporations to 
provide all of their network 
users with an email account in 
addition to establishing a very 
efficient groupware solution for 
streamlined communications 
and file access 1 ' explained Mr 
Jawad Abbassi, NETS corpo¬ 
rate accounts manager. 

Mr Luay Abu Ghazalleh. 
AGIP's general manager, said 
that AGIP's step in connecting 
its head quarters with the Inter¬ 
net for effective communica¬ 


tions stems from its continued 
and diligent drive towards 
incorporating new technology, 
to provide top notch service on 
the regional level. Mr Abu 
Ghazaleh added 

that the solution i- 

shall give more ! 
than I GO users in [ 

TAGI's Amman [ 

head quarters } w 

Internet wide 

email and email 

to fax with JpR '/ 

seamless iniegra- *■ 

lion to the exist- • .* 

ing slate of the V-Tj- 

ari network uti- ^ 

lizing Oracle 

servers and TCP/ 

IP. network pro¬ 
tocol. He also --—:- 

stated his com¬ 
pany's decision to incorporate 
the same solution in TAGI's 
regional offices. 

Mr Marwan Juma. NETS 


general manager, said that the 
agreement crowns NETS' 
efforts since its inception more 
than two years ago, to provide 
the Jordanian market and com¬ 
panies with 

■-— reliable and 

effective 
communicat 
ions solu¬ 
tions on the 
Internet 
where its 
customer 
base has 

grown to 
over 1600 
users. 

Mr Juma 
said that 
AGIP's 

- decision fol¬ 
lows deci¬ 
sions to utilize NETS Corpo¬ 
rate Accounts Solution by 
many Institutions including the 
American Embassy, the British 



Council. Jordan Phosphates 
Mines Co., Hikma Pharmaceu¬ 
ticals. Special Systems Com¬ 
pany, International Traders, 
Amin Kawar and Sons, Com¬ 
munications Development 
Group and Ideal Systems 
Company. 

Mr Jawad Abbassi 
explained that the solution 
requires a tegular PC to run (he 
Server software and can 
accommodate ail network pro¬ 
tocols such as IPX. TCP/IP 
and AppleTalk. The solution 
can be seamlessly integrated 
with networks running Novel 
Netware servers. UNIX Serv¬ 
ers or Apple Share servers. 

The server can work on 
either Windows NT or Macin¬ 
tosh based machines, while the 
Client version runs over ail 
versions of windows, DOS and 
Macintosh operating systems. 

On the cost savings emailed, 


Mr Doughan Turk (sales and 
marketing executive at NETS 
corporate accounts division) 
said that in addition to having 
tremendous savings in email 
and email to fax. users of 
NETS Corporate Solution 
eliminate the need for hefty 
individual subscription rates as 
the users of the Corporate 
Solution will get monthly rates 
for their email addresses of as 
low as two dinars per month. 

The solution further elimi¬ 
nates the need for a modem for 
every user, as all the users will 
be simultaneously served by a 
single server with one modem 
installed on iL 

Mr Doughan Turk con¬ 
cluded by referring to the 
NETS seminar on its Corporate - 
Amount Solution, that will be 
held during METS ‘96. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact NETS at telephone 
619870. ■ 


One / Sprint Jordan. 

Wednesday 13 November, 

1996 

10 am . 11:30 am: New 
Horizons in Arabic Word pro¬ 
cessing. Presented by Mr 
Hatem Zeine of Zeine Techno¬ 
logical Applications. 

12 pm - 130 pm: Alcatel 
Cabling System. Presented by 
the Computer & Engineering 
Bureau /CEB). 

4 pm - 530 pm: The future 
of technology in the Middle 
East Presented by Engineer 
Taher Al Youssef and Engineer 
Ahmad Ayyad. 

6 pm - 730 pm: A seminar 
on Business Solution. Pre¬ 
sented by IdeaiSofL 

8 pm • 930 pm: A seminar 
on Web Authoring. Presented 
by Ideal Systems Co. 

TTiursdav 14 November, 
1996 

10 am - 11:30 am: intranet 
Solutions. Presented by Samer 
Bazian of Business Optimiza¬ 
tion Consultants (BOC). 

12 pm- 130 pm: Fiber or 
Copper. Presented by Engineer 
Hisham Qanan of Hisham Qai- 
tan Establishment. 

4 pm - 530 pm: A seminar 
on Arabia.On. Line. Presented 
by Khaidoon Tabaza of Ara¬ 
bia. On.Line. 

6 pm - 730 pm: A seminar 
on ABC uninterrupted power 
Supply. Presented by Mr Philip 
Hues on behalf of Smart 
Systems. 

8 pm - 930 pm: Internet for 
Banks. Presented by Osama 
Unquod and Samih Toukan of 
Business Optimization Consul¬ 
tants (BOC). 

Friday IS November, 1996 

4 pm - 530 pm: Document 
& Image Management Sys¬ 
tems. Presented by Ra'ed 
Hmoud of Tantash Information 
Systems Group (TISG). 

6 pm - 730 pm: Data Image 
Processing (DIP) for Windows. 

-•Presented Ideal-Systems Co. 

8 pm - 930 pm: A Seminar 
on Global One / Sprint Jordan 
services. Presented by Global 
One / Sprint Jordan. 


Registering local Internet domains: 

Cyber citizens of 
‘virtual Jordan’ 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

THE'INTERNET is transcend¬ 
ing borders and a somewhat 
international cyber-community 
is evolving as a result. Still, 
even Internet on-line people cun 
be distinguished by the cultural 
and nationalistic differences of 
their "un-lnternetcd" 

counterparts. 

While the Internet allows 
people from all over the world 
to be connected, through email 
and Internet telephony, and to 
share knowledge and experi¬ 
ence, through newsgroups and 
web pages, it nevertheless 
underlines the national origin of 
most of its users addresses. 

The Top Level Domains 
(TLD) of most Internet 
addresses usually stands for the 
country in which the user 
resides, therefore a user in Jor¬ 
dan would most probably have 
an email address with the ".jo" 
part at the end. one in Egypt 
would have the ".eg'', Norway 
".no" and so on. 

Hence, it is usually very sim¬ 
ple to guess where a certain 
web site or an email address is 
located by just looking at irs 
TDL. Of course, this could be 
very misleading for one main 
reason: The server or web page 
with domain name belonging to 
the TDL of say ".jo" need not 
be in Jordan at all; for all it mat¬ 
ters, this address could be 
served by an Internet service 
provider in Japan or Germany. 
What this signifies, though, is 
that this specific address has 
been issued and validated by 
the administrator of this Top 
level domain (TDL) which has 
allowed that particular Internet 
server- or rather its Domain 
Name server (DNSl- lo serve 
this particular address. 

In the case of the “.jo" 
domain, the body acting as its 
administrator is the National 
Information Center (NIC) of 
Jordan which was established in 
1993 “to develop common stan¬ 
dards necessary fo.r the manage¬ 
ment of the National Informa¬ 
tion System". Incidentally the 
publicly owned and run NIC 
was the first in Jordan to estab¬ 
lish a local Interact node, cater¬ 
ing for the government^! organ¬ 
izations and universities. The 
NICs Director of Information 
Services, Ms Ghazwa Malhas. 
explained that the NIC is in 
charge of the following TDLs 
pertaining to the “.jo” domain: 


".com.jo" for companies, 
".edu.jo" for educational insti¬ 
tution. ''.org.jo" for non¬ 
government organizations. 

gov-go" for government 
organizations and ".net.jo" for 
networks. Ms Malhas 'further 
elaborated that any 'organiza¬ 
tion or company can register a 
domain name (for a mail or a 
web server) under any of the 
preceding TDLs provided the 
following conditions arc met: 

- Direct and continuous con¬ 
nectivity should be available 
with Internet, through any 
local or international service 
providers. 

- An active office in Jordan 
is j basic requirement for for¬ 
eign companies. 

- Official documents of 
domain names and trademarks 
arc required as reference, to 
guarantee right registration 
under the right domain. 

- Duplication of names is 
not allowed. NIC will not 
attempt to provide a direct 
solution for preventing or 
resolving the domain name or 
trademark conflicts. 

- NIC will register the 
names on the basis "firsr come 
first served". AH requests will 
be processed in a non- 
di sen minatory fashion and 
users will be treated on an 
equal basis. 

- Domain names should be 
selected in accordance with 
inierrfational technical stan¬ 
dards: c.g. Valid charactersf A- 
ZU0-9) 

- Selected domain names 
should comply with public 
ethics. 

- Registration docs not 
require registration fees. 

- All sub-domains shall be 
allowed to operate their own 
domain name servers, provid¬ 
ing correct and true informa¬ 
tion in them. 

The setting up of a proce¬ 
dure for registering domain 
names under the ".jo" TDL and 
through a national body will 
surely allow for increasing (he 
number of users "belonging" to 
Jordan. While the "un- 
Intcrncted" people's national 
and cultural identities are sup¬ 
ported by passports, flags and 
national anthems, the Internet's 
peoples identities revolve 
around two lettered "Top 
Level Domains"!! Meanwhile, 
cultural and nationalistic dif¬ 
ferences endure and keep the 
world the diverse and exciting 
place il is. ■ 


CNS is proud to offer you 


vi? • ■ ... 


g Equals 


Primus is a Bulletin. Board System BBS that ;: ; 
provides an.-.easily opcraccdgca^hical jpierface, 
resembling that of the Internets World Wide 
Web (WwW). This interface is a mixture of rext. ,;- 
and picrures in pages which are linked together toV 
givean-enjoyableon-line experience. • 

What is a Bulletin Board System? ;•/ 

A ' Bulierin Board Sysrem/Scrvicc, generally 
cerrried as BBS, is a compurerized server system:. 
chat, people can access using modems on cheir ;.. 
personal computers. Generally speaking’, a BBS is , 
a communion for people warning to share ideas. 
on various issues in the form of dtscussionjjroups . 
(public forum areas or conferences).' . 

However, other services are also provided' in a' - 
BBS. These services could include areas for, 
transferring files (file libraries), private messaging • 
(local or international emajl), information 
databases, or maybe,, even a special area, for • 
advertising. No matter whar type of services-, 
provided, a BBS constitutes a small community , ' 
of people interacting with each other. 


Visit our booth at 

METS'96 

for a special promotional offer ; 


"The 
greatest 
thing to 
happen for 
the 

On-Line 
community 
in Jordan " 



Come and see the differ 


Thank 

t YOU 

Jordan 

to the thousands of 
subscribers i xhofonn 
NETS Online Community 


Individuals 

Businessmen 

Parents 

Doctors and Hospitals 


Schools 
Universities 
Government 
Non-Governmental Institutions, 

' i es . - MM. 


P.O.Box. 35055 Amman 11 ISO Jordan 
Tel. 614755 Fax. (962-6)'614511 
BBS: 611191 



COME VISIT US AT METS 96 

e-mail • e-mail to fax • electronic commerce 
daily news • interactive conferences • online 
chats ■ community issues 
and muchmuchmore.... 



National Equipment & Technical Services 

P.O. Box 811912 Amman 11181 Jordan 
TeL 619870 Fax 619871 Email’ info@nets.cora jo 



























10 THE STAR 


M 


T 


96 SUPPLEMENT 


7 NOVEMBER 1996 


Who’s who in Jordan’s telecommunications policy: 

TRC promotes I cooperation, for growth 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

JORDAN’S TELECOMMUNI¬ 
CATIONS sector is mediocre 
at best. 

This conclusion needs nor be 
the result of an intensive facts 
finding mission under a special¬ 
ized and highly technical com¬ 
mittee. it rather the conclu¬ 
sion of anyone trying to get a 
phone line and having to wait 
for periods of up to three or 
more years. The fact is further 
underlined, by the rather high 
prices of international leased 
line connections —an impera¬ 
tive in the Internet era— which 
are among the highest in the 
world. 

However, with the new Tele¬ 
communications Law #13 of 
1995. there are positive signs of 
an impending change of times 
which will hopefulfv do away 
with Jordan’s poor telecommu¬ 
nications record to date. A new 
entrant on the telecommunica¬ 
tions stage, established by the 
new law. will be leading Jor¬ 
dan's march out of its current 
stall. This new entrant is the 
Telecommunications Regula¬ 
tory Commission (TRC), which 
“aims to achieve an effective 
working relationship between 


the state, consumers, service 
providers and equipment sup-j 
pliers so as to facilitate the 
growth of cost effective and 
reliable telecommunications! 


Internet service providers and 
X.25 & X.400 services. Mr 
Abu Jamouse further explained 
that the TRC represents Jordan 
in the Geneva based Intema- 



services in Jordan.” 

Mr Yousef Abu Jamousel 
TRC’s Director General 
explained that the TRC's tasks 
include regulating all aspects of 
telecommunications in Jordaij 
as well as licensing all public 
telecommunications network^ 
providing services in Jordan 1 . 
These telecommunications net¬ 
works include cellular phone 
paging services, public phone 


lional Telecommunications 
Union— a UN body— particu¬ 
larly in the allocation of Radio 
spectrum use. 

The TRC is a firm believer 
in the benefits of competition 
in improving the telecommuni¬ 
cations services in the country; 
the telecommunications law 
makes it clear that applying to 
obtain licenses to run telecom¬ 
munications networks should 


be facilitated to ail interested 
parties. On this note, Mr Abu 
Jamouse pointed out that the 
TRC has licensed seven Inter¬ 
net Service Providers to date 
which should translate 
into more efficient ser¬ 
vices and reduced costs 
for the consumers once the 
seven start providing the 
services. 

The same applies to 
other aspects of the tele¬ 
communications sector 
where the TRC’s General 
Direcror pointed out that 
the immediate plans 
include having at least two 
licensees in every single 
telecommunications ser¬ 
vice, from cellular to pag¬ 
ers. For instance, the pub¬ 
licly owned TCC will be 
licensed by TRC at the 
beginning of 1997. Fur¬ 
thermore. FastLink’s—Jordan’s 
cellular phone service pro¬ 
vider—concession period will 
end by the end of 1997 which 
means that other service provid¬ 
ers will be able to enter the 
market by then. In regards to 
the Internet Service Providers. 
TRC's policy is to allow many 
qualified companies to operate 
in the market—as is evident by 
licensing seven companies to 


date, which should result in a 
healthy competition and better 
cost effective services for the 
users in Jordan who are soil 
paying high amounts for using 
the Internet (7 USD per hour as 
opposed to less than 0.5 USD 
per hour in Cyprus for 
instance, a country with a com¬ 
parable market size). 

Of course, the high cost of 
international leased lines in 
Jordan are a contributing factor 
to the high connection rates, 
but this cost, as it seems, will 
also be revised. 

The presence of the TRC 
and its drive towards a non 
monopolistic telecommunica¬ 
tions market as a necessary 
prerequisite to improved ser¬ 
vice and reliability, gives us in 
Jordan the hope that telephone 
lines and proper telecommuni¬ 
cations will not be as dear in 
the near future as they are 
today. 

Obtaining more phone lines 
for our office email networks, 
or our kids browsing at home 
will not be the hectic matter 
that it has been for long. 

A big “welcome” is due 
here to the new hope for “tele¬ 
communicating'* Jordanians; 
the Telecommunications Regu¬ 
latory Commission. ■ 


METS 6 96 Company News 


Netscape Navigator for 
show ‘browsers’ 

• Business Optimization 
Consultants (BOC) participate 
in METS for the seamd year 
running, introducing the most 
popular Internet browser soft¬ 
ware. Netscape Navigator, for 
which BOC was appointed this 
year as authorized dealer in Jor¬ 
dan and Palestine. In addition. 
BOC will be showcasing its 
varied Internet-related services 
including Web development, 
the company’s impressive *X- 
Roads' information site on the 
World Wide Web and elec¬ 
tronic directories such as Law 
On-Line and the Business 
Directory. 

TISG presents Acer 
Aspire 

• Tantash Information Sys¬ 
tems Group (TISG), distribu- 
tors.of Acer computers in Jor¬ 
dan. will be revealing the slick, 
black-colored ‘Acer Aspire’ 
personal computer at NETS 
‘96. The Aspire is a stylish PC. 


that performs even better 
it looks. TISG are offeri 
Aspire systems with comple 
multimedia (8 times speed CD 
ROM & sound card), alo 
with fax/modem. A special fea 
ture is the Aspire's ‘Voic: 
Interaction’ function thz 1 
allows users to command th: 
computer to open, save or clos: 
files—for example—withoi t 
touching the keyboard. Fo r 
more information on the Acer 
Aspire, contact TISG at tele - 
hone 689252 or visit their 
oth at METS ‘96. 


£ 


STS gears up for MET*1 

• Specialized Technic; 1 
Services (STS), a leading suf - 

S lier of computer products i 
ordan. has many new produces 
in store for visitors at MET 5 
‘96. First, there’s the Samsun z 
Sync Master, an aware 
winning monitor for -199: 
There-thereis the range of Su i 
Micrososystems Netra Serveis 
and the new range of Sun UJd a 
Enterprise 3000 workstation 
On the PC level. STS will 1 e 


showing their complete lines of 
AST computers and Apple 
Macintosh products. As far as 
software is concerned, STS will 
display its range of Microsoft 
products, for which it is the 
authorized distributor, focusing 
on the newly announced and 
much-anticipated Arabic Win¬ 
dows 95 and Arabic Office 95. 

Ra’ed Arabi pushes 
forth at METS ‘96 

• In keeping with its tradi¬ 
tion to be one of the main 
exhibitors at METS every year. 
Ra’ed Arabi will present its full 
range of products including 
leading brands like Leo Com¬ 
puter systems. ASK Data Show 
products. Genius accessories 
and Triumph Adler printers. 
The company’s Leo PC is one 
of the top selling brands in the 
country. 

This year. Ra’ed Arabi will 
also present its comprehensive 
software solutions in fields of 
accounting, industry, school 
management, hotel manage¬ 
ment and medical systems. 


The Jordan Computer 
Society, organizers of METS 



METS is organized every year 
by the Jordan Computer Soci¬ 
ety (JCS). a non-governmental 
organization made of informa¬ 
tion technology professionals. 

The Jordan Computer Soci¬ 
ety’s aims are as follows: 

• To enhance the 
level of the com¬ 
puter profession in 
Jordan. 

• To raise the 
professional and 
technical level of 
people working in 
the computer field, 
to strengthen the 

ties among them, and to defend 
their interests. 

• To highlight the impor¬ 
tance of information in modem 
life, and the role of computers 
in solving current problems, 
and to spread computer aware¬ 
ness through seminars, courses, 
periodicals, exhibitions, and to 
encourage publishing. .Arabiz¬ 
ing. research and development 
in the field. 

• To participate in the plan¬ 
ning and development of com¬ 
puter education and training 


programs and their methods. 

• To classify and define dif¬ 
ferent professions and speciali¬ 
ties in the computer field. 

• To cooperate with con¬ 
cerned local. Arab and interna¬ 
tional organizations in order to 

establish and coordi¬ 
nate standards and 
specifications in the 
field. 

• To attract 
national expertise in 
the computer field 
and direct it towards 
local needs. 

— ‘ ffJbmspecidnterest 

subcommittees in the various 
computer areas. 

• .To contact similar Arab 
and international societies for 
the exchange of publications, 
visits, and attendance of con¬ 
ferences and seminars. 

• To promote contacts 
between members of the soci¬ 
ety and official .public organi¬ 
zations, in the interests of the 
profession. 

■ To work towards upgrad¬ 
ing the social, economic and 
financial status of members. ■ 


Officially starting service at METS ‘96: 

Primus BBS begins 
full service 


COMPUTER NETWORKING 
Services (CNS) officially an¬ 
nounces the launch of its bulletin 
board system. Primus, at METS 
*96. 

"We are entering the market to 
serve Jordanian users, by offer¬ 
ing a new and unique level of 
on-line services, based on more 
ease of use and more power. Pri¬ 
mus will provide something for 
everyone, and will meet the ma¬ 
turing needs of the Jordanian on¬ 
line community," said Mr. Nidal 
Nasereddin. executive manager 
of CNS. 

What makes Primus stand out, 
most at first glance, is its attrac¬ 
tive user-interface. 

CNS adopted Wildcat!, as the 
BBS software upon which to 
build Primus. It is a powerful software, which 
takes Jordanian users into the next stage of 
BBS’s, as it is based on HTML (Hyper Text 
Markup Language), the most popular pro¬ 
gramming language used for the World Wide 
Web. 

This provides Primus with so many advan¬ 
tages. the simplest of which is the familiarity 
of the BBS to a typical web site, as users will 
navigate the service, the benefit from web¬ 
line links inside. In faa. every part of Prim us 
BBS has an address line, similar to HTTP ad¬ 
dresses. to provide 
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the Internet feel. 

Already. CNS is 
taking advantage of 
its web expertise to 
provide web site de¬ 
sign services to cli¬ 
ents. Primus BBS 
also offers a variety 
of services, apart 
from the traditional 

BBS functions that the Jordanian public 
would come to expect, such as E-mail and in¬ 
formation services. 

Among the special services are ‘File Librar¬ 
ies’ that include useful programs that can be 
downloaded by users. CNS is focusing on this 
attractive service, as the company understands 
the important role that a BBS plays as a 
Shareware or Public Domain software source. 
CNS has built a massive library of over 1 mil¬ 
lion megabytes of such software, which any 
Primus subscriber can download free of 
charge. For example, there are many Win¬ 
dows 95 and Windows NT components found 
on Primus, in addition to complete applica¬ 
tions like Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.01. 

Primus also offers the very important, and 
immensely popular service of conferences in 
which users can discuss and debate matters 
pertaining to. .art, culture,.’daily life, music, 
philosophy .business and more. 

Among the innovative conferences on offer 
are Technical Support’ conferences in which 


T A 1,1 O t< G £ 


specialists in their fields will answer the ques¬ 
tions posted by users. This on-line support 
system, catering to general computing and in¬ 
formation technology topics, is a pioneering 
initiative. 

Advertising and promotion is another ser¬ 
vice that Primus BBS offers, thanks to its 
graphical abilities. 

Already, leading local companies and or¬ 
ganizations are utilizing Primus as a promo¬ 
tional outlet. 

Primus is guaranteeing that all these servic¬ 
es are provided to us¬ 
ers at an affordable 
price. Subscribers to 
Primus are required to 
pay a JD 25 initiation 
fee, and a JD 10 
monthly fee (of 
course, as is the case 
with other BBS ser¬ 
vices in Jordan, these 
fees do not cover in¬ 
ternational E-mail). 

For what subscribers are getting, the sub¬ 
scription rate seems to be reasonable. 

What’s more, if users take advantage of the 
NETS V6 offer, they will save themselves JT> 
25. as they will not have to pay the normal in¬ 
itiation fee. 

"Primus is here and it will make a differ¬ 
ence, by delivering higher levels of service, 
customer support, satisfaction, and superior 
quality, with focus on the customer needs", 
said Mr. Arner Nasereddin, marketing manag¬ 
er ai CNS. 

"We want to give users the service they de¬ 
serve and the taste of a truly powerful and 
functional BBS. enjoyed by users world wide, 
and hopefully, with time, make them a part of 
the world wide on-line community", added 
Mr. Omar Qawas, software manager at CNS.. 

- For more information on Primus BBS, con¬ 
tact Mr.' Amur Nasereddin at CNS on tele¬ 
phone 614755, or dial-in directly to the BBS 
on 611191 via modem. ■ 


Compaq the #1 selling PC in 

the w orld! 



Compaq has achieved the highe st 
selling rate for personal computers n 
1995. The highest quality standards of 
its manufacturing and the high perfo 
mance of its systems contributed to r s 
success in the USA and all around th 
world. Compaq has become the #1 
choice for PC users. 


Visit us at IDEAli 


In every way Compaq PCs meet and 
exceed the requirements of the most 
demanding users. This highest per¬ 
forming, network-ready PCs include 
today’s leading technologies, unique¬ 
ly engineered and optimized by Com¬ 
paq. At IdealTech, our mission is to 
provide you with that technology. 


Group booth in Mets96 


COMPAQ. 


IdealTech 157 Zahfr; 
e-mail: id 


an Street - Tel. 688123 
ial@nets.com. jo 


PROXIMA 

PROJECTING THE POWER 
OF YOUR COMPUTER 
THE MEETING ROOM. 



0VATT0N+E46 
LCD PROJECTION PANE 



I COMPUTER 


AD0J0 SOURCE VIDEO SOURCE (VCR. WHS, 
lasedtK. Caramnfer, TV) 



Authorized agent 



Ideal Systems 

n ml Linotype-Hell 


57 Zahran street. Jabal Amman, Fifth Circle, P.O.Box 182756. Amman 11118 - Iordan 
Tel: (962-6) 688123 Fax: (962-6) 687476 E-Mail: Ideal@Qets.com.jo 
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Unemployment in Gaza and West 
Bank increases dramatically 

■ Unemployment in Gaza and the West Bank rose co 
record high because of Israeli closures. The rare of unem¬ 
ployment rose by 70 percent in Gaza and 55 percent in 
ihe West bank. More than 32,000 Palestinian workers are 
prevented from going to their jobs, 17.000 of them are 
from Gaza Strip and 15.000 from the West Bank. The 
closures are costing the Palestinian economy a fortune. It 
is losing up to SIO million daily in trade according to the 
General Union of Palestinian workers. Meanwhile human 
rights violations by the Israeli authorities on the West 
Bank and Gaza are worsening According to the latest 
report by the Gaza-hosed Palestinian human rights organ¬ 
ization Al Hau. 63 Palestinians including 16 children 
were shot in Ramallah, Jerusalem. Bethlehem, Nablus. 
Tulkarim. Hebron. Jericho and Gaza Strip. More than 
1600 Palestinians had serious injuries in the head and 
chest. Even members of the medical crew were injured 
while treating the wounded people. At least five journal¬ 
ists were injured by shots fiom the Israeli army in addi¬ 
tion toother five journalists being beaten by the Israelis. 

82% Palestinians ready for violent 
confrontation with Israel 

■ According to Palestinian opinion poll. 82 percent of 
Palestinians interviewed said that Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza said (hey are ready to bear the full 
consequences of violent confrontation with the Israeli 
army, even if this leads to economic deterioration. 

The poll conducted last month say about 93 percent of 
those interviewed said that the Palestinian reactions to 
the opening of the tunnel were justified and 85 percent 
are ready to use their guns and participate in hard con¬ 
frontations with the Israeli settlers and soldiers. 

Conference on education in Birzeit 

■ Birzeit University will hold a conference on "Palestin¬ 
ian Education: Historical, Contemporary Status and a 
Vision for the Future." The venue will be held between 
13-16 December. This is an international conference on 
Palestinian education. Participants will discuss critically 
the historical development of education and topics such 
as the curriculum, access, quality, relevance to sustained 
development based on empirical research. General and 
vodatfoiud edticarion wfil^Lo be dealt with. The organiz¬ 
ers say the attendance of international scholars who can 
make a contribution to the proceedings by providing crit¬ 
ical analysis of systems in their countries would be much 
appreciated. 

Palestinian Airlines Corp., 
established at $50 million 

■ The Palestinian Airlines Corp., has recently been 
established in Gaza City with a paid-up capital of S50 
million. Later on, part of this capital will be offered for 
general subscription. The airline will have offices and 
agents inside the Palestinian territories and outside. Its 
director general is Fayez Zcidan who also heads the Pal¬ 
estinian Civil Aviation Authority. 

First Jordanian industrial 
exhibition in Ramallah 

■ In a step to strengthen cooperation between Jordanian 
and Palestinian manufactures, the first Jordanian industri¬ 
al exhibition started yesturday Wednesday in Ramallah. 
More than 100 Jordanian companies are taking part in 
this exhibition. They include concerns specializing in 
electronics, electric instruments, textiles, air conditioning 
and heating equipment, construction materials, garments 
and foodstuff items. A high-level Jordanian delegation 
headed by Mr Aii Abu Al Raghib, the minister of com¬ 
merce and industry, has arrived earlier this week at Ra- 
maJlah. A seminar titled Commercial Relations between 
Jordan and Palestine” will be held today Thursday. 
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Talabans add 
another flavor to 
Afghanistan’s jigsaw 
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M.C.G. Filial 

Star South East Asia 
correspondent 

KUALA LUMPUR— 

Afghanistan’s strategic impor¬ 
tance ensures that all the pow¬ 
ers involved would have to 
recalculate their sums 10 con¬ 
tinue to be players in this part 
of the world. However much 
Afghanistan would like to be 
left alone, it would not be 
allowed to. 

Russia’s desire for a warm 
water port led to clashes with 
the British Empire during the 
19th century. Now Moscow 
wants to prevent (he new 
republics of Central Asia from 
gaining access to the same port. 
The United States, a new player 
here, has not intervened 
directly, but through local war¬ 
lords: their support to (he 
Taleban. 

The Tulehans, who cumc 
from nowhere early in the 
1990s, began us a ragtag army 
of Afghan students, mostly 
from the dominant Puthan 
tribes that crosses into Paki¬ 
stan. The continuing Afghani¬ 
stan civil war alter the Soviet 
Union was forced out in 19S9. 
and (he realignment of regional 
interests, mode Pakistan, with 
more than 3 little help from the 
US. (o organise ihem, and 
inject another imponderable 
into the Afghan puzzle. 

That could not have come at 
a better time. The Afghan citi- 
zemy is fed up with the dislo¬ 
cation caused by the civil war. 
At least half of Afghanistan's 
population of between 14 and 
16 million people have been 
displaced, with three and a half 


million in Pakistan, one and a 
half million in Iran, and the rest 
internally. 

The Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, and the giddying 
change of modernisation she 
injected into a country brought 
about a Jituul, made West 
Asian Muslim nations send vol¬ 
unteers to uust the Soviet 
occupiers. 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Union is one more uncertainty 
in the Indian subcontinent. The 
West Asian countries that sent 
volunteers did not want them 
hack for fear of uncertainty in 
(heir uwn countries: Many, 
therefore, went on to fight 
against the Indian government 
in Kashmir. It is not by acci¬ 
dent that the problems in Kash¬ 
mir accelerated around the time 
the Soviet Union withdrew. 

The government in power in 
Kabul, once installed, were 
caught up in internecine light¬ 
ing. the ousted government's 
prime minister, Qulbiddcn Hik- 
matyar, played no part in the 
Rubbani government, operating 
from his stronghold just outside 
Kabul and without access to (he 
government. A power-sharing 
agreement, with a more formal 
constitutional arrangements to 
follow, were cheerfully 
ignored. The jockeying lor 
power and influence, among 
themselves and with countries 
in the region, ignored the rising 
anger of all this among the 
population. 

So. when the Tale burn cap¬ 
tured west Afghanistan, two 
years ago. they brought peace 
and a modicum of administra¬ 
tion. law and order, that did not 
exist elsewhere in the country. 


making them an administration 
wholly different from what 
Afghanistan had in Kabul and 
elsewhere in the provinces. 
Though Sunni Muslims in a 
generally Shia Muslim areas 
under the influence of Iran, 
their actions stood them in 
good stead when they laid siege 
for the rest of the country. 
Once Nagarharand Kandahar 
fell last month the resistance u> 
them collapsed rather quickly. 
The Talehans are now pursuing 
the Tajik leader Ahmad Shah 
Massoud. the defence minister 
in the ousted Burhanuddin Rab- 
hani government, through the 
Panjisher Volley in the north¬ 
eastern part of Afghanistan, 
some resistance is seen as 
Masssnud’s Tajik's and Gen¬ 
eral Dostum’s Uzbek soldiers 
seem lo have come together to 
hold the Talcbans at bay. That 
is only tn he expected since 
northern Afghanistan is under 
the control of the Uzbeks and 
the northeast under the Tajiks. 

The Taleban’s initial actions 
was to take control of the capi¬ 
tal. Kabul was also expected: 
they hanged Dr Najibullah. the 
Russian-installed former presi¬ 
dent who was under UN protec¬ 
tion. and two of his aides: they 
enforced the strict Islamic code 
of justice: forced women into 
purdah and out of jobs. When 
one considers that these men all 
had their education, rudimen¬ 
tary as they were, in madras has 
lreligious schools), with no 
westernising and liberal influ¬ 
ence in the curriculum, that was 
to he expected. 

But Afghanistan has always 
been governed by a strict tribal 
code of conduct with the more 






Working ladies of Kabul demonstrate against restrictions on women imposed by the Tala- 
ban movement 


formal legal and administrative 
codes applicable only in the 
capital and in a few cities when 
they do not impinge on tribal 
mores. Even in neighboring 
Pakistan, the government’s 
writ is suspended in the North 
West Frontier, except along 
highways and specified areas. 
Even the monarchy in Afghani¬ 
stan existed on the basis that its 
writ did not extend outside 
Kabul, and tribal law super¬ 
sedes everything else. Little 
has chanced since then. 

The United Nations threat¬ 
ens to withdraw humanitarian 
aid because of the Talebans' 
strictures agoin»t women work¬ 
ing. Laudable as it is. it would 
be difficult for anyone to per¬ 
suade the new Kabul govern¬ 
ment—as it is of the Tehran 
government—that they would 
reverse this law. The Talebans, 
in their moment of victory, is 
unlikely to stand for such legal 
niceties. "Dial the United States 
has now sent a diplomat to 
negotiate with the Talehans is 


indicative of the geopolitical 
underpinnings of the Taleban 
victory, but even Washington 
could not impose on Kabul a 
framework of equal rights for 
women in what is essentially a 
conservative tribal society. 

However much Afghanistan 
wants to steer clear of regional 
geopolitics, it cannot. The geo¬ 
political interests of Pakistan, 
Iron and India, mutually exclu¬ 
sive and those of the United 
States and Russia, would 
ensure that peace in Afghani¬ 
stan is subject to other consid¬ 
erations. With the Taleban vic¬ 
tory, Pakistan is clearly in the 
ascendant. Pakistani officials 
already talk of linking the 
extensive rail links of Pakistan 
and Central Asia through 
Afghanistan, and of the 10- 
rnember Economic Co¬ 
operation Organisation—the 
proposed economic grouping 
of the six Central Asian states. 
Afghanistan. Turkey. Iran and 
Pakistan—finally taking off. 
But that may be wishful think¬ 


ing just yet. 

India suffers a setback, hav¬ 
ing backed the Rabbani govern¬ 
ment, with the prospect of diffi¬ 
cult negotiations with the new 
Kabul government for a modus 
vivendi. Iran's defensiveness 
has both to do with its suspi¬ 
cious of the Pakistani govern¬ 
ment. and the loss of its lever¬ 
age in Western Afghanistan. 
Besides, the Taleban's strict 
Sunni code disagrees with 
Iran's Shia outlook, with its 
aggressive export of its form of 
government overseas. 

Amidst all this, the position 
of both Russia and the United 
States necessarily is on oppo¬ 
site sides of the tables, as it has 
always been. Washington’s 
desire to prise open the eco¬ 
nomic hold Russia has on the 
Central Asian states is well 
known, its support for the anti- 
Soviet mujahideen is a matter 
of record. Peace at home would 
open a new chapter of external 
jockeying for influence and 
control in Kabul. ■ 


Bhutto, Parliament ousted by president in Pakistan 


By Kamran Khan 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

KARACHI—Pakistani Presi¬ 
dent Farooq Ahmed Khan Le¬ 
ghari dismissed Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benazir Bhutto early last 
Tuesday and dissolved the Na- f 
tional Assembly in a decree he 
said was mandated by corrup¬ 
tion. political violence and fi¬ 
nancial mismanagement by 
Bhutto’s government. 

The president's action, 
though legal under Pakistan's 
constitution, was backed up by 
Pakistani army troops who 
surrounded Bhutto’s house in 
(he capital. Islamabad, as well 
the parliament and radio and 
television stations in major cit¬ 
ies. The country's airports 
were dosed. Bhutto. 43, who 
was elected prime minister in 
1993, was reported to be in 
her residence but not under 
formal detention. The decree 
marked the second time that 
Bhutro has been dismissed 
from the prime minister's of¬ 
fice on charges of corruption 
and delivered a new blow to 
Pakistan’s faltering democra¬ 
cy. Under relentless pressure 
from the military, no elected 
Pakistani prime minister has 
finished a full term in office, 
and Bhutto's - predecessor, 
Nawaz Sharif, was forced to 
resign. 

Leghari, who issued his de¬ 


cree at 1:45 a.m., called for 
new elections to be held 3 Feb¬ 
ruary. Senior official sources 
said that Malik Meraj Khalid, 
a founding member of Bhut¬ 
to’s Pakistan People's Party, 
took over as acting prime min¬ 
ister. 4 , 

Bhutto's- - "dismissal “came' 
amid a bitter political struggle 
with the Supreme Court, 
which recently thwarted Bhut¬ 
to’s attempt to appoint politi¬ 
cal loyalists as judges by rul¬ 
ing that judicial appointments 
were the prerogative of the 
president. Bhutto also was 
haunted by charges that she 
and her husband, Asif Ali Zar- 
dari, had collected bribes and 
kickbacks on government con¬ 
tracts and siphoned millions of 
dollars into foreign bank ac¬ 
counts and property holdings. 

Well-placed officials said 
that in August this year the 
army had warned Leghari 
about growing unrest in its 
ranks and had provided the 
president with evidence about 
corruption involving Zardari. 
An informed official said 
Tuesday morning that Zardari 
and other senior officials of 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People's 
Party have been barred from 
leaving the country. 

Bhutto denied the charges 
against her and as recently as 
Sunday vowed to complete her 
five-year term, saying "we 
cannot imagine (Leghari) ux- 



Bhutto 

ing his powers to dismiss the 
government." Tuesday morn¬ 
ing her spokesman, Farhatul- 
lah Babur, said Bhutto had re¬ 
ceived a letter from the 
president at her home in Islam¬ 


abad and would comment later 
in the day. 

Bhutto, the charismatic 
daughter of Pakistan’s first 
elected leader. Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, portrayed herself 


abroad as a woman struggling 
against powerful military and 
political adversaries to bring 
economic liberalization and 
social moderation to her coun- 
try. 

After her father was hanged 
following,..^ ...197.6,..JRiUm 
coup. .Bhutio spent years in 
exile in the West, earning de¬ 
grees from Harvard and Ox¬ 
ford. 

In government, however. 
Bhutto'has appeared unwilling 
or unable to reign in wide¬ 
spread corruption, stabilize 
Pakistan's finances or stop 
mounting ethnic and religious 
violence. Her government’s 
relations with the United 
States were relatively good, 
but were troubled by Paki¬ 
stan’s repeated purchases of 
advanced military equipment 
from China, including compo¬ 
nents for nuclear weapons 
manufacturing. 

A Stale Department spokes¬ 
man in Washington said Mon¬ 
day evening that the Clinton 
administration would have no 
immediate comment on Bhut¬ 
to’s removal. 

Bhutto's first stint in office, 
which began when she was ap¬ 
pointed prime minister in 
1988. lasted just two years and 
was. like the term that was 
brought to an end Tuesday, 
marked by allegations of cor¬ 
ruption. Her husband and fa¬ 
ther were accused of orches¬ 


trating improper deals involv¬ 
ing government-owned land, 
and Bhutto herself was faulted 
for clashes with military lead¬ 
ers and for inaction in the face 
of civil strife in her home state 
of Sindh - . 

Tn liis six-page decree,'Le¬ 
ghari said Bhutto was respon¬ 
sible for killings of political 
opponents. Karachi has been 
racked by some 2.000 murders 
in the last several years, many 
of them directed against mi¬ 
nority ethnic groups opposed 
to the government. Police in 
Karachi shot dead Bhutto’s es¬ 
tranged brother, Munaza. and 
seven of his men last 20 Sep¬ 
tember in an incident now un¬ 
der judicial investigation. 

Pakistan’s constitution al¬ 
lows the president lo dismiss 
the prime minister and legisla¬ 
ture if it is determined that the 
government is not able to act 
according to the constitution. 
The constitution mandates 
new elections within 90 days. 
However, there were broad 
hims from sources close to Le¬ 
ghari last Tuesday morning 
that elections might be de¬ 
layed until Pakistan completes 
a lone-scheduled census and 
die Supreme Court rules on 
the division of powers be¬ 
tween the president and prime 
minister. ■ 
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ELfaftCia-ELfiefa Superstore 




A variety of national and international 
brands to satisfy all tastes and desires. 
At the bakery a range of bland and 
stuffed croissants, Foie Gras at the 
Deli, Black Forest and a variety of 
tarts at the Patisserie. 




When it comes to privilege there’s only one 
card, Alahlia-Abela Superstore’s Privilege 
Card. Cut the coupon below and you will 
get 1000 points credit. 

I------- 

I Ce privilege que vous desirez, une seule carte peut 
! vous I’offrir. Sur presentation de ce coupon, nous 
! vous delivrerons, en echange de 5 dinars, une carte 
I de membre Alahlia-Abela deja creditee de 1000 
! points. 


- 

‘Madia-Abela all yau laak far and a litfie bit mare 
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Photographing 
everyday life 

• Portraying everyday life 
in the streets and parks of 
Paris is the theme of Basina 
Asfour’s photography exhi¬ 
bition. currently cm display 
at the French Cultural 
Center. 

Titled Doubles Regards, 
the exhibition comprises 
photos that expresses cer¬ 
tain moments Asfour expe¬ 
rienced through her wander¬ 
ings in France. The 
exhibition continues till 28 
November. 



Al Aydi crafts center 



reathing life into heritage 


By Muntfter Hamdan 
jM r S:o <7 Writer 

™'^-. i ext:rou5 hands recreate heritage. The 
, jmodern artistic styles keep borrowing 
: i from the old. The* ingenious designers 
and craftsmen of AI Aydi craft center 
combined their efforts :o present the traditional 
designs of Jordan’s most prestigious handi¬ 
crafts ir. a modern perspective. Under the 
patronage of HM Queen Moor. an exhi¬ 
bition of hand-made horns furnishings 
a.Td accessories was opened at Al Avdi 
last 28 October. Titled Timeless Weav- 
it'Ss and /v't’ii- Creations, the exhibition 
displays a variety of handicrafts made 
especially for those obsessed with 
recreating the IradrticnaL 
Diversity is the theme of the exhibi- 
:<on. The exhibited works include, in 
..edition to ifte main weavings, different 
accessories and furnishings found in 
the modern Jordanian house. On 
o:splav are embroideries, decora¬ 
te, e items, straw and woodwork. 
jcAelry. brass, copper and many 
ether artifacts. in this sense, the 
center provides many things under 
one roof, sparing people the time to 
iuak elsewhere. 

"The first thing that comes to 
•-•r.e's mind about a handicraft 
c .Tiicr is rugs and carpets. We are 
s .r>inc to go beyond this concept 
to a more diverse one." says Mary Khouri. the 
director. 

The weaving motif is conveyed all through 
the exhibition. Thin and naturally-dyed threads 
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give a sense of color congruity. Such a simple 
coior technique inspires a feeling of serenity. 

The motif of weaving features all the exhib¬ 
ited works. It is used either as the main structure 
like in rugs and carpets, jackets, vests, curtains, 
partitions or as decorative on such things as 
albums, mirrors and many others. 

The title of the center Al Aydi (hands) is 
meant to reflect the individuals potential to pro¬ 
duce with their own hands something that 
modem weaving machines cannot.” “Al 
Aydi means the blessed hands of our 
craftsmen who create the handicrafts." 
Khouri adds. 

Al Aydi can also be seen as an 
information center about old handicraft 
designs. Not only do the designers of 
the center continually seek out old 
designs but also keep up with modem 
needs. 

“We cooperate with about SO Jordanian 
craftsmen whose creative bands him 
our designs into handicrafts." Khouri 
says. The designs, she adds, are 
taken from the different parts of Jor¬ 
dan. Syria. Palestine, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. . 

Added to the weavings is jewelry 
making. They take the shape of rare 
plants found in the desert and mead¬ 
ows of Jordan. Colored blown-glass 
and pottery complete the picture in 
the exhibition. 

A tent placed in the heart of the 
center is symbolic of how bedouins used to live. 
We ore taken into another world. Bedouins used 
the fleece of their cattle, weave rugs and carpets 
to furnish their tents. 


Another 
interesting 
handicraft that 
used to be a 
pan of villag¬ 
ers' houses in 
Jordan is the 
wedding box. 

Then, newly 
married cou¬ 
ples were 
given an 
oblong-shaped 
box decorated 
with vivid 
wedding col¬ 
ors to serve as 
a closet. 

Khouri said 
that the center 
tries to market 
the work of 
individuals 
not supported 
by institu¬ 
tions. In Jor¬ 
dan. there ore 
a number of j 
well-trained craftsmen 
marketing. 

She adds "we do not choose those people hap¬ 
hazardly but according to a quality’ control pol¬ 
icy.” This is in addition to feasibility studies to 
ensure that the type of handicrafts the center pro¬ 
duce is desirable. "This makes our job harder 
because we try to keep up with the latest designs 
and have customer-made products." 

The center was established in 1979 by a group 



whose works lack 


of women who wanted to revive the heritage of 
Jordan. Among those are Sharifa Hind Bint 
Nasser. Laurice HIass. Widad Kawar and 
many others. Those women held enlightening 
ideas about the ways to preserve and reproduce 
heritage. The Jordanian artist Sarnia Al Zaru 
has also contributed to the success of the center 
having designed the logo of the center which is 
now a household design. 9 
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running on Omega t im e 


AMMAN (Stan—The Middle East launch 
cf the new Constellation watch. OMEGA'S 
star collection, called for a spectacular 
event The presence of the brand's star 
ambassadress. Cindy Crawford, in Dubai 
or. Monday 14 October. 1996 did indeed 
m Jte it a day to remember! 

After Milan. Tokyo and 
Shanghai. Dubai was the 
y.ene of Cindy’s unveiling of 
the new mode is of the Con¬ 
stellation range, especially 
the fine jewelry pieces and 
examples of artistic watch 
nuking. A particularly good 
choice of location in the 
heart of the region. Dubai’s 
nourishing economy. its har¬ 
monious mix of traditional 
Arab culture and western 
lifestyles, and the area's tour¬ 
ist attractions make it the 
Middle Eastern "show-case" 
of luxury products. 

> The event involving all of 
OMEGA’S agents from the 
region began with a photo 
session in the enchanting set¬ 
ting of the futuristic Dubai 
Creek Golf & Yacht Club. At 
the 9th hole. Cindy took a 
putting lesson from golf pro 
Dominique Boulei. At 11 am in the 
lounges of the Jnicr.Coniinenlal Plaza 
Hotel, Cindy was the guest of some 100 
wives of local dignitaries—an opportunity 
to exchange ideas, with the charming Miss 
Lebanon 1996. Dina Azzar. field ins the 


questions. 

A crowd of more than 100 journalists 
from the press, seven TV networks (includ¬ 
ing three breadcasting by satellite) and one 
radio network attended the press confer¬ 
ence. followed by a lunch in the 
InterContinental Plaza Hotel. The early 
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'The ambassadress of Omega's star collection 


afternoon was reserved for a selection of 
interviews with Cindy about her role as 
ambassadress for an important watch 
brand. 

The high point of the day was undoubt¬ 
edly Cindy's visit to the "City Centre" as 


the guest of Mr Abdul Hamied Seddiqi, 
OMEGA'S “ambassador” in Dubai. Her 
presence at the store brought such mobs of 
people that a riot almost broke out and the 
autograph session had to be cut short. 

In the evening. Mr Jeau-Claude Biver. 
OMEGA vice-president and member of 
the management of SMFI. the 
world's largest watch group, and Mr 
Seddiqi held a gala dinner in honour 
of Crawford and guests of the brand. 
A diner for stars, up dose to the 
stars: ideally situated on the 20th 
floor of the InterContinental Plaza 
Hotef, the sumptuous dining room 
offers a magnificent sky view of 
Dubai’s bay and skyscrapers. 

Among die 350 dinner guests was 
Sheikh Ahmed Al Maktoum. mem¬ 
ber of the royal family, president of 
the Dubai Civil Aviation and of Emi¬ 
rates Airlines. Later in the evening, 
Crawford was flown home by 
OMEGA’S partner Swissair. 

Cindy perfectly exemplifies 
today's active young woman whose 
beauty is a reflection of her vibrant 
personality. First a top fashion 
model, she has begun a successful 
career in films and business. Her 
partnership with OMEGA goes 
beyond simply promoting the brand. She 
has selected the final design for a new 
Constellation watch that will carry her 
name, to be launched on the markets in 
1997.9 
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trademark 

market 


.AMMAN tStarl— During a press confer¬ 
ence test Thursday, the Qweider Trade 
Est.. introduced on the local market the 
prestigious collection of the famous 
French PHAS trademark. The conference 
was attended by Mr Ali and Ziyad Qwei¬ 
der representatives of the Qweider Co., 
Miss Suad Murad of the Shalhoub Com¬ 
pany in Dubai and Christian Ponsot, the 
French commercial attache in Amman. 

For those women who seek ultimate 
beauty. PHaS night creams are available 
more than 27 countries. The trademark, 
tsublished in 1955 in Paris, offered to the 
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world of cosmetics its innovative detoxi¬ 
fying creams made by Franscois Dali of 
L'OreaJ. 

Noctophase is one of the many com¬ 
pounds of the PHAS Trademark. It pro¬ 
tects the skin from pollution, high temper¬ 
atures, and daily stress. If not treated, the 
skfri regeneration is disturbed which cause 
an acceleration in skin aging. Women 
using Noctophase cream at night will 
wake up with a supple, luminous com¬ 
plexion and serene features. 

The detoxifying and regenerating Noc¬ 
tophase cream was designed specially for 
' night use. This is 

because the skin 
is the most 
active pan of the 
body during 
nighttime. Its 
peak of activity 
is around i am 
in the morning, 
the moment 
when the skin 
can benefit from 
available energy 
to accomplish its 
mission. 

Three main 
Factors lie 
behind the suc¬ 
cess of Nocto¬ 
phase. For relax¬ 
ation and 
comfort. Necto- 
_phase contains a- 



bisabolol with soothing properties. This 
ingredient together with Nectophase's 
pleasant texture and the massage method of 
application, combine to relax features, tone 
facial muscles and soothe the skin to 
instantly restore a feeling of comfort and 
well-being. Nectophase strengthens the 
skin's natural resistance system to free radi¬ 
cal intoxication. It provides the skin with a 
dynamic detoxifying system that contrib¬ 
utes to reinforcing the skin's natural 
defences. Freed from toxic substances the 
skin can regenerate itself much better. 

Nectophase's night mission ends with a 
stimulating action on the skin’s cellular 
renewal process which is enhanced by the 
presence of a restructuring complex. This is 
made from a combination of hydroxypro- 
Jine. a com extract, rich in nitrogenous sub¬ 
stances. sugars, B group vitamins and trace 
elements that provide a real cocktail of 
energetic elements capable of boosting the 
cellular metabolism. 9 


McDonald’s opens 
in Amman , today 



AMMAN (Star)—Today, Thursday 7 November. McDonald's Jor¬ 
dan opens its doors for customers in Mecca street, said Mr Ali Ar- 
raoush,- its general manager. Speaking at a press conference, Mr 
Armoush said that McDonald's is committed to success in any 
community it operates in. Attending the conference was Mr Roger 
Lexet, vice-president of McDonald's International. 

Mr Armoush briefed the audience on the quality of service the 
restaurant offers around the world. He added that McDonald's Jor¬ 
dan will run according to the standards set by McDonald's Interna¬ 
tional. In addition to offering good quality food, the restaurant 
serves as a training center for Jordanians on good management. 
“Part of McDonald's job is to export well-trained Jordanians in 
this field to the Middle East." Armoush added. 

Mr Lexel said that the secret behind the success of McDonald's 
all around the w’orld is the dedication of all its partners to quality 
and quick service The Jordanian team, he added, did a great job 
for the past 12 months in preparation for die opening. 

McDonald's has a long chain around the world. “Jordan became 
the 97th country in the world to host a McDonald’s restaurant." Mr 
Lexel said. He added that McDonald’s International will build two 
more restaurants in Sweifich and Al Wihdat. Asked if the Jordani¬ 
an market can absorb three Macdonald's restaurants. Mr Lexel ex¬ 
plained that customers will decide if the project is feasible to pro¬ 
ceed with or not, “Customer satisfaction drives any decision the 
restaurant will adopt in the future.” 9 



New issue of Amman 
magazine on newsstands 

AMMAN (Star)—The 
24th issue of the Arabic 
cultural magazine Amman 
is available now on se¬ 
lected newsstands. Issued 
by the Municipality of 
Greater Amman, the the 
magazine theme this 
month is on city of Am¬ 
man as a setting and its 
impact on the people. 

The issue consists of a 
variety of articles, fea¬ 
tures, critiques and 
poems. A critique on the 
function of poetry accord¬ 
ing to ancient Arab critics 
is presented by Ghassan 
Abd AI Khaleq. On thea¬ 
ter. Hasab Allah Yahya 
wrote a book review on The Director in The Jordanian Theater by 
Mukblid Al Zyoudi. “The Employment of the Setting in the Nar¬ 
rative Technique" is the title of a critique written by Abdallah 
Rudwan. Delving into the secrets of Aqaba sea is the focus of an 
article by Izzidin Manssrab. He writes, with a poetic sense, a 
lengthy text about a personal experience in Aqaba. The feature sto¬ 
ry of this issue highlights different cultural aspects of the Comoros 
islands. 

The magazine cites the different cultural activities that happened 
last month. With Amman embracing a large number of art galler¬ 
ies,' the number of exhibitions held is growing. Kifah Al Habib 
writes a critique about two exhibitions which took place in Baladna 
Art Gallery while-All Abd Al Amir points to trie relation between 
the musical activities and the places they were held in. 9 
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The great homecoming 

IT IS not uncommon for many Arab-Americans totom 
of what is usually called the great 
ways, I was one of those who was footed by d* !myth of 
the much-dreamed-of return. The idealist picture parted 
through the stories of my parents was greatly distorted with 

realitv as soon as I arrived. . 

Never having lived in an Arab country, I had been over¬ 
whelmed with excitement at living in Jordan, a placeto fi¬ 
nally plant my roots in native soil. However, after two 
months, my roots remain unwatered—as the only prospec¬ 
tive place to bury them remain a cemented sidewalk. I walk 
aimlessly through the streets of Amman, searching for long 
lost clues to the great stories my father had once shared 
with me about what he called orouba. 

Instead. I’m greeted by a city filled with people too frus¬ 
trated with life to bother to say hi to their neighbors. I m 
ushered to work by a taxi driver, swerving in and out of 
cars with little concern for life. I find myself trapped in ele¬ 
vators filled with bodies consumed with problems that a 
brief smile was the farthest idea from their mind. In an at¬ 
tempt to escape I go to a coffee house, where groups of 
girls and guvs speak a language other then their own in a 
weak attempt to imitate. Signs of western influences are 
scattered throughout the streets, suffocating my quest to 

find my own heritage. , 

At first glance I appear to blend easily, but my tongue 
betrays meT for as soon as I speak it is clear that I am new 
in Amman. The crisp American accent has proved to be a 
greater tool than any diploma or experience I gained in 

America. ' . ,, , , 

The reality of this was made painstakingly clear on a 
number of occasions. Over the phone the treatment and ser¬ 
vice I would receive as I struggled with my Arabic or sur¬ 
rendered to speaking English was phenomenal. In some 
cases i would make appointments, only to be greeted by a 
look of astonishment when the person linked the voice on 
the phone to the muthajiba (covered) girl who walked 
through the door. Most incidents resulted in a pleasant ice 
breaker, many voicing the questions of surprise reflected in 
the expressions on their face. The questions were at first 
readily welcomed, but soon the naivety in my eagerness to 
answer began to wear off as I realized the disapprovement 
in some eyes. The person who had been so friendly on the 
phone would do a 180 degree turn, as the image conjured 
in the mind that had been associated with the accent did not 
match the reality. 

No. the picture of the great homecoming is but a Figment 
of the imagination. There is no ideal world to return to, just 
as there was no ideal America to fiee to. The first couple of 
months in Amman left a bitter taste of disappointment. The 
great homecoming did not entail a grand parade waiting for 
me at the airport. It was about being part of the cycle which 
enveloped the people. 

Now I walk down the streets with newfound view. 1 pray 
my people continue to grow, but will not confuse moderni¬ 
ty for imitation; technology can never replace tradition. 
The magic of Amman has begun to cast its spell on me, 
and the people have begun to develop a place in my heart 
Now when I enter an elevator. I make it a point to offer a 
brief, yet kind smile at the weary ' 


: FAR SIDE 

r ' • By~G£RY I^ARSOH 



"Now just hold your horses, everyone. _ Let’s let It 
run for a minute or so and see if it gets any colder." 



A G E N D A 


Exhibitions 

9 Works by Nabeel Shiha- 
deh. ai Darat al Fuaun, 
continues till 13 November. 

■ Another Land, by 
Muhammad Nasrallah at 
Darat al Ftinun, continues 
till 13 November. 

■ Timeless Weaving and 
New Creations, running at 
the Jordan Crafts Devel¬ 
opment Center (AI Aydi). 
9 Hand and Hammer , at 
Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, opens today 
Thursday. 

■ Doubleh Regards 
Basma Asfour 


at 


French Cultural Center, 


by 

the 


Filins 

9 Les Granges Brulees at 
the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, 11 November at 8:30 
pm. 

9 Super Ted, at the British 
Coundl, 12 November ai 
5:00 pm. 

9 A fr Smith Goes to Wash¬ 
ington, at the British Coun¬ 
cil. 7 November at 5:00 pm.. 

Fairs 

9 University Fair by AMI- 
DEAST at the Marriott 
Hotel, Al Waha Ballroom, 
November (6 from 5-S pm. 
Organized by Linden Edu¬ 
cational Services. 
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THE STAR 13 


Public legend and private man on Orbit 

TUIC FAJ I hr.nc* .. -r.._,__.. t . 


THIS FALL brings a documentary- which 
lakes a detailed, pragmatic Unjfc at tha life and 
uurk of Franklin D Roosevelt, ihe man who 
transformed America's ideas about the Presi¬ 
dency, reshaped the role of government, and 
defined die terms of American political’ dis¬ 
burse. The American Experience. FDK pre¬ 
mieres on Oriiit News, itis Orbit SiSdhte Tel¬ 
evision and Radio Network’s 24-hour news 
and documentary channel. Today, llmisday 7 
November at »S:tKJ pm GMT. 

This four-part documentary examines with 
a new- scholarship the clusisc public and pri¬ 
vate personalities ul Room-vcIl. fallow utg the 
remarkable trajectory that propelled him'into 
ihe While House and through the turbulent 
Depression and Second World War Nears u! 
his presidency. The programme repeals the 


loneliness «f the polio stricken ITesidcmi 
whose relationship with one other than his 
wile, was a source nl comfort and hi-. iustm L . 
tiAC 'partnership - or. a professional basts with 
the tirst ever First Lady uf the I'mt.sl States. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, an imperative Mipjum i«. 
Ins public role 

Dw documeman makes compellim? vicw- 
»*S Kv unveiling FOR as a nun who touched 
jvopie at a very basic level, many would aieuc 
that his success spanneri 1*1 yeais tm it,.u very 
rc;i»i.u Wiiti (tie use of arcliiv.it lilm. Immc 
movies, jjid audio clippings, the story of 
America's thirty-sOCui id I’resident is infomm- 
livc. touchinu It explains much ««f the ciiigiu.i 
thin has surrounded this person. Orbit News 
wit! !v showing this totir-part dourmentary 
every Thursday ihioueii Nosemhei . ■ 



Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia / (tel: 634149): 

Mission Impossible 
Philadelphia II (tel: 634149): 
Sabrina 

Plaza (tel: 699238): 

Independence Day 

Concord J (tel: 677420): 

Independence Day 
Concord II (tel: 677420): 

Disclosure 




Programs on JTV 
from 9-15 November 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Adventures of Mickey 

and Donald 

2J0— Bold and Beautiful 
2:45—Just The Job 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—GOJeue (sports) 

4 JO—Chris Cross 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Futures (Educational t 
5:15—Blue Heelers 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7*35—Something Wilder 
&01—New Literacy (Doc) 
8*30—Prism 
9:20—Lois and Clarke 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Best Seller 
12:00—Classic Movie 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Fievels American Tails 
230—You Bel Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—World Net (Doc) 

430—The Famous Five 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Our world, Their world 
5:15—Search and Rescue 
6:00— French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:01—Auto Classics 
8:30—Album Show 
9:10—Blacke’s Magic 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Madson 
11:15—Miami Vice 
12:00—Yes Minister 

MONDAY 

2:00—Huly Koran 
2:05—Muppei Show 
2:30—Bold and Beautiful 
3:00— French Program 
4:00—Nature’s Inventions 
430—Hey Dad 
5:00—News Flash 
6 : 00 —French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosanne 
8:01—Disaster Chronicle (Doc) 
830—Cinema, Gnexra, Cinema 
9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Return to Lonesome Dow 
11:15—Bodies of Evidence 
12:00—Dad's Army 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 

2:20—Adventures on The 
Rainbow Pond 
2:30—1 Love Lucy 
3:00—French Program 
4:00—At The Zoo 
4:30—Alf 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Fun with Physics 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 
8:01—Magazine Zero-One 
8:30—Encounter 



China Beach, Tuesday at JO 

9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—China Beach 
11:15—Mission Impossible 
12:00—Are You Beitig Served 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Muppei Show 
2:30—Bold and Beautiful 
3:00— French Programs 
4:00—Earth Revealed 
4:30—Blizzard Island 
5:00— News Flash 
5:02—The Adventurers 
5:30-Kelly 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Tlie Four Seasons 
8:01—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—NBA 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Bugs (Drama) 

11:15—Hart To Hart 
12:00—Who Is The Boss 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holv Koran 
2:05—Iris 

2:15—Orid and the Gang 


:30 pm 

2:30—Take Your Pick 

3:00— Covington Cross 

3:30— Feature Film 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02— Continuation of Film 

5:30— French Programs 

7:30—News' Headlines 

7:35—UN Facts 

8:0!—American Chart Show- 

830—Material World 

9:10—Kung Fu 

10:00—News at Ten 

1030—Feature Filin 

12 : 00 —Turatala 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holv Koran 
2:05—Iris' 

2:15—Muppei Show 

2:30—Playuhout 

3:00—See How They Grow 

3:15—French Programs 

4:10—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Name Your Adventure 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Documentary 

K:UI—Secret Weapons 

8:30—Hunter 

9 : 10 —VRJ, The Virtual Re¬ 
ality (science Fiction) 

rj-rrsaa 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Rim 
12:00—Family Matters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAMEDI 

3:00—Docu men Hire 

Lj France au.\ 1000 
villages 

3:30—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des heb£s 
6 : 00 —Sent* 

Jack 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Zivj 

D1MANCHE 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 

Cajuu 

3:30— Di vertisse ment 

Week-ends speciaux 
» Li’s ne^resses vertex * 
6:00— Magazine 

Faut p.i:. rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports el musique 

LUND1 

3:00—Varielfes 
L'integrate 
•‘Stefhane Etcher » 
3:30—Documentaire 

Travelling gourmet 
6:00—Magazine ~ 

Cassiopee 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sureinq 

MARDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3:15—Magazine 
Muniagne 
Hume suneitlance* 
6:00—Serie 

La lumierc des juste* 
7:00—Le journal. 

7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 


• The American 
actor Gene Wilder 
stars in a new play 
titled Laughter on 
the 23rd Floor. It 
opened in Shaftsbury 
avenue. 



MERCRED! 

3:00—Jeux 

Pyramide 
3:30—Serie 

Les six compagnons Je 
Tavemure 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

3:00—Varietes 

Emission special? a 
Y occasion del* anni- 
versaire du mi Hussein 
530—Divertissement 
Le mo ride est 
it vous 

«Pierre Ferret* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomcs crochus 
9:00—Le journal 

VENDREDI 

3:00—Emission jeunesse 
L'ccole des fans 
5:30—Magazine 

Envoyc special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
A Ho la icrre 


) Programs are subject to change by JTV [ 


Video releases 

"THE CRAFT' (Columbia/TriSmr,): It's defi¬ 

nitely the witching hour in this supernatural comedy, as sev¬ 
eral young sorceresses — played by Faimza Balk, Robin 
T unnev, Rachel T rue and "Party of Five s ‘ ’ Neve Campbell 
— combine their powers to assume ultimate control of their 
school and its student body. Ultimately, their plan goes awry 
... alio wins the special-effects masters to do their thine. ** 
(R: .AS, P, V> 

"DOS TBE A MENACE TO SOLTH CENTRAL WHILE 
DRINKING YOUR JUICE IN THE HOOD” (Miramax,): 

As (he tide should imply, this parody is a spoof of 
many urban dramas that have been releases in recent years. 
Shawn and Marlon Wayans — currently starring in the apt¬ 
ly named WB Network" series "The Wayans Bros. ’' — co¬ 
wrote and star in the picture, which satirizes numerous 
elements of the other films. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "ERASER" (Warner, Oct. 29): 
Arnold Schwarzenegger stars as a federal marshal aiding 
people in the Witness Protection Proaram. including Vane£ 
sa Williams. (R) 

"HEAVENS PRISONERS " (New Line, Oct. 29): Alec 
Baldwin plays an ex-cop swept into a dmg-dealina child¬ 
hood friend's (Eric Roberts) actions; Teri Hatcher also stars 
(R) 

"MOLL FLANDERS ” (MGM/UA. Ocl 29): Robin 
Wright stars as novelist Daniel Defoe’s spirited heroine: 
Morgan Freeman and Stockarri Channing also appear. (PG- 

e im. Tribune Media Seftira 
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A JO*? 
CONSISTS 
OF 12 PfOPt-E 
C«0SEH TO 
DECIDE WHO 
HAS THE BETTER 
LAWyE^ 1 - 


—THIS WEEK'S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: With the sun still in 
Libra, philosophical conversations 
could reach the upper esoteric. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Pay 
off a debt, just in case you have lo 
borrow again. Study a foreign lan¬ 
guage and you may qualify to go 
abroad. 

Taurus (April 20-May 2(1). If you 
could use a loan, do the research. 
You’ll find Inks of valuable informa¬ 
tion. An older peisun has all kinds uf 
activities for you to do. Be helpful. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnnc 21). 
You’re lucky. Concentrate on a 
tough job. Discuss your work with a 
lighthearted friend. The two of you 
can ennie up with new jpprtucho ro 
the problem 

Cancer (June 22-JuIy 22). True 
love beckons. He in the right place at 
the right time. Concentrate on your 
work. A deceptively Minple subject 
will Lake longer than you thought. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Make a 
big decision about your living envi¬ 
ronment and stop worrying about it. 
A startling development in your Jove 
life leads lo new excitement. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). You’re 
lucky in love, especially in an educa¬ 
tional setting. Your attention will be 
drawn to a mess that needs cleaning 
up at home. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). You can 
buy what you need it you sell some¬ 
thing you don’t need first. A neigh¬ 
bor can help you understand a 
difficult subject. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21;. Use 
your secret powers to get what you 
want. A private conversation reveals 
insider information. Be stingy with 
your money. 

Sugittarius (Nov. 22-Dcc. 21). 
You may be feeling a little guilty. 
That’s just your conscience trying to 
remind you to com pi etc something 
you’ve Maned. 

Capricorn t Dec. 22-Jun. 19). A 
secret pact wiih a friend gives you 
needed support. You’re busy cheek¬ 
ing things off your list. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re lucky, but you could have 
problems with a stubborn supervisor. 
Don’t light a battle you can’t win. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). 
You’ll leant a lot if you don't let an 
outspoken person hurt your feelings 
True love puts in an appealunce. 

If You’re Haring a Birthday This 
Week: Take care nf your resources 
and they'll, grow to where they can 
take care of you. Friends ate the key 
to your success this year. 

« PNfi. tntaiiK NWu Srmccs 




Render Unto Caesar 

By Omar Sharif and Tunnah Hi»ch 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*QJG4 
<?Q 6 
0J1US6 
*AQJ 

' WEST EAST 

♦K8 *75 

SJ10952 C K873 
OKQ3 0752 

*1064 , *9532 

SOUTH 
♦ A10932 
<?A4 
O A94 
*K87 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

l* Pass 3* Pass 

4* Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lend: Jack of C? 

South’s play to the first trick on 
ibis tv.uui was quite correct in terms 
of the heart suit.alone. It was com¬ 
pletely wrong if the hand is consid¬ 
ered as a whole! 

North's jump raise n» three spades 
with 13 points in high cards wouldn’t 
raise an eyebrow' among chose who 
play this sequence as forcing. Since 
queens and jacks are overvalued in 
the 4-3-2-1 scale, limit raisers should 
be equally content — the hand is not 
worm its face value. Regardless, 


South has ample to cany on to game, 
but too manv losers to look for more. 

West led the jack of heans, cov¬ 
ered by the queen and king and taken 
by the ace. Dummy was entered 
with the ace of dubs and the queen 
uf spades was run to West's king. 
West found the superb defensive 
play of returning a low heart, which 
proved to be the only way to defeat 
the contract. East won the trick with 
the seven and shifted to a diamond. 
Declarer played low, West won with 
the queen and got out with a trump. 
Eventually declarer lust a trick to the 
kmc of diamonds for down one. 

Before playing to the firsi trick, 
declarer should have worked out that 
the contract was secure if the losers 
could be limited to one in each suit 
except clubs. To accomplish that. 
East had to be kepi off lead. 

Correct technique is for declarer to 
play low from dummy to the first 
rricic then allow the jack of hearts lo 
win. Now declarer can win the heart 
continuation, cross to the table with a 
club and try the trump finesse. It 
loses, but declarer can win any con¬ 
tinuation. draw- trumps, then clear 
dubs, ending in dummy. Now the 
jack of diamonds is run. West can 
win, hut is trapped in an endplay. A 
JiamunJ return is into declarer’s 
tenace. and any other suit allows 
declarer to tuff fn dummy while dis¬ 
carding the remaining diamond loser 
from Hand. 


TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 



Sou roc. bsaoAairm'o Bock of Facto. 1979. GnT&MtjndDiriop 


Pioneering birth control advocate Margaret • 
Sanger came from a family with 11 children. 

O Ww*j. Tnbunr Mcilu 


Jumble 
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I Working for the good of 
■ other* will ensure your own . 
. go<ni. 

! • • » • 

: ; The evils that never uccur • 

; often cost us the most pain. 1 

• m • 

' A lie will soon run itself to 
! ! death unless you try to chase 

. : it. 


WHOSE THE NATIVES' 
BASKET WEAVING 
SKILLS CAME FROM. 


Nim wnutge the circled team lofonn 
ihe surprise unsuer. at by 


■ mra e mu 


Answer hem 


SIOOU SSTOQ — 

UMuj jute.1 snips' nuiAittw tjjjsrq .sA\nnu sip :ja.w»uy 

.VUSOD StlOlNVd HOAYS 3INRID :sJ3.wsuv 

v I Intiunr Media S»t»*v» 


There is nci pexe in satis¬ 
fying every desire. 

Flattery cannot harm one 
who knows himself. 

• m • 

Spending money on your¬ 
self eventually becomes a 
burden; spending money on • 
uthers will free you. 

• * ■ 

Be careful noi 10 let your; 
own prejudices and desires, 
obscure your sight. 

« Mb. TntJuac Nfcda Sa‘K« , 
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Yasser Arafat veut regler Hebron au Caire 


P 




rs 

DU 


pplement en frangais du Star 


%Le president palestmien Yasser Arafat a confirme dimanche qae des efforts etaient en corns pour 
organiser une cerimonie de signature d’un accord israela-palestinien sur Hebron (notrephoto), 
tors de la conference iconontique pour le Proche-Orient prevue du 12 au 14 novembre au Caire. 
«Oya des efforts egyptiens b ce snjet* a declare MJvufat cette semaine sans danner plus de 
precisions. 12 a ajoute que les negotiations pour le transfers des poicvoirs a Hebron a VAutorite 
nationals palestmienne se poursuivaient et restaient confronxies & des obstacles substandels- 
MartH, les deux parties se refeudent mutueUement la responsabUiti du biocage des discussions sur 
le rediploiement mUiudre israelien et diculaieni d'attendre le retour du negociateur ameriadn 
Denis Ross pour reprendre ces discussions. 

Le ministre israelien de la Defense Yitzhak Mordehm a estime que «Ie n oavel accord aurait po 
gire signe depuis longtemps, mais Yasser Arafat, sans qui aucnne decision ne peat etre prise, 
retarde les chosesj* 

Le chef de la delegation palestmienne Saeb Erakat a ltd envoye une lettre a son homologue 
israelien pour lui demander de reprendre les negociations sur Hebron, estimant «qu'Q ay a pas de 
raison de perdre da vantage de temps*. 



! SELON 





Retire le frangais et 
Tanglais sur un meme pied 
dcgalit6 en iordanie. Le 
souhait emi par Jacques 
Chirac lors de sa visile en 
Jordanie ie mois dernier est 
une chance offerte aux Jor- 
daniens. Prenaht le contre- 
pied de I'expression bien 
connue * impossible n'est 
pas frangais*. la Jordanie a 
mornre jusqu'a present que 
!e developpemeni de cette 
iangue rencontrait beaucoup 
de difficulties. 

Le projet actuel est done 
irfcs ambitieu.x. JI necessite 
d’importarues reformes pour 
reussir a inscrire dans les es- 
prits et les mentalit£s cette 
grande tache fixee par le 
president Jacques Chirac et 
ie roi Hussein. Pour les deux 
dirigeams. cette mesure doit 
rcileier )'intensity des rela¬ 
tions existani entre les deux 


pays. 

Ceile-ci pourra ouvrir 
Thorizon h de nouveaux 
echanges bases sur plus de 
communication et un dia¬ 
logue plus dair. 

L instrument de la longue 
devrait en effel etre non 
sculement le support dune 
meilleure communication, 
mais aussi celui dune meil¬ 
leure comprehension. 

Pour accompiir cette ge¬ 
neralisation de la tongue 
Irani;aise dans un pays arabe 
plulot anglophone, tache des 
plus dtfficiles. un pro¬ 
gramme precis prenant en 
compte les realties et les be- 
soins jordaniens est neces- 
saire. Mais quel programme 
et avec quelle Squipe? 

C'est par petites touches 
que I'on peut reussir b d6ve- 
lopper progressivement 
I'cnseignement du frangais 
dans ce pays. En imaginanu 
par exemple. un programme 
sur dix ans. Celui-ci pourrait 
commencer avec Taugmen- 
tation du nombre d’ensei- 
gnants en utilisant les la¬ 
ments formds dans ce pays, 
dans les deux universities 
jordaniennes qui enseignent 
le frangais ou bien au Centre 
culture! frangais. 

Ces jeunes francophones 
doivent bien sur recevoir 
une formation sp6cialis6e 
des maintenant pour pou- 
voir plus lard b leur tour en- 
scigner. Mais en augmen- 
tant les performances de ces 
dipldmes jordaniens. on 
pourrait ainsi disposer de 
nombreux formateurs capa- 
bles d'enseigner le francais 
aux niveaux primaire et se- 
condaire unc . fois leur 
diplome en poche. El pour 
eeux qui souhaitent pour- 
suivre leur cursus. des cours 
plus specialises, par exem- 
plc en litierature ou en civi¬ 
lisation. devraient ensuite 


etre ins crus aux pro¬ 
grammes des universitfis. 

Pour lancer ce pro- 
gramme de reformes. un de¬ 
bat rassemblant tous les ac- 
teurs francophones de ce 
pays doit avoir iieu. II per- 
mettrait de r6fl£chir aux ob¬ 
ject! fs que se fixe la Jorda¬ 
nie en mati&re d'enseigne- 
ment du francais et aux 
moyens dont elle dispose. 

Quant sa majestd le roi 
Hussein a fait son cadeau- 
surprisc au president 
Jacques Chirac, personne 
n'a vraiment die e tonne dans 
le pays car les affinit£s entre 
les deux pays ont des ra- 
cines profondes. 

Avec unc solide collabo¬ 
ration. la Jordanie et la 
France devraient done au- 
jourd'hui reussir a mener S 
bien ce grand projeLM 


Ahmad N'Sour 


Le Jourdain, 
on y revient 
Tous les jeudis 


dans ie Star 


Droits de l’Homme 


Salon 


Une urgence diversement appreciee internet en vedette 

-himto A/fat c mii 


Le dernier rapport sur la Jordanie publie par VOrganisation arabe des Droits de 
VHomme s’intitulait «urgent». Celui-ci denonce une situation qui se degrade 
dans le domaine des droits de VHomme depuis le debut de Tannee. Mais sa 
publication a la fin du niois dernier a souleve beaucoup de critiques dans le pays. 


Le salon informatique Mets qui 
debutera lundi a Amtnan sera 
largement consacre au reseau 
informatique Internet. 


Dans son rapport 

■^urgent* public voilb deux se- 
maines. [’Organisation arabe 
des droits de I'Homme a mis en 
cause le gouvemement de 
M.Kabariti. 'face us ant d'avoir 
enregistrS le plus mauvais bilan 
dans )e domaine des droits de 
I'Homme depuis le ddbut du 
processus de dSmocratisaiion 
en 1989. Lors de sa formation 
en fgvrier, ce gouvemement 
avait pourtant appel6 b une 
plus grande libertd depression 
et s'6tait engage a respecter les 
droits de tous. 

Les violations d6nonc6es 
dans ce rapport concement la 
libertd depression. Tabus 16- 
gisJatif. les arresiations aibi- 
traires, la tomire physique et 
mentale. Le ministre de 
TInformation Manvan Mouash- 
er a officieJJement rejete loutes 
les allegations portant sur les 
cas de torture de ddtenus et les 
restrictions de libertds pub- 
liques evoqu6es par TOADH. II 
a affirmd que la majeure partie 
de ce rapport lui paraissait &re 
un discours politique plutdt 
qu'une 6tude fondie qui sou - 
tienne ses accusations par des 
preuves. Selon lui, le gouveme¬ 
ment enregistre le meilleur bi¬ 
lan de la rdgion dans le do¬ 
maine des droits de THomme. 

Le quotidien Al-Doustour a 
dgalement critique ce rapport. 
Selon Mohamad Al-Soubehe, 
-le rapport s'intiresse beau¬ 
coup aux emeuies de. Kerak. II 
a beau se dire +urgenn-. son 
contenu portant sur les liberies 
de publication et de legislation 
se borne a repeter ce qui avait 
deja ete publie dans les rap¬ 
ports prece'dents par diverses 
organisations jordaniennes. 
Bien que cette organisation se 
decrive comme une organisa¬ 
tion non - go uve me mentale. 

beaucoup de phrases et 
d'expression laissem sentir la 
presence d'arriere-pensees pol- 
itiques. II pretend que le gou¬ 
vemement actuel est morns 
cooperatif que ceux qui I'ont 
precede. II n'a pourtant jamais 
interdit aux membres de 
L'OADH de visiter les prisons, 
de rencontrer les prisormiers 


ou de leur parler. Cela laisse 
penser que le rapport est mal- 
honnete et peu convaincanL De 
plus, il ne donne ni noms. ni 
preuves de ses accusations.» 

«Le role de I'OADH consists 
a rassembler les plaintes des 
citoyens, a les envoyer aux re- 
sponsables et aux organisa¬ 
tions des droits de I'Homme, d 
rendre visite aux prisonniers et 
publier ses rapports dans la 
presse nationals et internation¬ 
als» explique Hani DahJe. un 
des responsables de la cellule 
jordanienne de TOADH. EUe 
n'a pas Idgalement le droit de 
mener sa propre enquete sur 
une affaire. EUe s'adresse di- 
rectement au gouvemement 
pour qu’il apporte une nfponse 
aux plaintes qui lui sont adres- 
s6es. «Mais le gouvemement 
refuse de nous repondre dans 
la plupart des cas», regrette 
Hani Dahle. «Le rapport 
+urgent + itait appuye par des 
preuves et des noms. Certains 
joumaux I'ont pub¬ 
lie imegralemenl. comme A\ 
Majd. AI Ahlalie et AL-Bilad. 
Hindis que d'autres. dont les 
deux plus grands quotidians 
jordaniens. n'ont publie que 
quelques extraits, en omeitant 
de citer des noms et des 
preuves. C'est ce qui pemiet 
aux officials, dont le discours 
s'inspire de ces deux joumaux, 
de nous attaquer. II suffil de re- 
garder le Jordan Times pour 
retrouver les noms des detenus, 
les dales et les4ieux.de Jeundi^ 
tention.% Avec une diffusion 
bien plus restrcinte que les quo¬ 
tidians arabophones. le Jordan 
Times, litre d6tenu en majorit6 
par TEtai. est beaucoup lu par 
ia communautd 6trang£re du 
pays mais moms par la popula¬ 
tion jordanienne. 


L’interet du ertoyen 

*L organisation 'est la pour 
defettdre les citoyens dont les 
droits ont ete violes » d&clare 
Hani Dahle. «.Elle n'a pas pour 
objectif d’evoquer les progres 
observes en Jordanie dans le 
domaine des droits de 
I'Homme. comme le souhaite- 
raient certains. Elle doit sou- 
tigner les dysfonctionnunenis 


qui existent dans ce domaine» 
explique Hani Dahle. 

Selon lui, Ie gouvemement 
continue de rejeter ce type de 
rapports, pas seulement ceux de 
TOADH. mais aussi ceux 
^organisations nationales ou 
internationales, qui s’intdressent 
a Taction du gouvemement jor- 
danien. 

"En ce qui concerns notre 
organisation, les autoriiis jor¬ 
daniennes voient l'existence de 
TOADH comme un symbols de 
demoemtie et de liberty 
d'expression dans le pays. 
N'importe quelle mesure prise 
contre cette organisation fera 
du tort au gouvemement qui 
pretend respecter les droits de 
THomme et la \ie dimocra- 
tique», ajoute Hani Dahle. 

Les seules r6ponses obtenues 
par l'organisation sont jusqu'a 
present les propos du ministre 
de TInformation qui affirme 
que "le gouvemement applique 
Idgalement la loi en ce qui con- 
ceme les droits de THomme*. 

«Mais le monde entier 
s'accords pour difinir un pris- 
onnier politique comme une 
personne emprisonnee pour 
avoir publiquement exprime ses 
idees politiques * souligne Hani 
Dahle. "Or ce n’etait noiam- 
ment pas le cas du journalists 
Abou Rouman qui a ete arrete 
pour un article qu'il n'a pas 
public. Cela prouve que la loi 
est apptiquee d'une fa^on abu- 
. sivey Et ce. qui est regrettable .. 
c'cst quc la presse jordanienne. 
et en particulier les quotidiens, 
ne publie pas nos communiques 
ou nos rapports, comme si les 
droits de THomme ne la con- 
cemaient pas. Pourtant, notre 
combat pour la defense des 
droits de THomme est le meme 
que celui des medias*. 

Lc souhait d'Hani Dahle est 
qu'aujpurdliui les autorit6s jor¬ 
daniennes et TOrganisalion arri- 
vent h coopdrer. "Nous avons 
un but commun: servir Tinteret 
du citoyen. Nous appelons done 
le gouvemement a appliquer la 
loi de fafon juste et a repondre 
<5 nos demandes.» ■ 



Selon le ministre de Tlnformadon Manvan Mouasher, le 
rapport de I’OADH n ’est pas fiable car trop politisL 


^■ ,Tya 

S.Sweiss a rhonneur 


Mona Qaddoumi 


Souleiman Sweiss a rdeemment re$u le prix Munther Anab- 
tawi pour sa longue lutte pour Ia ddfense des droits de 
THomme. Ce prix est ddcemd chaque anode par ('Association 
des dcrivains jordaniens. Notammeni membre d'Amnesty inter¬ 
national et de TOADH. Souleiman Sweiss milite depuis 17 ans 
pour ddnoncer les violations existant en Jordanie ou dans les 
pays arabes. 

Pour lui. la pdriode actuel le est paniculierement ddlicate. 
«r L'epoque la plus difficile n'etait pas celle des aruiecs 70 ou SO 
quand nous solliciiions la liberation des detenus, mais celle qui 
a commence depuis 1989.* 

Commentant Ie faible nombre de rdponses faites par le gou¬ 
vemement aux demandes de TOADH. il estime que *parler des 
violations des droits de I’Homme dans un pays qui se dit de- 
mocratique ne devrait plus rester tabou ». ■ 


Le Mets 1996 qui 

ouvrira ses portes au public 
lundi accueillera les visiteurs 
jusqu'au 15 novembre. Ce sa¬ 
lon se tiendra dans la grande 
salle deposition de Majj-el- 
Hamam. h un quart d'heure en 
voiture du septidme cercle. Un 
service de bus gratuit sera pro- 
pos6 a partir de ce cercle. 

Le Middle East Technology 
Show (METS) est un salon ax6 
sur I’informatique. Pour sa cin- 
quihme ddition, ii consacrera 
cette annde une large place au 
dfiveloppement du ■ rdseau 
d’Intemet en Jordanie. 

Mets est organis6 par la Jor¬ 
dan Computer society, une as¬ 
sociation privee de profession- 
nels de i'informatique. Selon 
cette association. 31 entreprises 
seront pr6sentes pour ce salon, 
exposant leur materiel et leur 
savoir-faire. Une association 
qui regrette Tabsence pour ce 
salon des plus grandes soci6t6s 
informatiques jordaniennes qui 
sont pourtant des piotmi6nss 
dans ■ le domaine de 
Tinfonnatique en Jordanie. 

Le salon est soutenu par de 
nombreux sponsors, dont 1a so- 
ciet6 de messagerie Aramex, la 
revue specialis6e Byte Middle- 
EasL Ie foumisseur de services 
Internet Sprint Jordan ou la 
compagnie de t6!6phones mo¬ 
biles Fastlink. Les entreprises 
Firsty Group communications 
et Transcornpurter communica¬ 
tions seront aussi associees h 
- =ce<salonT ^ — ■- •'. •' 

L’exposition sera rfipartie 
dans deux grandes salles. Les 
plus grandes entreprises occu- 


peroni la premiere tandis que la 
deuxi&me sera reservee aux e- 
xposants qui souhaitent vendre 
directement au public, h des 
prix piarticuliferement attrayants 
durant la duree du Mets. 


Le premier amurver- 
salre d*Internet 

Pour ce!6brer le premier an- 
niversaire de Tarrivde d'lntemet 
en Jordanie. tous les exposanzs 
de la salle principle b6neficie- 
ront d'un accfes au r6seau Inter- 


Outre le dernier cri de la 
technologie en matiere de mo¬ 
dems. kits multimedias, impri- 
mantes couleurs. disques durs 
amovibles ou processeurs Pen¬ 
tiums hyper-sophistiqufs. Mets 
pr6sente dans son agenda 1996 
une serie de confdrences qui se 
tiendrom dans Tenceinte meme 
de Texposition et qui seront ou- 
vertes gratuitement au public. 
Le programme de ces conf6- 
rences sera donnd sur place. 

Le Mets est un salon de ni¬ 
veau professionnel incontesta¬ 
ble qui est extriimement repre¬ 
sen t a tif du niveau informatique 
que connaTt ia Jordanie. 

En projetant d'inviter des so- 
ci6t6s etrangeres a participer 
dans les prochaines editions, les 
organisateurs du Mets d'Atn- 
man ont pour objectif de con- 
f6rer b ce salon un caraclfcre in¬ 
ternational, ou du moins rfigio- 
nal au niveau du Proche-Orient. 


Jean-Claude Elias 



Conference 

Associer la presse francophone de la region 

Une dizaine de titres francophones du Proche et du Moyen-Orient ont etudie 
pendant deux jours au Caire les moyens de s’associer pour reussir a developper 
la presse francophone dans la region et les filieres francophones deformation 


Economic 


Frangais et Jordaniens parlent affaires 


Jordaniens et Frangais ont etudie la semaine demiere au 
Centre culturel frangais les moyens defaciliter les relations 
economiques entre les entreprises des deux pays. 


Disseminee dans 

toute la r6gion, du Proche- 
Orient aux pays du Golfe. la 
presse francophone compte ac- 
tuellement une dizaine de titres. 
Elle revet des formes diff6- 
rentes, qu'il s'agisse de pays 
comme TEgypte ou la franco- 
phonie resie trfes importante. ou 
bien des Emi rats arabes unis oh 
elle essaie d'6clore. Contraire- 
ment au Liban et h TEgypte qui 
comptent des quotidiens et des 
hebdoraadaires en frangais uni- 


quement. le frangais doit sou- 
vent cohabiter’ ai Hears avec 
1’anglais, comme par exemple 
au sein du Khaleej Times & 
Dubai ou du Star ici. Le quoti¬ 
dien libanais Al Nahar est le 
seul it associer. une fois par se¬ 
maine, la langue arabe et la 
longue frangaise. 

Pour permettre 5 tous ces 
joumaux de mieux se con- 
naltre. les premieres joumdes 
de la presse francophone au 
Proche ei Moyen-Orient ont 6t6 



645380 


Hyde Park, supplement hebdomadaire du quotidien liba¬ 
nais Al Nahar, est le dernier ne de la presse francophone 
du Proche Orient. 


organis6es fin octobre au Caire 
conjointement par le minisiere 
frangais des Affaires 
6trang6res. la mission audiovi- 
suelle n*gionale d'Amman et 
Tambassade de France en 
Egypte. 

Neufs titres francophones 
etaient reprdsentgs: trois du Li¬ 
ban (L’orient-Le jour. Maga¬ 
zine et AI Nahar). trois 
dEgypte (Al Ahram HeMo. le 
progrts figyptien et Aujourd'hui 
TE^pte). un de Dubai* (Khaleej 
Times), un des Emi rats arabes 
unis (Emirates news) el un de 
Jordanie (the Star). Ces jour- 
n6es reunissaient aussi des re- 
prdsenfants de deux centres de 
formation francophone. 1 j fa- 
cultfi de comm unication du 
Caire et la faculte de joumalis- 
me Je Beyrouth. 

Le but de ces joumdes 6tai- 
ent de gfndrer diff6rentes 
formes de coop6ration entre les 
universit£s. les joumaux. ainsi 
qu'entre les joumaux et les 
nii&res de formation. Ainsi les 
dtudiants du Caire pourront 
peut-etre dans Tavenir aller 6tu- 
dier au Liban et ces deux 
filihres pourront s'associer pour 
r6aliser ensemble des joumaux- 
6coles. L'id6e de permettre a 
des 6tudianrs francophones 
venant d'autres pays de la re¬ 
gion de suivre des formations 
joumalistiques a aussi 6t6 6- 
mise. 

Pour rendre ces fili6res de 
joumalisme plus attractives. les 
joumaux francophones doivent 
offrir des d6bouch6s. Or ces d6- 
bouchgs d6pendent bien enten- 
du du dfiveloppement de to 
presse francophone dans la re¬ 
gion qui se heurre souvem h la 
place grandissame de Tanglais. 

Pour se renforcer. les titres 
francophones ont decid6 de 
s'associer. Au niveau rSdaction- 


nel, tout d'abord. en creant un 
r6seau d'6change d'articles. Ce 
r6seau pourrait s'appuyer sur 
Internet qui permettrait h tous 
les joumaux de facilement 
communiquer. Mais malheu- 
reusement, tous ne disposent 
pas encore d'un accfcs b ce re¬ 
seau. et dans un premier temps, 
le fax permettra cet echange 
d'informations. Le riseau Inter¬ 
net pourrait d'ailleurs permettre 
a tous de se retrouver sur Ie 
meme site, e'est-a-dire la meme 
adresse. L'utilisateur pourrait 
ainsi consulter ais6ment toutes 
les publications francophones 
traitant Tactualit6 du Proche et 
du Moyen-OrienL Une collabo¬ 
ration qui devrait ddboucher 
sur to creation d'une associa¬ 
tion de la presse francophone 
au Proche et au Moyen-OrienL 


Olivier Bras 


Dans le cadre de 

Tassociation visant b develop¬ 
per les relations commerciales 
entre I'Europe et to Jordanie 
(JEBA), une rdunion 
s’interessant aux liens commer- 
ciaux entre to Jordanie et to 
France s’est tenue la semaine 
demihre au Centre culturel 
frangais. Une reunion b laquelle 
ont participd des hommes 
d'affaire jordaniens, des mem¬ 
bres de TAmbassade de France 
ei le directeur regional d’Air 
France. 

*Cette reunion a eu lieu 
apres la visite du president 
Jacques Chirac qui avait pour 
but de renforcer les relations 
Economiques entre la Jordanie 
et la France». eommente An¬ 
war ObeidaL un des fondateurs 
de la JEBA. 

Cette association a 6t6 cr66e 
«apris la rencontre econo- 
mique entre des hommes 


C’est la vie 


d'affaires jordaniens et leurs 
homologues europiens pendant 
la conference du Caire portant 
sur te • parte nariai entre 
TVnion Europeenne ei le Mo- 
yen Orient en decembre 1994*, 
explique Riad al Khouri, lui 
aussi membre-fondateur. 
"Cette conference itait une oc¬ 
casion pour les PME (petites et 
moyennes entreprises) de la re¬ 
gion -Egypte, Jordanie. Pales¬ 
tine et Israel- de rencontrer 
des dirigeams de PME euro- 
peers*. 

L'objectif de JEBA est de 
familiariser le secteur priv6 jor- 
danien avec les programmes 
d’aide provenant de TUnion Eu- 
rt>p6enne. programmes dont 
peuvent b6n6ficier les investis- 
seurs jordaniens. Le contact en¬ 
tre les Europ6ens install en 
Jordanie et les Jordaniens im6- 
rgss6s peut s'effectuer grbee b 
ce type de rencontre qui aura 
(gguli&rement lieu avec tous les 
pays membres de TUnion. 


L'agenda frangais d'Amman 

Video p 

«5implement Simone* 


Cycle consacr6 a l'actrice Si¬ 
mone Signoret. 

"Les granges bridges», le 11 no¬ 
vembre h 20h30 au Centre 
culturel frangais (CCF). 

Un film de Jean Chapot 
(1973) avec S.Signoret et 
Alain Delon. 



Photographie 

•Basma Asfottr». Une serie de cliches sur Paris et ses 
habitants de la photographe jordanienne Basma Asfour 
qui a longtemps vecu dans la capitale frangaise. 

Jusqu'au 28 novembre au CCF. 


Faciliter les contacts 
jordano-fran9ais 

Le conseiller Iconomique et 
commercial auprts de 
Tambassade de France. Chris¬ 
tian Ponsot, a soulign£ au cours 
de cette rencontre Vimportance 
de la relation commerciaie jor- 
dano-frangaise. «Les relations 
entre la Jordanie et la France 
sont excellentesM, a-t-il affirm^. 
"La France est le quatriime 
foumisseur de la Jordanie.» 

Par Taide quelle foumit 
chaque ann6e, la France essaie 
de participer au d6veloppemem 
de cenains secteurs 6cono- 
miques dans lc pays. Ce souti- 
en est disponible pour le sec¬ 
teur privfi et le secteur 
pubiique. * Nous • etudions 
chaque demande d'aide», 
ajoute Christian Ponsot qui at¬ 
tend maintenant de connaitre 


les dossiers des candidate aux 
projets signes dans le cadre du 
protocole financier franco- 
jordanien. Un protocole 
d'environ 90 millions de francs 
qui se concentre sur cinq pro- 
jets, ttotamment dans le do¬ 
maine de I'eau et de 
T6quipement medical. 

Afin de faciliter les contacts 
entre les hommes d'affaires jor¬ 
daniens et leurs homologues 
frangais. le premier conseiller 
auprfes de TAmbassade de 
France. M.Gerritt Van Rossum. 
a soulignd les facilitds offeites 
aux hommes d'affaires pour 
obtenir un visa afin de se renr 
dre en France. 11 a aussi mis en 
valeur Timportance du trait6 de 
Schengen *qui facilite le de¬ 
placement dans les pays euro¬ 
piensv. Le directeur regional 
d'Air France Jean-Jacques Le 
Dauphin esphre lui que dans 
Tavenir. la compagnie pourra 
augmenter le nombre de ses 
vols hebdomadaires entre Am- 
man et Paris. 

De meilleurs contacts et une 
meilleure comprehension pas- 
sent aussi bien sur par une 
meilleure connaissance de to 
langue frangaise pour de nom- 
breux hommes d'affaires jotda- 
niens. Denis Toupin. directeur 
du Centre cultural frangais. a 
annonc6 que des cours sp6ciali- 
s6s en frangais commercial ou 
economique 6taient pr6vus au 
CCF. 

Des initiatives qui devraient. 
permettre de resserrer les rela¬ 
tions commerciales franco- 
jordaniennes. Dans un proche 
avenir. la JEBA compte el to 
creer b Amman un centre i 
d’affaires pour faciliter les con¬ 
tacts entre Jordaniens et Euro- 
peens. ■ 
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ONLINE THESTAR 15 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 

661026/7 

British Council.._ 

French Cultural Centre. 

Goethe Insmuie. . . 

. 636147/8 
-.637009 

64)993 

Cervantes Institute t.Sptamsh).. 

Turkish Cultural Centre. 

Haya Arts Centre. 

... 610858 
.... 639777 
.... 665J95 

Y.W.CA. 

641703 

Y.WALA. 

Dwat al Funun... 

Alia An Caller/.. 

Baladna Art Gollerv. 

Natal Al Mavhini The::'re. 

Nobil & Hisham'i Theatre. 

.. 664251 
...043252 
... 639303 
...657132 
... 675571 
.... 625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

PUza Cinema .. <*W^8 

Philadelphia Cinema.614144 

Spurts Clubs 

Al Husiein Sports Cn> . 66 71KI/5 

OnhodovCIuh. K 10441 

Royal Automobile Cluh.815410 

Royal Shvioltni* Club .716572 

Royal Chc» Club.<.7.17 1.1 

Royal Rating Club. 09 801211 

Jot dsn Bndge Club.r»7o4*x> 

Amman Mun. Library ... . 63bl 11 

Unn of Jordan Librarv.84^5^ 

R S.C N.H47M31/837957 


Diplomatic Corps 

Airlines 



Algerian. 64127IP 


Australian... 673246/7 

Aeromexieo. . 694802 

Air Canada...630879. 

Air France.666055/667824 


Brazilian .. 642183 


Air Lanka .6X2140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings . . 894484 

Bulgarian . 8I8J5I 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary 1 Co as ... 677559 

Czech .67181.3/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824076 

French . 641273/4 

German . oS935! 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific 6**R596 


China .Airlines 676*>7‘» 

Hungarian.XI5614 


Icelandic Consulate.695851 

Indian. 637262 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egvnt Air 670011 

Indonesian.82S9J1 


Iraqi. 639331 

Gulf Air. 653613 

Italian.6^8185 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japanese . .. 6724S6/7 

Kuwaiti . 675175/8 

Libvan. 693101/3 

Japan AirLincs 670879 

Lebanese . o4!5K! 

Moroccan . ... 041451 

Netherlands.637967/625105 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 67t*624/66223to 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 63957.5/653446 
MEA.636104 

Olympic . 670125/638433 

Pakistani . 622787 

Philiippinc Airlines.640200 

PIA .. ... 625981 


People's Rep. of China. 66613y 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 


Russian. 641158 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Slovenia Honorary' Cons.861542 

Cri I -*nlfi 683905/7f)496fJ 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 
Syrian Air.. 622147 


United Airlines.641959 


USAir.694801/2 

Spanish.614166/9 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 


Thai Airways. 637195 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

(M.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates. 820101 * 

Queen Alia Airport (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA ..694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

Al-Cazar . 31413! 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 316636 

Aquamurina I. 316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int i. 312426 

Miramar.314340 

LfNDPAVFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 



Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
Of SAFEWAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center - Jaba! Alhussicn & DOWNTOWN call 6303S7 



641211 


... 698186 

Amman Greater Muntcmality ... 

...636111 

Municipalities & Environment.. 

....641393 

Agriculture. 

.. 6S615I 

Parhamcntan Affairs. 

..041211 

Awqaf >k Islamic Affairs . 

... 6bb!4! 

Planning . 

...044406 

Culture / Jabal Amman. 

... 636391 

Post & Communications . 

.... 624301 

Education k H.s.T.er Education 

..069181 

Public Health . 

...66513! 

Enerj; <f- Mineral Resources.... 

... S15ti15 

Public Works St Housing . 

.... 66S4S1 

Fif&iocc . 

.630321 

Social Development. 

... 673191 


64436] 


... O 0212 I 

Industrs &. Trade. 

.. 663141 

Tounsm & Antiquities. 

....642311 

Inkvniatjon . 

.., 641467 

Transport. 

...041461 

Interior Mmistn . 

... 663111 

Water & Irrigation. 

... 6 SOIOO 

Justice .. 

... 663101 

Youth / University . 

... 604701 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.1**2/6211] J 

Civil Dciencc H.Q lo.Vlos/hN 

Fire Brigade .622H9U/43 

Ambulance. |W 

Blood Hank.775121 

Traffic Police.<125943/63970.1 

Traffic Accident*..... N97467/S 
Highway Police . . .. 7K71U 

Hospitals 

Akleh M.ilcrnny.<424410 

Al-Altli. Abdali .(i04K4/t> 

A!-Badnr. Ashrufich. 775111/26 
Al-Muashcr Hospital .. < 167227 /*/ 

Anul Hospital.<»74I55 

Army. M.nkj.K9 1 ri 11/15 

Hussein Medical Cefiitc SI 3S1.3 
Italian-Al-Muhjjrecn ....777101/3 
Jubal Amman Malemiiy. (423o2 
KhalcJi Maiernily . .. (442K1/I* 
Maihus.J Amman 03614 1 

Palestine. Shmcisani . <rf4171/4 
Queen Alia Hosptljl. <*02240/5(1 
Shmnsjiii Hospital. 

The Islamic. Abdali 


. 1*07431 
606127/37 


University Hospital.S45S45 

General 

Amman Municipality. 84341)2 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.6<i61S I 

Hutcl complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints . ... 896390 

Wjier Complaints.h5<*39<)/91 

Jordan Television ... .773111/19 

Radic* Jordan.7741 M/IV 

Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information .121 



Ctyrrxfort 

. Hotel Suites 

LuxuryjTel 


® Comfort 


(• Service ~ 
9 m Location 


In the of 






Sweifyieh 


Ai&FF.BiGT ? 
S£A cOSHT ? 
FAC?:* MG ? 
7F:A VELUMG ? ; 

uet usJtonJle if 

Mi 


V> L‘rld‘i No.t PI22a Ch^ia 


“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 
"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 


Many Villas Jfc Apanements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Ahdoun. Almouhtasch Center. 


THF BEST MUSIC STORE 


- 

iA.Cy 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

'TT? 1 : 

i. % -J ■■ _«s.- -■ 

CARDENS ST 




True \ acatioos come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314l31/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


Li ’ 

«ii:£-= 2 L=i' ox: 


Tel:666705 


'\h 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

Mown st. /vs. *62:35 
/obis Center 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence lor 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Q 




^3 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body \ki it treatiwent 
O Stake-up 

O European manicure\ <i 
nadicures 










cetera cub 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shn:c’is{iKt 

r. 693399 


We save you more 







o Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 





Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

■a 

sis r- r 


fail-.! Jrj: 64522** 


;iv. a VO. ~ .^.-'sat 


•ajUr 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

62^ 



THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HL'MBERGER IN 
TOWN 
Roost, 
ken 


\V Burger R*. 
^ Chieker 


\lnudimh KlmuiuujrOi Si. 

Tel: :sh52?« 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH R DINNER 



*s — 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AO^A 

* j. 1 _ j- z. i i L*.L» 


!« * » a- 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 




S;i feway-Tcl: 6853 1 1 


The Be^ZZA 
in Jordan 

\ ntNK-IN.TAKt AW VV & Df-3 JVKKS I 
Mtrik'j M- Joh'r Trade Center 

. 4 . £21938 


3 O 

Advertise 

J** :e 
a. 

space, ca.il 
us at 
652-380 


■ -A" 

_ - A - k. ; ■ '-Z-< 

\ 7 -■* —~ 


| 

The most delirious 
Arabic Sweets 

1 





AU types of Bread 


PIZi'Ab. >»\ AS. 


t 


Cakes & Pastries 


7 th circle. Tel. 820099 



UIS CSIfTRE FOE MICE SERVICES 

^Professional Drycleaning 

*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
•Engraving 

* Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al • Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947A 821656 _ 


sc«sG, 


jc6EPh janard BE.yj BERGER ^ 

Jimard WIIUEeg SIZES ViMl 1 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



i 

carriage carriage 






CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


“ ^wash Al- Tal St 
Tel: 695180 


Baraksh Auto Service Center 


we offer:- 

r ..- iCl . „^ iOV rfihjf , gjgy. \ V- Computerized Encine Check v* Electro Mechanical car check r --- 

Fax: 682525 ; * Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance \ ^ 

J \L-.A\Ki.sif ❖Oil Change %uf 

V ^ Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 v v 


RentaCar carriage carriage 







Not all tt cafe’s “ are 


The Place For Finest 

created equal 

V.^.f 

Arabic Setting 

A Touch Of Class In 


Close Enough To Get 

True Arabian Style 


Away From It All 
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Cairo 

A city that 
never rests 



One of the popular areas in Cairo 


By Munther Harndan 

Star SutJ Itri.vr 

CAIRO—“Jokingly, someone 
told me that Egyptians don't 
have a rush hour but a rush 
day.” says Mr Ray Sexton, an 
American tourist in Cairo, 
summarizing the agony with 
which every Egyptian sums his 
day trying to get to job with the 
least damages on the road. 

A four-day visit to Cairo 
must include a tour of its 
famous streets such as Adli. 
Fouad and Suleiman Pasha 
streets, the "narrow lanes and 
old markets of Fatimid Cairo, 
the once posh neighborhoods 
of Maadi and Zamalek. the cas¬ 
tles. the mosques and of course 
the pyramids. 

These and others are the typ¬ 


ical Cairo landmarks, symbols 
of a city that has a fair share of 
history: a city that never sleeps. 
Streets are packed with ven¬ 
dors offering pedestrians the 
deal of the day. The Nile 
echoes the sighs of couples sit¬ 
ting on concrete benches along¬ 
side the famous comiche. 

Traffic jams are pan of 
Cairo's ongoing drama. A bud¬ 
ding author wall find ample 
material for a first-class novel 
by just watching the disorder 
of traffic flow in Cairo. Packed 
buses can be seen swerving as 
they attempt to avoid people 
crossing randomly and heed¬ 
lessly. All these scenes and 
more "make walking to the 
place one wants to get to faster 
than taking a bus or a taxi.” 
says Ramzi Fathaila, an Egyp¬ 


tian journalist. 

However, a visitor to Cairo 
believes thaL life here has a spe¬ 
cial taste. .Aside from the long- 
rooted history of Cairo, it is a 
full-fledged city that heads 
firmly towards the future. No 
matter how hard times are. 
Egyptians never look back buL 
always think of the second day. 

A long walk through the 
lanes of the old market of Khan 
A1 Khalili challenges the imagi¬ 
nation and inspires tranquility'. 
Though it seems ironic, yet the 
non-stop hustle and bustle of 
the old market is another remin¬ 
der of the people's insistence on 
enjoying their time against all 
odds. 

The market is a microcosm 
of Cairo. The artifacts, sculp¬ 
tures. colored glass, wooden 


boxes and other trinkets that 
Cairo's artists produce testify to 
the city's artistic originality. 
When the market closes, life 
moves on to the famous 
coffee houses. A1 
Fishawi coffee shop is 
one famous example. 
Those who finished 
shopping can take a rest 
from bargaining at A1 
Fishawi. located almost 
in the heart of Khan A1 
Khalili. 

A cloud of smoke 
from the hubble bubble, 
of shisha. hovers over 
customers' heads. It is 
an escape from life's 
daily tensions. Cairo at 
niglu is as intriguing as 
by day. Even children 
who are supposed to be 
in bed walk its streets at 
midnight. Accompanied 
by their parents, chil¬ 
dren arc taught how to 
enjoy Cairo's innocent 
night life bonanza. 

"We Egyptians do 
not care about money, 
we spend a lot on hav¬ 
ing a good time and we 
are satisfied with that." 
says a taxi driver. “I 
have seven kids alt of 
whom need care." 
he says giving the 
reason why I should 


pay him 15 Egyptian pounds 
rather than five which is the 
meter rate. 

A sound and light evening at 
the pyramids area has a time¬ 
less impact. The gigantic pyra¬ 
mids are inundated by laser 
rays while the voice of the nar¬ 
rator tells the tales of a glorious 
past 

The gentle autumn breeze 
makes a trip on a cruise boat in 
the Nile something of an ever¬ 
lasting pleasure. The night 
cruise gives one the opportu¬ 
nity to view Cairo from a dif¬ 
ferent angle. A belly dancer 
becomes die center of attrac¬ 
tions to European tourists and 
some take their first lesson in 
elementary oriental dancing. 
This is followed by a dervish 
dancer who. while winding 
unceasingly, goes into a trance. 
Egyptian dervishs hold their 
own festival every year during 
religious ceremonies in which 
they practice their rituals aim¬ 
ing'to set united with self and 
God. 

Leaving Cairo is always dif¬ 
ficult. It means leaving behind 
all thai euphoria, all that feel¬ 
ing of security', all the friends. 
Buf as the old saying goes. “He 
who drinks from the Nile will 
return to it." 1 am sure this is 
true because Cairo has very- 
much left to offer. ■ 



Cairo overlooking the Nile 


Another little 

Italy crops up in 
New York 


By Mimi Avins 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 

NEW YORK—So many major Italian 
designers have opened new boutiques on 
upper Madison Avenue in the last month that 
the always elegant street could be renamed 
Via Madison. 

An 18,000-square- 
foot Prada store at 
70th Street will prob¬ 
ably become the 
Prada for New York¬ 
ers. who’ll leave the 
tiny old 57th Street 
shop to the tourists 
k.d. iang. wearing a 
men's Prada suit, and 
girlfriend Leisha Hai¬ 
ley hopped at the 
opening party 

Sunday. 

Guests walking 
north on Madison to 
Prada passed the first 
uptown Emporio 
.Armani, an enlarged 
Valentino boutique, 
the spacious new 
four-level French 
limestone Giorgio 
.Armani store 

designed by Peter 
Marino, a new Mos¬ 
chino shop and New 
York’s first Etro out¬ 
post. Maybe the 
world’s most beauti¬ 
ful paisley fabric will do better in the East 
than the West an Etro boutique in Beverly 
Hills failed. 

Next to a small children's department on 
the top floor of Moschino is a bathroom so 
whimsical it’s hard to leave. The walls are 
completely covered in Legos, with baskets of 
the plastic pieces for those inspired to add 
on. The minor is set into a Monopoly board, 
and toys hang from the chandelier. In con¬ 
trast. the bathroom at the stark, pale green 
Prada store is all chrome, stainless steel and 
mirrors. Armani's rooms for evening wear, 
shoes, ski clothes, and tailored clothing were 
all stocked with merchandise, but the bath¬ 
room hadn't opened yet. 

When Worlds Collide: The 1.000 guests 
celebrating the debut of Gianni Versace's 
flagship store in a grand. 28.000-square-foot 


renovated Vanderbilt townhouse on Fifth 
Avenue last Saturday night sprawled over the 
shop's five levels. listening to Versace court 
rocker Elton John’s performance of spirited 
duets with Jon Bon Jovi, which only those 
crammed into the second floor could see live. 
Just before 11:30. a cameraman from CNN 
burst in and announced. “The Yankees won 
the World Series!" : 

The crowd was 
thick with young men 
best described as 
beautiful and Euro¬ 
pean. “Who the Yan¬ 
kees?’ they asked. 
Outside, firecrackers 
exploded arid ebulli¬ 
ent natives danced in 
the streets. Inside 
"chez” Versace was 
probably the only 
place in the rejoicing 
city where the reac¬ 
tion to the Yankee 
victory was a big 

yawn. 

Unusual Offerings: 
Designers and cos¬ 
metics manufacturers 
court the fashion 
media much like a 
tentative. old- 

fashioned suitor 
would: gifts of flow¬ 
ers and chocolate are 
delivered to hotel 
rooms, but anything 
more elaborate or 
expensive would be 
considered overkill. Philosophy, a new 
beauty company whose wide range of unu¬ 
sual products are available at Nordstrom and 
Bamevs. sent a survival kit targeted to the 
rigors of Fashion Week in New York. It 
included Kiss Me. a rich lip balm in a nice, 
fat pot; Footnotes, a pumice scrub to soothe 
tired feet, and Wiped Out. a cleanser and 
moisturizer in one. for those too weary for 
mulListep beauty rituals. 

My only gripe with Philosophy is the cut¬ 
esy verbiage that decorates their containers. 
Funny they didn't figure out that anyone 
tired enough to use Wiped Out or Footnotes 
doesn’t have the patience to read a jar of Exit 
Strategy to determine it’s a pimple cream, 
and would rather not be reminded that “the 
road to intimacy is lots of kissing” each time 
she greases up her chapped lips. ■ 



To many, Tyson continues to pose 
serious health risk to Holyfield 



By Greg Logan 

LA Times- Wash ing ion Post News Service 

FIVE YEARS ago. the prospect of Evand- 
er Holyfield. the lion-hearted warrior, chal¬ 
lenging Mike Tyson, the heavy-handed in- 
tim/dator. for (he heavyweight 

championship of the world would have 
been the most thrilling fight imaginable. 
But now. boxing and medical experts are 
uncertain whether Holyfield is a 
physical marvel or a 
medical mystery head¬ 
ed for an unhappy end¬ 
ing. To many 'in the 
sport, the danger Tyson 
poses to Holyfield is ab- \ 
solutely chilling. V 

The fear of tragedy is \ 
such that the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission required Holyfield to 
undergo a battery of tests at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. Minn., for the second 
lime in iwo years and took the additional 
step of sending a physician to Houston on 
two separate occasions to monitor Holy- 
field's training. Holyfield received the 
Mayo Clinic's stamp of approval and im¬ 
pressed the Nevada doctors 
who examined him. but med¬ 
ical science hasn’t yet dis¬ 
covered the way to accurate¬ 
ly assess the risks of the 
sweet science. 

Two highly respected doc¬ 
tors affiliated with the Neva¬ 
da commission and veteran 
trainer Eddie Futch. who 
worked the opposing comer 
in Holy fie Id's three fights 
against Riddick Bowe. ex¬ 
pressed deep reservations to 
Newsday about the decision 
to license Holyfield to fight 
Tyson. 

After Holyfield showed 
obvious signs of fatigue as 
early as the second round a 
year ago against Bowe and 
subsequently was knocked 
out for the first time in his 
career. Dr Albert Capanna. a 
neurosurgeon on the Nevada 
commission's medical advi¬ 
sory board, wrote a letter to Holyfield rec¬ 
ommending that he retire. Capanna has no 
hard evidence, but he said his gut feeling is 
that Holyfield'may be fighting with con¬ 
gestive heart failure. 

"I thought something was wrong, but 
they couldn't find it," Capanna said. 
“Stress tests at the Mayo Clinic are not go¬ 
ing to stress Evander at all because he’s in 
phenomenal condition. There’s no way for 
the Mayo Clinic to duplicate what happens 
in a fight, in my opinion. Evander should 
have cardiac tests, pulmonary tests and 
chest X-rays right after the Tyson fight, 
but they don’t want to do that.” 

Capanna’s concern dates to April 22. 
1994. when Holyfield was in distress dur¬ 
ing a tight in which he lost the heavy¬ 
weight title to Michael Moorer and was 
hospitalized and treated for dehydration. 
He retired three days later when doctors 
thought they discovered a hole in his heart. 


Tests at the Mayo Clinic in December of 
1994 concluded Holyfield's heart was 
healthy and that his condition had been 
misdiagnosed because he received exces¬ 
sive fluids combined with medication after 
the fighL 

Capanna joined a 5-0 vote by the medi¬ 
cal advisory board recommending to the 
Nevada commission that it lift 
Holyfield's suspension. He re¬ 
turned with an impressive 10- 
round* decision over Ray 
Mercer on May 20. 1995. 
But Holyfield, blaming a 
virus that interrupted his 
training, ran out of gas in 
his 4 November 1995. fight 
with Bowe and again appeared fa¬ 
tigued while stopping former cruiserweight 
champion Bobby Czyz in Five rounds in 
his last fight 10 May at Madison Square 
Garden. 

As a condition of being licensed to fight 
Tyson Saturday 3t the MGM Grand in Las 
Vegas. Holyfield agreed to another series 
of tests at the Mayo Clinic this’past sum¬ 
mer. Dr John Scott who was in charge of 
Holyfield's care for both exams, sent a let¬ 
ter on 30 Aug to the Nevada commission 



that concluded: "Mr Holyfield is in excel¬ 
lent health, and no cardiac or pulmonary 
abnormality is demonstrable. Based upon 
our evaluation, no restrictions should be 
placed on Mr. Holyfield's activities, in¬ 
cluding boxing." 

This time the commission cleared Holy- 
field to fight without consulting the medi¬ 
cal advisory board. ”1 voted for him the 
first time, but I would have voted against 
him this time,” Capanna said. "My vote 
would not have been based on scientific 
data. I don’t want him to get hurt. In my 
opinion, there's a high probability he will. 
My opinion is not based on the evidence, 
but I think he goes into congestive heart 
failure during a fight. You're not going to 
measure that with the tests that are done." 

The commission vote to license Holy- 
field was announced as unanimous, but 
two of the five commission members were 
absent. One was Dr Elias Ghanem. a for¬ 


mer commission chairman who was called 
away by an emergency. When the commis¬ 
sion voted 4-1 in favor of licensing Holy- 
field in 1995 after the fighter's first exami¬ 
nation at the Mayo Clinic. Ghanem cast 
the negative vote. 

There is no medical degree hanging on 
Eddie Futch's office wall, but the 85-year- 
old trainer knows when he's looking at a 
fighter who is all but shot. Holyfield <32-3. 
23 knockouts) turned 34 last month, and 
though he has only 35 professional fights, 
he may have reached that point early be¬ 
cause of his go-to-war fighting style. 

Tyson's past two opponents, WBC 
champion Frank Bruno and WBA champi¬ 
on Bruce Seldom seemed paralyzed by 
fear and were all too willing to go down 
quickly. But Holyfield is. as advertised, 
the "Real Deal." If anything, his legendary 
courage could get him into trouble. 
Emanuel Steward was Holyfield's trainer 
when he won the second Bowe fight by 
boxing and making effective use of his 
legs. Holyfield sparred the shockingly low 
total of 38 rounds in preparation for that 
bout. Most of his ring work was spent 
punching hand pads held by Steward. 

"That was OK when he was fighting 
regularly, but with two fights 
a year, it's different.” Steward 
said. "You can shadow box all 
you want, but it’s different 
when you get in the ring. 
Without the body-to-body 
contact you get in sparring, 
your body is exhausted after 
three or four rounds." 

Still. Steward is one of the 
few experts who gives Holy- 
field a good chance to win 
simply because he knows Hof- 
yfield can be counted on to hit 
Tyson with real punches for 
the first time since he got out 
of prison. Like Steward, train¬ 
er Teddy Atlas loves Holy¬ 
field's heart, but he has seri¬ 
ous questions about how much 
Holyfield’s body has left. 

In preparing Moorer for his 
upset victory more than two 
yeans ago. Atlas put together a 
tape that showed how dramati¬ 
cally Holyfield had aged since 1988. when 
he moved from cruiserweight to heavy¬ 
weight. During the fighL. Atlas noticed 
something was wrong physically with Hol- 
yField and told Moorer to attack or live to 
regret it when Holyfield lost his next fight. 

“We've all got an opinion of Holyfield 
being so special, but when he couldn't han¬ 
dle Czyz more easily, you knew something 
had diminished him." Atlas said. “You 
don’t judge by chronological age: you 
judge by tough fights and the amount of 
punches a fighter has been hit with. Evand¬ 
er is more into his 40s if you judge him 
that way. 

‘There has been a deterioration in his 
performance, and anybody who says other¬ 
wise is not being honest. Unfortunately, 
the Tyson fight has come at a late stage in 
Holyfield's career. Maybe he'll make us 
all look like idiots on 9 November. I hope 
so." ■ 


FIFA set to wrestle with 
Japan-Korea problem 
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ZURICH—World soccer's 

governing body FIFA must 
confront the pressing problem 
of persuading joint 2002 World 
Cup hosts Japan and South Ko¬ 
rea to overcome their differenc¬ 
es during a series of meetings 
this week. 

The joint organizing of the 
first finals in Asia wilfhead the 
agenda, especially in the wake 
of FIFA general secretary Sepp 
Blatter's comments in a maga¬ 
zine article last month that the 
co-hosts were moving further 
apart on their plans. 

The meetings at FIFA’s 
headquarters over four days 
starting on Tuesday will also 
deal with topics ranging from 
the outcome of last month’s 
abandoned Estonia-Scotland 
World Cup qualifier to the stat¬ 
us of beach football. 

Delegates from Japan and 
South Korea will meet with the 
2002 Study group members 
Guillermo Canedo of Mexico, 
Antonio Maiarrese of Italy and 
Blatteron Wednesday, in what 
is sure to be a hard-hitting 
meeting. 

"I don’t think people in Eu¬ 
rope realize just how different 
Japan and South Korea are." 
said a spokesman for the World 
Cup Preparatory Committee for 
Japan recently. 

"Overcoming the cultural, 
historical and administrative 
differences is going to be mon¬ 
umental lv difficult but until the 


meeting on 6 November, we 
can't even get started." 

FIFA decided in May that Ja¬ 
pan and South Korea would be 
the first co-hosts in the event’s 
history but the project has got 
off to a rocky start. 

Japan still feels upset that 
FIFA compelled them to accept 
the co-hosting plan less than a 
week before the Final vote was 
to be taken, while South Korea 
are now touting for North Ko¬ 
rea to be included in the deal. 

As the tournament is being 
shared, it also means each na~- 
lion’s potential revenue is be¬ 
ing halved and last month, a 
Japanese delegation led by the- 
president of the football associ¬ 
ation. Ken Naganuma. peti¬ 
tioned FIFA to raise the 
number of matches and to con¬ 
tribute towards the extra costs 
out of the 1.0 billion dollar sale 
of television rights. 

Meanwhile, with another 
round of 1998 World Cup qual¬ 
ifiers scheduled for this week¬ 
end. the outcome of the Esto¬ 
nia-Scotland match will be 
decided by delegates on the ’98 
organizing committee. 

k meets on Thursday to de¬ 
cide not only the outcome of 
the match but also the fate of 
Estonia, which faces expulsion 
from the tournament for failing 
to fulfill their European group 
four Fixture in Tallinn. 

Scotland were awarded a 
provisional 3-0 victory which 


followed a dispute about the 
kick-off time, altered because 
of Scottish doubts about the- 
quality of floodlighting availa¬ 
ble at the stadium. 

While Estonia failed to ap¬ 
pear, Scotland did kick-off the 
match, even thoughthey were 
the only team on the field, and 
the game was then abandoned 
afterthree seconds. 

Since those farcical scenes 
were played out, Estonia have 
appealed to FIFAto have the 
match re-played. 

The same committee will 
also review the status of Bosnia 
for the rest of ihequaiifying 
tournament. Bosnia played 
their opening "home" match in 
group oneagainst Croatia in Bo¬ 
logna. Italy, last month after 


FIFA ruled that Sarajevo was 
too dangerous to stage match¬ 
es. 

But Bosnia are playing Italy 
in a friendly in Sarajevo this 
week, the secondmajor interna¬ 
tional event held there follow¬ 
ing the Sarajevo Solidarityath- 
letics meeting organised by the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federationmeeting in Septem¬ 
ber. 

A total of 11 meetings in¬ 
volving nine FIFA committees 
are being held thisweek and 
among the items on a busy 
agenda are discussions on pro¬ 
posed lawchanges including 
larger penalty areas, the intro¬ 
duction of short comerkicks. 
banning the defensive wall at 
free-kicks, professional refer¬ 
ees andbanning the offending 
team from touching the ball af¬ 
ter a free kick has beenconced- 
ed. 

The Task Force 2000 work 
group, established to examine 
the ftiture of diegame. will dis¬ 
cuss the ftiture of the golden 
goal, the back-pass rule, the- 
question of two referees, 
changing the throw-in to a 
kick-in. thegoalkeeperis four- 
step rule and passive offside- 

No law changes can be im¬ 
plemented without the consent 
of the law-makingbody. the In¬ 
ternational Board which com¬ 
prises the four British associa- 
tionsand FIFA and which does 
not hold its annual meeting un¬ 
til next spring. 

Another issue on this week's 
agenda will be the future of pe-|J 
rimeter fences at stadiums, 
around the world following dte 
tragedy in Guatalama last m°n- 
thin which 84 people were 
crushed to death before » 
World Cup qualifier. ■ 


Troubled Marseille prays for a 
win against Monaco 


MARSEILLE—Former European soccer 
champions Marseille are in a deep crisis and 
trainer Gerard Gili knows that anolher defeat 
at home to Monaco on Tuesday would prob¬ 
ably cost him his job. 

“What might happen to me is not the prob¬ 
lem.” said Gili. “The most important thing is 
io Find ways of improving the club’s situa¬ 
tion. One way would be to beat Monaco." 

After one draw and four defeats in their 
last five matches. Marseille are now 15th in 
the 20-strong league and in danger of return¬ 
ing to the second division. 

Marseille, who were relegated over a 
match-rigging scandal in 1994 and only re¬ 
turned to the top flight this season, have not 
scored a single goal since 6 October, when 
they lost 2-1 at Strasbourg. 

They were full of hope when the season 
started after signing German goalkeeper An¬ 
dreas Koepke. gifted French midfielder 


Reyna! Pedros and Bulgarian Iordan Lech- 
kov. 

But Pedros failed to shine. Lechkov only 
played well in his first few matches and 
Koepke was made more busy than he prob¬ 
ably wished by a porous defence. 

Irish striker Tony Cascarino. who could 
hardly stop scoring last season in the second 
division, is often left on the bench and Ital¬ 
ian central defender Alberto Maiusci proved 
volatile as he showed again on Saturday 
when he was sent off in Montpellier, where 
Marseille lost 2-0. 

The Marseille fans, used to better days un¬ 
der the reign of former club boss Bernard 
Tapie. have become increasingly angry as 
their team keep sliding down the rankings. 

A few pelted police with stones outside 
the Velodrome ground venting their frustra¬ 
tion after a 1-0 defeat to lowly Caen last 
month. ■ 















